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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative research entitled “The Roles of
Public Media in Negotiating Meaning for Prisoners” is to study the program
contents of public media in negotiating meaning for the prisoners. The
study was conducted by using content analysis to analyze two Thai PBS
programs about the issues of prisoners broadcasted during 2013-2015
including the documentary program “Perd Dan Chee Vit” and the series
of short film program “Chee Vit Tee Took Leum.” The concepts of
narrative components and hegemony negotiation were employed to
analyze the two programs. On one hand, the findings showed that there
was re-creation of negotiating meaning for prisoners in public media’s
programs about prisoners; for example, prisoner was defined as “a person
with potential”, “a ¢ood person”, “a grateful person”, “an assiduous
person”, “a penitent person”, and “a family man.” On the other hand,
the programs also reproduced the traditional definition of the term by
using narrative structure and ideological practice; for example, a prisoner
was defined as “a person lacking of freedom” and “a dangerous criminal.”
In terms of proportion of the programs’ content, the most frequently
found content was about negotiating or recreating meaning of the term
“prisoner,” and this led to greater acceptance of a prisoner rather than
labelling a prisoner with bias. Moreover, it could make people understand
and accept that prisoners achieved human equality as people in society,
and they should be given a chance of redemption to live peacefully with

others as ordinary people in the society.
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