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Abstract

The Yali Falls Dam, the largest dam yet built in the lower Mekong Basin, is
having a severe impact on local communities living downstream, including indigenous and
ethnic minorities living along the Se San River Basin in Rattanakiri, Strung Treng, and
Kratie provinces in northeast Cambodia. The majority of people in these provinces are
highland people from diverse ethnic groups such as the Kreung, the Tampaun, the Kavet,
the Brao, the Jarai, the Kachock and the Phnong. The Se San River, a tributary of the
Mekong that originates in the central highland of Vietnam and flows into Cambodia, is the
largest and most significant source of livelihood for the people in these provinces.

This article focuses on the indigenous environmental movement in Rattanakiri
province, the “Se San River Protection Community Network” (SPN), formed in 2001 to
represent the rights and interests of indigenous and ethnic communities affected by the
dam who demand compensation for damages. The movement is examined from an
anthropological perspective, focusing on the process by which the SPN gains power and

legitimacy to access natural resources.
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(An Dong Meas) uazwajtinuuediiag (Bong Koat) duaaniag (Ta Veng)
81LNBAN LABANNTILIATEEY Mr. Kim Sangha Hilsz TUNUlaTINTY
Emily Polack 1§ wwinflues SPN 9T “Unwn”® 189 SPN luszduinud
ﬁmmﬂ"gmu@hm fy MIRIWMIRIARA WULARzASITH Hidowldag
shunudIminTivas SPN, CEPA” waz Oxfam America® 3081800699240
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(1) Rattanakiri Fisheries Office and NTFP (2000) Study on the
Downstream Impacts of the Yali Falls Dam in the Sesan River Basin in
Rattanakiri Province, Northeast Cambodia.

(2) The Centre for Natural Resources and Environmental Studies,
Vietnam National University (2001) Study into the Impact of the Yali Falls
Dam on Resettled and Downstream Communities.

(3) Bruce Mckenney (2001) Economic Valuation of Livelihoods
Income Losses and other Tangible Downstream Impacts from theYali Falls
Dam to the Sesan River Basin.

(4) lan G. Baird and others (2002) A Community-Based Study of
the Downstream Impacts of the Yali Falls Dam Along the Sesan, Srepok and

Sekong River in Stung Treng Province, Norteast Cambodia.

° §a3unlunsdangwin focal person

"'ldun Mr. Peak Saven (Se San Network officer), Mr. Chan Tee &g Mr. Bai Thongyot (focal
persons)

® Kate M. Lazarus L&y Femy Pinto
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(5) Michael A. Lerner (2003) Dangerous Waters: Violations of
International Law and Hydropower Development along the Sesan River,
An Oxfam America Report.
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