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Abstract

The phenomenon of worshiping sacred objects for wealth is an intriguing subject in the study
of Thai religious culture. This research examines the conditions that give rise to the worship of the
Samphan-Ton Giant Spirit for prosperity and explores how the Samphan-Ton Giant Spirit, as a sacred
object of wealth, exerts power beyond human control. The objectives of this study are: (1) to examine
the conditions and contexts that lead to the worship of the Samphan-Ton Giant Spirit for wealth, and
(2) to understand how the Samphan-Ton Giant Spirit functions as a powerful sacred object for
prosperity that surpasses human authority. This article applies the conceptual framework of "cults of
wealth" and the Object-Oriented Ontology (OOO) approach to explain the "Sacred objects for
prosperity" from the perspective of the object itself. It aims to contribute to the understanding of the
subject-object relationship, particularly how sacred objects have the potential to connect individuals
with the Samphan-Ton Giant Spirit. This article employs fieldwork methods through ethnographic
research, including participant observation and interviews with devotees who visit to pay respects to
the Samphan-Ton Giant Spirit, as well as with temple officials. The researcher argues that economic
changes have transformed the carrying of sacred objects into a form of hope. Consequently, the
miraculous powers attributed to worship emphasize wealth and prosperity. Moreover, the religious
experiences of devotees contribute to understanding the relationship between humans and sacred
objects in daily life. Therefore, examining the worship of sacred objects for wealth while moving
beyond the belief that religion is merely personal superstition reveals that humans are not central
to managing economic uncertainty. Instead, they rely on sacred objects as non-human entities that
possess greater power than humans to enhance competitiveness in a capitalist market.
Keyword: Religion, Sacred Objects for Prosperity, Modern Sacred Objects, Object-Oriented Ontology,
The Samphan-Ton Giant Spirit
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