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Abstract

This study “Logic of Consumption towards Bicycle using in
everyday’s lives of Thai People” aims to investigate the real reasons
for using bicycles by Thai people in Bangkok and Chiang Mai from both
media perspective and the perspective of Thai people as the bicycle
users. The result of this study will be applied to encourage Thai people
to cycle on a regular basis. The three objectives of this study are
1) to investigate reasons for bike cycling in everyday life’s Thai people
2) to explain reasons for bike cycling in everyday life’s Thai people
and 3) to understand bike cycling’s meanings reasons for bike cycling
in everyday life’s Thai people. This research uses both qualitative and
quantitative methods employing the logic of consumption and critical
semiotics framework for comparing the logic of cycling between media
(textual analysis on 2 bike cycling TV programs and bicycle printed ads
in 2 bike cycling magazines) and cyclists in Bangkok and Chiang Mai

(questionnaire, in-depth interview and observation). The result showed
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that the sampling groups who use bicycles in Bangkok and Chiang Mai
mainly select the logic of use value’s Baudrillard (bicycles perform
as vehicles, exercise equipment for short distances and equipment
for entertainment). Moreover, another reason of bicycle use depends
on the logic of exchange value as a low-priced bicycle that allows
consumers to afford to buy a bicycle to cycle for short distances and
short time cycling. In addition, the most sampling groups select some
meanings for the bike cycling using logic of sign values (profession,
freedom, group identities, friendship and etc.). Considering mass media
from the perspective of both TV programs and magazines, cycling is
presented in the media as a way to use spare time for travelling which
may be over long distances that would take a long time. It can be seen
that cycling, from a mass media perspective, requires higher costs for
travelling and equipment for cycling than cycling from the perspective
of people who use bicycles in Bangkok and Chiang Mai. The latter group
aims to cycle for short distances over short time frames, travelling in
closed areas which are considered to be safer than in public area that
are used to commute by regular traffic area. Moreover, the real price
of bicycles given on TV programs and in magazines are higher than
the price people are able to afford for everyday use. The government,
other cycling organizations and the media should focus on the logic of
use values and cheaper cycling in order to extend cycling involvement

in Thai society.

Keywords: Bicycle, Bike Cycling, Logic of Consumption, Thai Society
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