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Vietnamese Voluntary Soldiers in Laos (Pre-1975 Period)
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Abstract

The question of this research is: What is the cause of the remarkably strong
relationship between the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and Vietnam? This article seeks
the answers through a study of the relationship between Laos and Vietnam viewed through
the Vietnamese voluntary soldiers’ movement in Laos prior to 1975. What are the views
of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and the Lao PDR as well as persons in Laos
regarding the Viethamese voluntary soldiers? The historical method was used with an
emphasis on analyzing documents from Laos and Vietnam. The study found that the Lao
People’s Revolutionary Party, which is the only political party in Lao PDR, originated from
the Vietnamese Communist Party, which later became the Indochinese Communist Party.
Because both groups had the same revolutionary ideology as well as the same enemies,
i.e., France and the United States, they cooperated in fighting. During the period 1945-
1975, (North) Vietnam sent Vietnamese voluntary troops to fight in Laos. Mainly because
of this, the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party was able to get control of state power in
Laos and successfully established the country as the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
(Lao PDR). Thus, the party leaders, Lao PDR, and those who had fought together with
the Vietnamese voluntary soldiers in Laos are committed to them and value them. This

is the basis of the special relationship between Lao PDR and Vietnam.

Keywords: Vietnamese voluntary soldiers, Indochinese Communist Party, Lao Party,

Lao People’s Revolutionary Party
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