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There is no assessment of the mother's contribution that is
more correct and comphrehensive than the following one by
President Ho Chi Minh: ‘Our people are very grateful to the

mothers in both zones, South and North, who have given birth
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to and fostered many generations of heroes in our country.’
The Viet Nam Fatherland owes its heroic sons and daughters
to the contributions of heroic, unduanted, faithful and
responsible mothers. For many centuries, the Vietnamese
mothers have handed down to us the mettle of the Trung
Sisters and Lady Trieu, the tradition of industrious labour and
love of country and of home. We can rightly be proud of our

Viethnamese mothers.(http:// www.marxists.org/)

INTBANNAULY mﬁ]:Lﬁmﬂmmmw%@iaﬁ%@ﬂugmzﬁ
Lﬂmmﬁ'ﬁmﬁuﬁuvlﬂazi'm@ial,ﬁaﬂué’mm%mmuﬂqﬂaamm e
wlainsvasnssanaufifiadiaafiniunislianuddgiudwdlugiue
fduud waldfanunssufiandonlssanufafsaiuunuinaa
pjvstﬁalug’mzﬁLi’luLLaJu,a:mimLiTﬂﬁ'uuTymﬂmamiLﬁaa‘lﬁmﬂij}u
nadntowisfine diawssananiafadaiuauusuiunIaainia
aﬁuamgua@%’lﬁﬁunmnluﬁ'ﬁﬂumnmguﬁl,ﬁ"aﬂiziﬂmﬁmamﬂﬁad X
ldurimsgmauszniseiizdauiisuduidny du ludnaaunilsas
thgnan ta su lenain

The woman is a citizen, a worker in society, and at the same
time a wife and a mother. Only if we see all these aspects can
we correctly tackle women’s problems, correclty solve the
tasks of women’s emancipation and thorougly understand the
women’s movement. When we speak of a wife and mother, we

speak of a family. The question of women’s emancipation is
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closely associated with the building of a new, socialist family.
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‘it was often pointed that if all Vietnhamese were oppressed to

some degree, then Vietnamese woman were the most oppressed of all.”

(Marr, 1981 :191)
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“The women were in truth the water buffalo of the Revolution”

(Pike, 1966 : 178)
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“[Tlhe Leninist route to Women's emancipation by drawing
women into productive labour seems a cruel joke, a formula for total
exhaustion rather than for liberation.” (Quoted in Pham Van Bich, 1999

: 64)
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All citizens, women and men enjoy equal rights in all
aspects: political, economic, cultural, social and family. All acts
of discrimination against women, all violations of women’s
dignity are strictly prohibited. The State and society shall
create favorable conditions for women to raise their level and
unceasingly bring into play their role in society, care for the
development of maternity hospitals, pediatrics, nursery schools
and other welfare benefits to alleviate family burdens and

create conditions for women to engage in productions, work,
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education, treatment of diseases, relaxation and fulfillment of

the mother’s task (51&1% Lé Thi Nham Tuyét, ed., 2002 : 227)
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Motherhood in Vietnamese Literature
after the Renovation Policy

Montira Rato

This research paper seeks to examine how the idea of ‘motherhood’ is
constructed and represented in Vietnamese literary works written in the period
after the renovation policy (known as Doi Moi). In the year 1986, the
Vietnamese government announced the Renovation policy which allowed the
country to move from centralised control to market economy. As a result of the
economic and political reforms, writers had more freedom to explore and
discuss social problems. One of the urgent issues in the post-war society was
a growing number of women pregnant out of wedlock and increased child
adoption. According to Viethamese tradition, the main duty of women is to be
a good mother and dutiful wife. However, the long period of the Vietnam War
had deprived the right of some Vietnamese women to be a mother because
their health was affected by lack of sanitation and living in the jungle for a long
period of time. Also, in the post-war period, women outnumbered men.
Vietnamese men normally tend to marry younger women. Thus, some female
veterans found it was difficult to find a partner. It seems, however, that the
ultimate goal of Vietnamese women in general is not to get married, but to
have a child. The yearning and frustration of women to become mothers has
been portrayed in Viethamese literature since the Renovation policy.

The study is divided into two main parts. The first part of the study will
discuss the concept of ‘motherhood’ in the Vietnamese context and will show

how women have been represented in Vietnamese literature in different
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periods. It is generally known that Vietnam was influenced by Chinese culture,
including the ideas about the role of women. Vietnamese women have been
controlled by the Confucian concepts of three submissions and four virtues.
The three submissions divide a woman’s life into three stages: when she is
young she has to obey her father; when she is married she has to depend on
her husband; and if her husband dies she will have to listen to her eldest son.
The four virtues include: labour (which constitutes skills like cooking, sewing
and embroidery), physical appearance, appropriate speech and proper
behaviour. As widely seen through classical literature and folk tales, women
are often characterised as the gentle mother and faithful wife. However, the
representation of women has changed dramatically since the August
Revolution in 1945. Women are often represented as fighters and laborers in
novels and short stories. After the land reform programme and agricultural
collectivisation were introduced in North Vietnam in the 1950s, novelists and
short story writers emphasised the role of peasant women in agricultural
production. It is evident that the collective farms had to rely on women’s labour
whilst almost all the men in the village were recruited to fight in the war. It is
reckoned that, during the war, women made up 80-90 per cent of the
members of the agricultural co-operatives.

The second part of the study will focus on how the idea of ‘motherhood’
is depicted and discussed in literary works after the renovation policy was
announced in 1986. It will also examine the main factors underlining the
changes and continuities in Vietnamese women’s view towards ‘motherhood’.
As seen through literary texts, women are characterized as victims of the war.
The deprivation of these female veterans and their unfulfilled dream to be a
mother is also used as a tool to criticize the government policy mainly focusing

on economic development and political stability. Most authors in this period
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commented that female veterans are forgotten and it seems that nobody will
pay attention to their welfare. However, towards the conclusion, it is seen that
the Confucian idea of the role of women as a mother is strengthened and
reconfirmed through the plight of these female veterans and their desire to be
a mother. It is shown that, through the long period of Vietnamese history, the
women are still closely connected to ‘motherhood’, which will guarantee their

existence and value.
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