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Abstract

This research aimed to study conditions that strengthened the art and
cultural identity of Chinese Thai in Su-ngai Kolok. A qualitative research method
was used with phenomenological approach, and the data were collected through
related documents, observations, and in-depth interviews. The key informants
included 16 Chinese Thai ivdividuals who had lived in Su-ngai Kolok for more than
10 years, 4 chairmen of Chinese associations, and 10 individuals who were not
Chinese Thai but could provide information related to the research, totaling 30 key
informants.

The results revealed that the conditions that strengthened the art and
cultural identity of Chinese Thai in Su-ngai Kolok could be categorized into two
categories: internal and external conditions. Firstly, the internal conditions included
the dignity of Chineseness, such as the dignity of the Chinese language, beliefs in
gods such as the belief in Chao Mae Tomo, and individual preferences such as a
preference for the Chinese language. Secondly, the external conditions included
family support such as learning Chinese, a multicultural society, such as living in a
multicultural environment, and situations of unrest, such as assemblies for strength
building and adaptation during the COVID-19 pandemic. The analysis of both internal
and external conditions that strengthened art and cultural identity can provide an
understanding of Chinese Thai context in Su-ngai Kolok. This study is also beneficial
for guidelines on strengthening the art and cultural identity of Chinese Thai with
multiple dimensions.

Keywords: Conditions, Chinese Art and Culture, Chinese Thai, Su-ngai Kolok
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