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“Nang” is it a loanword from Khmer

or Thai-Chinese cognate
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Abstract

Linguists have long been interested in researching cognates. The outcome of
this research lead to the creation of the concept of language families. Furthermore, it can
bring to light relationships between various human ethnic groups in certain areas. Loanwords
occur when there is communication between speakers of different languages. Cognates,
however, are words that have the same origin and that changed and evolved to become
new languages. At the same time, some characteristics still remain so that the words are
specified as cognates. In regions where cultures are similar and the history is shared,
many words containing some of the same characteristics are found, and sometimes it is
difficult to determine whether they are cognates or loanwords.

The Thai language, which is related to both Khmer and Chinese, has the word
nang, meaning woman The present article, using historical data and linguistic evidence,
considers whether the word nang is a loanword from Khmer or a cognate with a Chinese
word The research draws two conclusions. The first is that nang is not a loanword from
Khmer, but rather, a Thai-Chinese cognate. The second conclusion is that the word nang
in Khmer is connected to middle historic Chinese.

Key Words: historical linguistics; Thai language loanwords; Thai-Chinesecognates
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