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Abstract

This qualitative study aims to explore 1) an overview of fansubbing in
Thailand and 2) the overview of prosumer of the TV series “Game of Thrones,”
Season 6. The data was collected through interviews with a professional level trade
officer at the Department of Intellectual Property, Ministry of Commerce, and
informants representing fansubbers. An analysis is based on the theoretical
frameworks of subtitling by Jorge Diaz-Cintas and Pablo Munoz Sanchez (2006), and
Alvin Toffler (1990)’s prosumers concept. The study results indicate that fansubbing
in Thailand did not begin until the period between 2004 and 2005. After that, it
has continued to grow until now, which is mainly due to personal preferences and
previous and current trends show that fansubbing will continue to grow. But
according to interviews with experts, it was found that fansubbing is still illegal in
Thailand. Experts commented that fansubbing can raise the level of copyright law
by requesting permission from the copyright owner. This may affect the future
development of fansubbing as well. Moreover, the results indicate that many
consumers become prosumers due to time and quality factors, and this trend will
continue to grow. Due to the factors of technology and the variety of media, it
makes it easier for prosumers to do subtitles as well.
Keywords: Fansubbing, “Game of Thrones”, Prosumer, Subtitles, TV Series
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