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Style of legal structure in Ancient Lanna Law
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Abstract

This research aims to collect and devide name of ancient Lanna law
and study form of ancient Lanna law. The information related to 22 of ancient
Lanna law manuscripts in this research have already been transliterated into
central Thai language. The study found that the ancient Lanna law can be

categorized into eight kinds: 1) Dhammasastra, 2) Mangrai, 3) Dhamma,
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4) Avahara, 5) Mangraidhammasastra, 6) Nangsueanulomyankotmaiboran,
7 YHathakammavinitchaibaleedeekaromsommuthiraj and 8)Kotmai. In term
of form, it can be divided into 3 parts, that is, introduction, content, and
conclusion. It is found that there are 2 forms of introduction, 1) the mention
of King Mangrai and his greatness in Mangrai law, 2) the worship and praise
of the Tri Gems in Dhamma Law. In terms of content, there are 3
characteristics, 1) law provisions for verdict, 2) the usage of tales for
verdict, and 3)law provision for the usage of tales for verdict. For conclusion,
there are 8 types, namely, 1) ending remarks, 2) citing date and time
copied, 3) copying objectives, 4) indicating copying site, 5) indicating names
of copier, 6) copiers’ apology, 7) indicating sources of the copied manuscript,
and 8) indicating lineage of accession to throne.
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