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The Etymology of Lao(s) in Ancient Chinese Manuscripts
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Abstract

This article focuses on the etymology of the country name Laos
as recorded in ancient Chinese manuscripts from 69 A.D. to 1627 A.D. Using
historical approach on six selected Chinese dynasties, the study discovered
that Laos as a people and a country, had two political —historical derivations.
Before 1351 A.D., Han, Tang, Sung, and Yuan dynasties chronicled Laos as Ai Lao,
Lao, Mueang Lao, Wen Tan, and Lao Gok, respectively. However, these
sources did not cite the origins of the Laotian ancestry. Then, from 1351 to
1627 A.D., the Yuan and Ming dynasties referred to Laos with the words Lao
Ua, Lao Koua, and Lan Jang. These three terms are related to the ancient
Lanxang culture, which Laotians had practices for a long period of time.
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W9As LazTIeAneny Tenanis an fwellll shean, Wioeneva van,
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1988,1.32)” Wufiundannin Tutieda.me9-445 tonarsaulusalatuiinGes
smngudean lugiuy audidounisnang fuanidesd vidoausneing Gl
pdngilunadouloseumandfunduauanly avdan udvsemsla i
finvesusy TRmansdutndlfiAndunenduieulnamags Reunilsavianssy
Tnainfgulaanivuenandnsaugie o Wewd (T Wewmes vEanads

N5EUNe Mua1RU) Tugaela.f.1353
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am..” (196129, 1985, 1,24 Sradidlums 3 Ty, 1988, 1.34)
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atfuil 1 %’wa’aég (A.F.945) TPBUTINAUAE NaMda “Luazueneeny
apseh dmilndvzalfuazinfunuoni Fenauash dudumiledndumils
Anfungiiiugs Benduauasun Sndeniadeniviudy” ua “U7 6 Tusvna
id (.A771) Widleaiududedil Wumanaed 11 Fenluswdniniu”
WE U, $huit 197 Srsfislumsa 3 vilu 19881, 33)
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(Hudh, 1774, shuit 10 Sradslumds 3 iy, 2531, 1.33)

2.2.3 anfin

A1 anfin dor Yseinaldusngluenansiu sewinela.m.727-1338
11U 2 ady

atfudl 1 Ussgumemmnsiudeafuidiesan e “U4 15 Tuwnia
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Anfisfiduvnamsauueuaess Sunnfadeiuls Weadeide Uludy wuas
dosw Wesanidufnilsfidumsaunauaneldfadeduld wanumeaniih
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1988, u.34)
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atful 2 WirnANsIINAVEIL (A.A.1370) IeBUTTNENINSIATY
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awdn “Uit 4 luSvnialevieru (ae. 1338) iew 8 weydilesanifinuia
guuudmauTeumenametidluiisvdin Wiasadudiinaulugaues
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3. AYUENNUSVRIAIINANINUIIEAT Y30D18WaNL, A7, A1L, Az, W9,
AN, NAIUT9
3.1 818817 %58978%AN

£
P

91881 Msee1eay (M9 3 iy, 1988, W. 31; IS g:ﬁﬁﬂé, 1992,
u. 395; flue, w4, Srefivlunds 3 iy, 1988, u. 32) Unngduadausnade
eddu Tvhedlomussnudeaviiud Wela.aeo arwd “U7 12 lufvna
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wisrwenandnslne nseile Aenszuansinanumie3ennRusInygeeilne
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3.3 47z

fifedunnin thuszfRmanideuiouanlasradsiunudeuaiie
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nauildnwnsia funguildnude wdngrumeUsy imansuesineGonmnin
1 “ddiu” (e Busin wazaion 3una, 1998, U5-6)

3.4 8z

UszIRmanidenndouanldliteyn Tutsiu eladidnes viereunihidy
Bendn Pasdannunssy lugas 1200 U neuasaddns v 3 a.a. 500 ¥mdwlamiam,
wnifurmagn dadiu nduauitnanvaen-vvus evfeuzduiu wnladledds, ol
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(2000) i dnyiusmasnluguzussnywUes NdUANTY 138 AuTiyaATY
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2 g namite nauusnRrMARz SuanluuTnagh s denldass

o1andnsavly AuvEnaly AU nquil 2 ¥laznmanzTueeniuuingunluld

asadlawing 9 017 ey Masdng), Weadean wiegissulau, Weaiy
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19R5UBY (NTTNTIMOAUTILAL TMUTTIH,2000,14.33-4)
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3.7 #AUN (G1Ut9)

asfpsmansndilveireg ey vaudnsunnglunseiavis 2 ads
el NEMFD NTANBUTININT AUTIBNUMENITTAMNNMTEBY WIne1 NTHINI
I¥dmeaiauomanmeussanmavesemauaellilule m 1565 (wnen nadiia,
2011, 1.120) LW;msaﬂmamsLﬁaqﬁﬁwﬁzﬂuﬁm%q nanafe Tule.A.1566 N5V
FIURVBINTHLITYLTIUBY NMIATOUATRIRULAY NITAVAIUINNWMUTIFRE TWean
Wudonanasn auauaany (e wedesiiies, 1996, 1.231) nTinaLNTIn
lonansueude-nilsdegrast a.m1391-1628 TiUsingdin an Tu 3 dnwas
nanfe dnunirdl 1 990 AA1391- 1566 NM3Funa1in wandr dnwaeil 2
vianfumngluenaslunadudede.a 1545 uay dnwaeil 3 Tul Ar.1566
wa1IgIgnIsEnImaIudN ddedunadn 9l A.A.1567-1628 s1dinduleld
ATENATTI MaNITUNAIIILY LAY

