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Abstract

Big data discourse is widespread in many fields. Public
organizations are starting to be interested in using big data for analysis
in order to drive policies. There are many collections, recording and
utilization of insight information from various aspects of both individuals
and society. Subjects of the digital age are both the producers of data
from their daily activities and the objects being watched through
the data that they produce. In other words, they become data citizens.
The purpose of this article is to use genealogy to investigate
the history of data-citizenship discourse. The framework of the analysis
is from Michel Foucault’s concepts of power, biopower, biopolitics,
subjectification and objectification. The article suggests that three

Thai historical circumstances are major conditions for the formation
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of data-citizenship Including the registration of citizens in Thailand,

21the development of psychological data collection for human
behavior analysis, and the development of information technology
infrastructure. The results show the dynamics of the discourse and
knowledge about the collection and utilization of Thai citizen data.
The article offers diverse roots of data-citizenship arising from historical
ruptures, and articulations of different components that have their own
history and become our present. All of historical conditions become part of

a network of powers creating and manipulating human being.
Keywords: Power, Discourse, Data-Citizenship, Genealogy, Michel Foucault
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