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Abstract

Thai cuisine represents Thai identities. This study is content analysis
analyzing how Thainess is represented through media. Analytic framework
of this study are critical theories including ideological analysis, knowledge
and power discourse, and consumption of signs. The samples are
Thai movie about food entitled ‘Sense of Siam,” food competition program
on TV, and the advertisement of Tourist Authority of Thailand. Also,
in-depth interview is employed to interview the owners and customers of
Thai restaurant in South Korea. The findings show that Thainess portrayed
in the media include upper Thai social class, royal court and bureaucracy
custom, patriarchy ideology and sexual inequity ideology. However,
nowadays, the audiences/consumers who live in foreign lands create new
meaning of eating Thai dishes on their own. This study shows that
Thai cuisine are medium for ideological domination, political and
economic practice, and also be used by consumers for present their
identity, social class and taste. For the foreigners, they g¢o to
Thai restaurant for a special meal, but for Thai people living abroad, they
create new meaning of Thai restaurant that it is not only the place to eat
but also the meeting place for Thai communities and escape from the

pressure of daily life in foreign land.
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