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Abstract

This study questions the concept of building prisons as institutions in which
the inmates are totally cut off from the outside world. It also questions the use of various
methods of disciplinary power such as inspection, surveillance, or strict scheduling to
impose obedience on the inmates. The study proposes the alternative of prison reform
that would change the power relations between prison officers and inmates from the
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vertical relationship to a more horizontal one in order to transform the prison into a place
where the inmates can spend their time usefully and transform themselves humanely

and creatively.

Keywords: disciplinary power, female inmates, power relations, Bangkok rules
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