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Abstract

The objectives of this study entitled “Communication to Maintain
Ethnic Identity Among Burmese Diasporas in Chiang Mai Province: A Case
Study of Burmese Diasporas Residing in Mueang Chiang Mai District of
Chiang Mai Province” is to examine the communication processes used
to maintain ethnic identity among the Burmese diasporas living in Mueang
Chiang Mai District, Chiang Mai province, Thailand. In-depth interview, focus
group, and participant observation are employed to gather data from the
diasporas, together with documentary research method analyzing relevant
documents. This research focuses on scrutinizing the communication
processes to maintain the research population’s ethnic identity via three
channels: communication by cultural manifestation, communication via
the media, and social activities. Influential factors affecting the
communication processes to maintain the population’s ethnic identity are
also examined, along with the Burmese mass media roles and
responsibilities which affect the population’s lives. The findings lead to
conclusion of the whole process of the maintaining of the Burmese’s
ethnic identity, who live in Mueang Chiang Mai district.

The findings showed that the research population’s process of
maintaining their ethnic identity could be categorized into five categories
as follows: 1) a group of existing identity using Buddhist rituals, values,
beliefs, and the festival of twelve months—putting emphasis on only

seven out of twelve months; birth rite, wedding ceremony, Burmese diet,
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tradition of chewing areca nuts; 2) a group of applied identity using ethnic
clothing, Thanaka, and funeral tradition of chewing areca nuts among
teenagers; 3) a group of newly created identity using social welfare
activities and Myanmar Community’s activities; 4) a group of lost identity
using the festival of twelve months—putting emphasis on only five out
of the twelve months; 5) a group of resurrected identity using Burmese
language (among the second-generation).

Furthermore, based on the findings, the influential factors having
impact on the communication process used by the research population
to maintain their ethnic identity include social and cultural contexts both
in Burma and Mueang Chiang Mai district, media access, social status,
history, and residence. Besides, the examination of four of the Burmese
media: radio, television, newspaper, other forms of print media, and online
media on the role of being the gatekeeper of information revealed that
the role affected four aspects of the Burmese lives: internal
communication within the group, external communication, maintenance
of the group’s identity, and cultural reproduction.

Also, important influential factor having impact on the research
population’s communication process to maintain their ethnic identity,
based on the findings, was power relation. The group tried to fill the
relation gap or avoiding to be excluded from the society. In other words,
they were trying to prevent the creation of the Otherness, together with
adjusting themselves to the environment, showing their identity according
to situations in accordance with their relations with the person or group

of people whom they were interacting with at that time.
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