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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative research was to carry out a
comparative analysis of meaning of ghost in Kon Ouad Pee television
program with the belief in ghosts in Thai society. The findings from
textual analysis could be divided into three points. Firstly, ‘shost’ carried
traditional connotations of ‘shost” as (1) a bad spirit haunts people; (2) a
good spirit protects and warns human; (3) a ghost that appears in order
to ask for merits from human. Secondly, negotiation of meaning between
the traditional meaning and the denotation of the word in Kon Ouad Pee
showed nine points. (1) Ghost was often referred to as an individual,
(2) ghost was called by new definition; (3) ghost has emotions and feelings
inside its heart; (4) ghost makes human suffer; (5) ghost appears when it
is challenged through rituals; (6) ghost possesses human body in order to
ask for help or justice; (7) vengeful spirit can hurt and spite human;
(8) ghost is a vengeful spirit and it seeks revenge against its murderer; (9)
ghost that does not let go from human nor rest in peace because its
murderer is still get off scot-free. Lastly, the findings revealed that the new
definition of ghost or disclaim of the traditional meaning of the term ‘ghost’
was depended on the changes of social context, resulting in rejection or
disappearance of the positive meaning of ghost in the television program
as follows: (1) good ghosts or protector spirits who protect and look after
the nature, (2) ancestor or hero spirits who protect community and

country, and (3) good ghosts who help and cure human of sickness.
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