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Abstract

The main objective of this paper is to study the word-of-mouth ways in
which Bao Qingtian stories are spread in Thailand. This study is based on a literature
review in both Chinese and Thai about Bao Qingtian, as well as interviews
conducted with scholars familiar with Chinese immigrants and Chinese operas in
Thailand, opera troupe owners, and opera performers. The study found that the
word-of-mouth ways of Bao Qingtian stories in Thailand can be categorized into six
types: 1) storytelling among family and community members with word-of-mouth,
2) Chinese storytelling (Ping Shu) by public singers or buskers, 3) local Chinese
opera, 4) Chinese and Thai songs, 5) Thai opera, and 6) Thammasat University
opera. The first way is the most convenient and flexible way to spread Bao Qingtian
stories without any apparatus other than the mouth. The activities are carried out
with the purpose of entertaining or educating children. Chinese storytelling is a
word-of-mouth way of Bao Qingtian stories that is popular only among Chinese in
Thailand, because the Chinese storytelling was shown in the Chinese language. but
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the Chinese storytelling came to an end after the reign of King Rama VI in Thailand.
Because there are more than ten categories of local Chinese opera in Thailand, the
local Chinese opera is the most popular and widespread word-of-mouth way of
spreading Bao Qingtian stories in Thailand. Especially, Chaozhou opera is one of
the most effective ways to spread Bao Qingtian stories, because the Chaozhou
people are the largest Chinese community in Thailand. Chinese and Thai songs are
also a word-of-mouth way of spreading Bao Qingtian stories in Thailand. Chinese
songs mainly refer to the opening and closing songs of the "Bao Qingtian" TV series,
and Thai songs are influenced by the opening and closing songs of the "Bao
Qingtian" TV series. The "Bao Qingtian" TV series with Chinese songs was aired on
Thai TV channel 3 during 1995. The TV series had captivated Thai audiences so
much that the song in Thai version was released as a result of its popularity. Thai
opera is a new and important word-of-mouth way of spreading Bao Qingtian stories
in Thailand, although it is only 40 years old. Since 2005, Thammasat opera has
been using Bao Qingtian images or Bao Qingtian stories in its performances, which
has made more and more Thai people aware of Bao Qingtian and his stories.
Therefore, Thammasat opera is also an important word-of-mouth way to spread
Bao Qingtian stories in Thailand. In conclusion, the results of this paper can serve
as a reference for studying the word-of-mouth transmission of other literary works
in Thailand in the future.

Keywords: Word - of - Mouth Ways, Stories of Bao Qingtian, Storytelling, Local
Chinese Opera, Thailand
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