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Abstract

This research employs various qualitative approaches in terms of
data collection and analysis. The first one is documentary research.
The process involves conceptualising and assessing relevant literatures in
order to realize the Thai elderly’s usage of media. In-depth interview and
focus group discussion with scholars, community leaders, and social
welfare officials are also applied for finding out the competence of media,
information and digital literacy (MIDL) of the Thai elderly. The last one
is public hearing with the experts to determine MIDL indicator, which is
the main objective of this research project, for advocating democratic
citizenship of the Thai elderly.

Findings reveals that MIDL indicators encompass four competencies
concerning media usage and information consumption. The first
competency is the practice allowing elderly to access media. This means
using media diversely without any harm and understand the backeround
of media industry. The second one is the practice allowing elderly to
critically evaluate media. This involves the ability of inspecting the
trustworthiness of the media content and becoming aware of negative
effect when disseminating information. The third one, creating content,
is the practice of transferring tacit knowledge to explicit knowledge.
The fourth competency is the applying of such knowledge to be available
on the media. The purpose of this practice is to communicate and
participate with society for change which is one of the core concept of

democratic citizenship.

Keywords Media Literacy, MIDL, Thai Elderly
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