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Chamberlain (1991 : 103) ldifudayacmdant mwlnuuw a1n
Huanns (Informant) finuluenuanen (Refugee Camp) lu ¢.6.1974
wrdssduni manssussulasemuan 5 AUBNMINITEN M
ﬁ'@uw‘]m'} Méne / men® / Uaz Chamberlain ld9an1w1 Tai mene lriagjlu
@3znan ¥ (Linguistic Family) Austro-Thai Iuﬂﬁju Tai-Kadai group 121
mwlnnguinila (Tai Northern Branch) iwmnzliansmizvas s9assngne
(tone) LLa:ﬂE\j&Iﬁ’lﬁ'Wﬁﬁ?ug’m (basic vocabulary) InaLfAssny Northern Tai
(NT) ganina 13 luunaana Mene © A Tai dialect originally spoken in Nghé
An (Nghé Tinh) 91

Of particular interest were several lexical items normally

associated with languages of the Northern Branch of the Tai

Ethnolinguistic family that are found much further north in the

provinces of Guizhou and Guangxi in southeastern China.
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AewmsulAsuulssmsineses a.a. 1975 1 113mkg Sanfisudann ldvihnsfinm
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“euninaifoazinoandeale” 289 odweduaziueanidosld uis 11333 sanfiey
a v a s

Goaww (8191w 5308 winume, 2545 1 1)

“nuan iwasmzaan”sein “lauun” ualuwdseilai “Inuaw” eldifienny anasas
v “In” nanads ﬂu‘ﬂwammmwna"lm (Tai Family) uaz 1991 Méne @1u91m89 Robert
J. Chamberiain Aufluinmuwnm a3 wdefindmnayidulaEsn tnuum 1 Men (Laurent
Chazée), Mene (Joachim Schliesinger)
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32315181
TAI AUSTROASIATIC MIAO - YAO | SINO- TIBETAN | OTHERS
1 LAO 1 KHMU OU |b KHMU KEUN |1 HMONG LAY | 2 KHO POULY NYAI| 3 POUMONG
2 PHUTAI |2 KATANG |c KHABIT [2pyoNgkao[S KHONUQUL 1 boipoy
3 PHOUANE |3 MAKONG(BROU)|d ~ SAMTAO |3 yaAQ MIEN g Eﬂg fmA ¢ TEKET
4 TAINYO |4 SUAY |t POUARK | 4| AQ HUAY | 6 MOUSSEUR KHAO|d  SALAO
5 TaDENg |° WAVEN |0 TUM g anreny | (LaRU) e KHMER
6 TaLug |° TAOY I SEDANG |4 poNoy| 7 MOUSSEUR DAM |¢  gugyan
Ko |7 KFMUROKIi - KAYONG (LAHU) o CHNESE
8 TALANG |j TONG 8 KHO PALA
8 TAI NYUANE 9 CAL kK KADO 9 KHO POIULY NOY|h  THAI
9 TAIDAM |10 kvULU |1 KANAY 1? ﬁgo NUTCHI |i  VIET
10 LACISAN |11 KATU m  TAHANG 2 KHO EUPA
12 ALAKIn  KATE b KHO KOPIEN NYAI
13 LAWAE |0 MALENG ¢ KHO KOPIEN NOY
a  TAIMEUIY (BRAO) |p TCHAHO d KHO CHAPO NYAI
b TAINEUA |14 PHAI g SAPOUAN & KHO CHAPO NOY
¢ TAIPEUNG |15 LAMET |s CHUI f KHO BOTCHE
4 TAILAAN |16 PAKO [t THAYH THEN ﬁ :A%ﬂzsséﬁ
e YANG 17ov u MON LUANG (KUI LUNG)
¢ Tasay |18 NGUAN v LAW  MOUSSEUR
o TAIMEN 19 KOUENE |w TONG LUANG !_UANG (KUI SUNG)
20 LAOSENG |  (Yumbri) i SIDA/SILA
h TATHE 151 kaseng [x  DoU k LOLO
I TAIPAO 195 NGAE |y KSING MUUL | KEU (Akeu)
i TAIKOUANE| o3 CHIENG [z PHONG m HAYI
k  TAIKALEUN|24 GYA HON |21 KHHU MOKPLA e eTeHO
| ASEK 25 SOU 22 SALANG o MOUTEUN
m TAI KHANG |26 YAE z3 KRI g PANNA
n  TAISET 27 PLRAI z4 AHOE r  KHO DJEPIA
o YOY 28 KHMU ME |25 ATEL s KHO NYAHEU
o N.A 26 CHATONG t KHO AKOUI
a KHVU KHONG |27 ARAO u  KONGSAT
q PHONG v PUNNYOT
27 31 28 4 33 9

.

n

MAP OF ETHNIC GROUPS OF LAOS CARTE DES ETHNIES DU LAOS
(Laurent Chazée. 2002)
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Historical and Naming Process of the
Tai-mene : Influences of Culture
on Language

Rattana Chanthao

The Tai-mene is an ethnic group residing in villages in Bolikhamsai
province in the Lao PDR. In the past, they lived in Chiang-men village of
Nghé-An province in the Vietnam. The Tai-mene people emigrated to and
settled in the Lao slightly less than 80 years ago, but the up-to-date
information on the exact number of them is not available. There are about
30,000 of Tai-mene people. Linguistically, the language of the Tai-mene
people belongs to the Tai Language Family. The Tai-mene are well-known
for their individual names and the process of naming people. Not only does
the name show the unique characteristics of the Tai-mene culture, but it also
play an important role as a device for strengthening relationships and creating
harmony between people in the community.

In the naming process, parents first give a name to their child by
consulting with a more-mon, or a spiritual specialist in the village so they can
have a name that is spiritually suitable to the date of birth of their child. They
believe that auspicious names benefit the child. If the date of birth does not go
together with the gender of the child, the name must be changed to make the
connection between the both factors. For example, if a female child was born
on a male day, the name must indicate the female sex of the child. Similarly,
if the male child was born on a female day, the name should specify the male

sex of the child.
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Later, during the first one to three years, if the child has a chronic
iliness, the Tai-mene believe that it is caused by an unfit and inauspicious
name. Consequently, they change the name of the child. Nowadays, 80
percent of Tai-me&ne people have a second name, which has become their
permanent name. The second name generally begins with the word mai,
meaning “new,” followed by the same old name or the new given name such
as mai nang, the previous name being nang.

Apart from the child’s family members, the more mon and elderly people
in the village play a vital role in giving the second name to the child. In doing
so, they hold a ceremony or cast lots to find the right person to name the child.
After receiving the second name, the child and his or her family generally have
a relative-like kinship with the family of the person who gave him or her the
second name.

As a result, the naming process is not simply giving a name to a
person, but it is a kind of wisdom of the Tai-mene to stimulate social interac-
tion in the community. Moreover, it also reflects the idea of living in harmony
in a community linked through this naming process. However, the culture of
naming people in the Tai-mene ethnic group would disappear if the govern-
ment applied the more conventional record system because the certificate of
birth and house registration would identify only the first name, and the tradi-

tional naming process would finally fade away.

UA 1 avui 3 Augneu-SuoAu 2548



