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Abstract

The Chinese martial arts novel She Diao Ying Xiong Zhuan ( { &R 3= #4%) ), known in The
Legend of the Condor Heroes Part 1, is a highly acclaimed and widely popular work that has been
adapted into multiple television drama versions. This study investigates the adaptation of the novel
into seven television versions: Hong Kong (1983), Taiwan (1988), Hong Kong (1994), Mainland China
(2003, 2008, 2017, and 2024). The analysis concentrates on adaptation strategies in terms of plot
structure and character portrayal, as well as the relationship between the source text and the
adapted texts through the theoretical lenses of Intertextuality, Adaptation Theory, and Narrative
Theory. In addition, the study investigates how Chineseness is represented and transmitted in each
version by employing analytical frameworks derived from Confucian philosophy (4% %) and Daoist
philosophy (i& %).

Findings reveal that all seven versions exhibit various forms of modification in both plot and
character portrayal, including retention, addition, alteration, and omission. The 2008 and 2024
adaptations from Mainland China show the most extensive modifications. Despite maintaining the
main narrative structure, each adaptation displays reinterpretations shaped by earlier television
versions. These include plot condensation, reordering of events, character creation or removal, and
updated sequencing. Beyond themes of martial arts and romance, the television dramas reflect
profound Chinese philosophical values, especially those drawn from Confucianism and Daoism. These
values are embedded in character relationships, the decisions of heroic figures, and the sociocultural
structures within the story. The television versions explicitly present core philosophical concepts such
as the Three Bonds and Five Constants (=-#R &%), the Five Cardinal Relationships (&A42), Following
the Dao (1% 14 #n 4T), and Governance through Non-Action (. 7 #n 7&). These elements reflect both
continuity and transformation of Chinese philosophy, highlighting the dynamic expression of
“Chineseness” through the medium of television.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Chinese Identity, Confucian Philosophy, Taoist Philosophy, Television
DramaThe Legend of the Condor Heroes Part 1
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