fiamidunsdfnuvesiannnmmanunifudss iimeans Jaade
yosamnuUIundean madies uay aswghn unanuillddumudiinanity
Urnguingutuduafusnluuiunmsdeay namite drh &, g, wiedsan
vanefsngususarnATUSTIwnn v wen vz vielesdlasilifou enduUzly
funguauinanwinsznala-an Tuuinasglamemeulduisdingssidu Jauds
Aupanituaangy name uduavdean mianldusngluuiumanmsdies
Nnudnguiu adods fe s wesvdngualiveysenddlsiosunedelsiuiley i
wasynmensdesiiviaiientueyseiuuidioshemile liusngdianan
vinefsiumimanisifiowsssvidananddlifinnuduiusiunguauiina
awmszala-anlufiudl a.0.4.01 fuassgiiamneisssnaiinoo
Aenansgiinaterdeng Susenidedliuazidulsemaiilifimiseennzia usisse
suzidusgiaflosinludumaansunslv (edgd ungens, 2003) SausisrueSan
AU 19 1Wuduan nyuiesesas e Ignesuglugrusiiidesniy
fudedlumsesreanon (umszsimslunssumauhanszaeundiiegin,

NIasfaleans uninerdewild
Ui 3 adun 2 Uszddau nangnen -5ui1Au 2558



2547) tfuande.e.1950 WWusuan fimanmadiesiiunasesanssiidoussme
vosnueuiedeidusunusUuuugaumsaimensidies nsUnasesiinuaine
LU WILIID1UNANTANI (de Bréval,1959) wagd.U.1U.a17 (NTen519aasaninay
TWUFTIN,2000)

uneuillddumu Wannisvesditanldidunefidunnuiummig
Fsmuweanguaudiyaniwinsznala-an udidesandadensgiisansnisides
I¢dadvsnaliianldnareundugegnelinsunasesesigiduuds nanfe
ao1w, Bonuy, wih, uazdSaaa neflan dianligniadeuuslusmeundn
mi%’qLﬁaaLaamﬁuﬁmﬂL%yasmaLLazi’muﬁiiﬂusumun”ﬁa%q%’gm&mﬂmﬁwdw
agufunSaea Seduneauavanuseandseysuundnsusimntull feanu
vavtmenadiesinszuuoaniey Idsmueliiassgiarnduussnai
RavngruanemeuenlunsassTn Uwaqﬂﬁ Foennstuuglinuanansiaes,
Aulveasny AuyuEBoulanTenindanNLANANYINGNIIRRUG NISLATTN
AMIIATDIALLARENEN NTUANVINDBNYBINTTBYTINUBESTUR Inglany
nstshuuAamssafeadesduimadenifuastaussu fignadistuan
nauiunAses IleauswousewnAnigAuuUlm msidilauazaszuiindete
inuredn amualddunsuarmuuimslunisfassanwiuuseifmans
Ffuegsdumduly

N3ensfadrans unnIngrdewild
U1 3 aduyl 2 Uszdndou nsngiau -SunAx 2558



USTANYNTY
Mulng wazn1w1an

nsuAaUINS. (2002). Usermen7amsauun /eIl 7. NN 2 NoNSTUNTsu
wazUsyiRmans.

N3ENTHUNAIILAL TuTTIN.(2000).Usz Iamansardna ussiaatagui.
SERPVIRENTIGIIITALCE

nsEnANYIENIS. (2009). wuuieunimiLaslansouFausIsUYsy N
U 4. Gosdumi: aandufuaivineimansnisinu,

Ins g, (1992). Aaruihanvesdiae e 873 uazveu uszanvazns
Fnuvesdoruni avvauysaliiuiy Touianse MmevuTIAves.
fanindadl 3 nqammer: A,

alng? nasguwazaten $unNa.(1998). #15IUNTUNGUYIANUTALTY. NTUNW ) :
USEN avisIsiindna.

WIneN NSANA. (2011). “WaF29975RUUNMERT Taxa9AlugIeang 1
Usedimansyifard”. auniv Useiimansdnw Jaudianinetde
W IngnaeAaUINg

niien BuisTauazaen Sauna.(1998). 199N TUNQUIIANUTA 2. NN 1 :

e ansssiindnin.

leByf 1198151, (2003). UseIfmIansiATygNveIsIveIaI9NTaIIa MY N.
ST 1 ; RaauAmFUANeULABS,

sumszrrinushunssumauianss veuna e 1509 wsysrminaaylu
WILU WU INTEIDUNANUTIDEN.(2547). NFUNNL: AMLNTIUNNT
grugn1sinnueiunssifiosd nssumamianszasunadnegin
Fafuiuiiszanlulomaidunsyususvauanasy 200 T
Fuil 18 ganem wa. 2547.

