Debates on Jonathan Rigg’s Proposal of Agrarian
Transformations in Southeast Asia: a Case Study
of Rubber Farms in Huay Kong Basin
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Abstract

From Jonathan Rigg’s proposal regarding agrarian transformations in Southeast
Asia and from the findings of ‘A Case Study of Rubber Farming in Huay Kong Basin’
in Bueng Kan Province, the researcher disputed Rigg’s study in the following aspects.
First, such transformations do not change from farm to non-farm activities, but rather
a re-agrarianization of monoculture. Second, land is not the only important factor in
production, but re-agrarianization comes with new ‘expertise’, particularly that in the
production of rubber which affects the ‘quantity’ of products and ‘opportunities’ in local
hire of service. Third, there are hire of service in monoculture and tension in agricultural
labour. However, such tension does not exist between extra-agricultural and agricultural
activities; rather, among agricultural activities, particularly between ‘rubber’ and ‘rice’
farming. Forth, young farmers return. The younger generations do not transform their
identities in de-agrarianization, but the identity transformation is from ‘rice farmers’ to
‘rubber farmers’. Finally, there is a change in livelihood and urban consumption, which
derives from the return of family members ‘from urban to rural’ communities, bringing

with them urban consumption.

Keywords: agrarian transformation, re-agrarianization, re-localization, urban consumers

in rural community, urban livelihood in rural community
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remittances) ;jéﬁUf‘]luﬂ&'umﬁm@?’mﬁﬂuﬂalmj finesuaza M RTa LY
awflas nauanwiaunuyunedlnd 9 wazanunzisanzou nanoaniduria
81ILUDAKLEAY (urban youths) wasllanruiiiad (urban intelligentsia)
aunansaduandsznuuuulnaluuSunvesouun (Rigg & Parmweel, 2012:
1478) (2) Lﬁ@w‘muLmn@hﬂumi@hsa%mmiwﬂumguma"?'ivlei” v
Tulssau ﬁ’ﬂﬁﬂumgum'smmifu%umemﬁuaﬁsLﬁﬂMWLLazL‘éu@iWia%wﬁ
LANGIIINIUNDUN \uanuuanansasnuid “IW UandnL (Rigg &
Nattapoolwat, 2001: 955) (3) iilasgndesuanag usuunsiuniiviaiumaiin
(micro-landscapes) sevouliifindssadnuaiiaouly (shifting identities)
mm’aLﬁuﬂﬁumﬂ'wumé’wﬁaammnmssﬁUﬁluﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁunm%mﬁa
vashiu iansaeiuiuuudes Sudiuddfanfmldeudehmsiumeuas
(4) ;_;TETWﬂfi'u"l,ﬁﬁwLmﬁé'mmiu“ﬂnmmuLﬁaaﬂé'um@i”m (urban consumer
practices) LLa:LﬂﬁlyumﬂgﬂJﬁmluﬁuUﬂ (rural producers) mLﬂu;&'ﬁInﬂ
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1%
1A

mawuﬁ"ﬂadmiuﬂnﬂ (consumption) (Rigg & Ritchie, 2002: 359)
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Uszauidifousiuauutaiauaratndmazrionldandmngnint
Mnnglumeswmansife
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