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Representations of Buddhist Monks in Mala Khamchan’s Short Stories
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Abstract

This article investigates the presentations of Buddhist monks which
are contextually constructed as appeared in Mala Khamchan’s 14 short
stories. It is found that the representations can be divided into two categories:
1) the representation of Lanna monks which can be characterized as the
following, monks as common human being, monks according to their
immortality, monks as the community leader, monks who have self-control,
and monks as a local sage with custom knowledge. 2) the representation

of monks from the central part which can be characterized as the following,
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monks who favour occultism, monks who seek fame and build an image,
and monks who indulge themselves in capitalism and consumerism. These
portrayals of monks are depicted as seeking for the past or nostalgia and
describe discourse of power between the central and the local.
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