¢

305 1MNN3.183. (2006).97WAUAT NS DTLTIF Ve nsunw 1 : a¥fnassdyad.
Wy neArSIes. (1996).Usmn%m5.1/721'/52,\/-1/721'/¢7”7m7yw. Wealuy: d1in
LAIBNTUIENSFUUNS.
a3anA dosana. (2553). UseIfmansaiu. fuinsi 7. ATV 1 : UTEVeNINg
WIuRaUTTUAYD.
Nsa1sAaUAIEns LINeIAIUNLY
Uil 3 atiuil 2 Uszdudeu nsngreu —Sure 2558

©



dan J5e29d. (1996). UsydAmansard. nJunm =1 URvL. . (2006).
mga Miides. Yslund ludn wlannawanauduniwine.
ANLABUYUETN  09AANNINATULARINABY. NTUVN: WAYY.

w¥a 3 uilu. (1988) “aawduiusseniilonneanudosludyly
vywwmmsswﬁ 19.” Anginus UsygonusmansumUudia
Ayl IRmEns YaInIiumIvied.

DUNUTIYTUNTEEN. (2010) [1941]. (Foaveamilne. NI 21 : ASUAAUINS,
NILNTIIAUTTIUL.

NEU

MH199.01985). loplidond (Idrendeu-gunlusin (a.m1265), Tuussou
wiFTImsTuAe R Udean. wemnu 3w diinfinmddelunuadan.

B, (LU, WATINITIVNANEIY (MEIUFD) : UsTHINSWSSAYUA ALA 1370,
FWTlUUTEE WIANIANTTIVNA 24 Y. Ynie: nsuntisdedsg,
adlpansnsasguszvvuiu.

1mends. (1985). BeuiFus. o1a9nsane 9 Tudeauan, T Ussaudoyaideariy
arluwsrrranslusiad. uamamenuuIu: drtiniiniaglan.

Hudh. (1774). vy (.A867): £uil 10, Ynite: veayavans Wiwi’mﬁﬂg%uﬁau.

ftue. (1.0.0.) e (n.m 398-445).: sfaudl 2 usswinswssidemiug, Infa:
NsUNaEe99I, adpansnsnsgussmvuiu.
@), Iy (n.r.398-445): shuil 86 UssSmantidouns Sumnidedls
YnAs: nsuvlsdeamn, alpansnsausgUsvInuAL.

yadd. (U0, oy  miedosrvasdtiatunussmauas (n.945), sl 197
Infe: nsumisdensy,

WAINE.(1947). QLLUalm??aLﬂu?m. missothudleds (Nhangse Benmeeng Le).
AU, HUUTL: dniinfusiiudou.

wisngendu. (... 7/75’0'41/717\74627'&/7?7@' (R.A.1629) $uil 3. A : nsumTsdermnu
adlyansnusgusTuITUIL.

Svil. (UL, meessiudau (a.m.265-317) : usswiviednai, shuil 796, 1309
6?'95'7;7. guwY veAnasnutisdelusal.

N3ensfadrans unnIngrdewild
U1 3 aduyl 2 Uszdndou nsngiau -SunAx 2558



M1 wazn1uplTaLAE

Boulanger, Le Paule. (1931). Histoire du Laos Francais. Paris: Librairie Plon.

Chamberlain, James. (1986). “Remark on the Origin of Thao Hung or
Cheuang,” in papers from the Conference on Thai Studies in
Honor of William J. Gedney. Robert J. Bickner, Thomas J. Huduk
and Patcharin Pevasantivong. Eds. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan.
Michigan papers on South and Southeast Asian, Center for South
and Southeast Asian Studies, Number 25, Pp.57-90.

de Bréval, René J .ed. (1959). Kingdom of Laos. Saigon: France Asie.

Halpern, Joel M. (1964). Government, politics, and social structure in Laos:
A study of tradition and innovation. Monograph series no.4, Southeast
Asian Studies. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Lee, Sandra Soo-Jin. (2015). “2. Race and the science of difference in the
age of genomics.” Pp.26-39. Edited by Karim Murji and John Solomons.
Theories of Race and Ethnicity. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Sila Viravong. (1964). 2nd ed. History of Laos. New York: PARAGON BOOK
REPRINT CORP.

Taylor, Keith Weller. (1983). The Birth of Vietnam. Berkeley: University of
California Press.

Terwiel, Bernard J. (1978). “The Origin of the T’ai Peoples Reconstructed”
In Orient: Extremus 25 (1978):239-57.

Vatthana Pholsena. (2006). Post-War Laos: the Politics of Culture, History
and Identity. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.

Wade, Geoff.(2005).Southeast Asia in the Ming Shi-lu: An OPEN ACCESS
RESOURCE. www.epress.nus.edu.sg/msl/. (Viewed on 2010-2011).

NIasfaleans uninerdewild @
Ui 3 adun 2 Uszddau nangnen -5ui1Au 2558



