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Abstract

This article deals with the impact of migration on the cosmopolitanism of
Myanmar transnational workers in the context of Khon Kean City. These workers
have encountered an "ordinary cosmopolitanism," which are diverse aspects of life
in different spaces both at their workplace and in everyday life. Based on qualita-
tive research, the data employed in this article were collected through in-depth
and group interviews of 20 key informants as well as general informants. The data
were also gathered from participant and non-participant observations. The field
sites of this research included a petrol and gas station where the transnational
workers from Myanmar work for as well as other places such as fresh-food markets
and shopping malls in Khon Kaen City. The findings from the research showed that
despite being low-skilled workers, the migration to Thailand and particularly Khon
Kean has allowed for their acquisition of economic capital. Through the collected
economic capital, this group of Myanmar transnational workers is able to collect
other forms of capital. Additionally, working and living as transnational workers in
Khon Kaen urban area, these workers gain more opportunities in learning new skills.
The collected capitals and acquired skills significantly affect the pattern of con-
sumption of transnational workers from Myanmar. Interestingly, such capitals and
skills have been employed by the workers in negotiation with different cultures
and in their strugsle with the structure that restricts transnational workers in the
Thai state.
Keywords: cosmopolitanism, Myanmar migrant workers, capitals, migration, mobility
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sasmsidiulaves GPP s wsialdosuazgsfianlunmans Susenidoamile e w.a. 2559
YULAUHLTNUAAMNTININNGY 4,191 UYe WHAIRUYY 110,592 SMUUIM WAZALII
56,063 Au (@iinaudminveuwny, 2560) ludagduianunereiulunisiauiuas
dquasuliveuniuindiluganududiossziulan (global city) wasmsduasuuaz i
Anenmau Smart City vise “wlosdaniez” waz MICE City Wugudnananisauunu
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mswdgrihiuanudunaidisslan (cosmopolitan encounters) Amgwatiloslananunse
adunelnerhiluinduisnsdilufidnsau (engaging with) fufamsssufidauuaneig
(cultural difference) faeinil “iios” Fudunmunuiidnauiigalunaduaniuiidmiy
mMadgthAuUsngmanifanan fail Georg Simmel (1950 $hafislu Skrbis & Wood-
ward, 2013) Wndnsinenmagesiildndniadiovindy “aauiidaesnnisnadies
1an” (the seat of cosmopolitanism) dsianalanuainnisenendreduseiulanuay
nsideulnavesnisieans (communication flows) éhammf‘: dosdadugaidonsioves
mﬂwmmmLmﬂmmummmuﬂgamwumuamﬂﬂam i) mluiosdufur s
Aufiuanenaiu TauvisauTIsfuALaY (Skrbis & Woodward, 2013) #siildnaniluuda
Faduindmriavounrudunliunsenenérefudsvhanureusudunianusyna
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nau “nadledlan” vuduusenu
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WioinlUfidusmfusausssusuannansld luvadt “suduusanu” (working-class)
ndugnuesindudiilionandeudne wazgnihlsaniatuanuduriesdu sl
NININT Y38 “NU” dmTuiRANEAIMYBIRLLeY nuATeiiFeI IR ULEAR
mnanleglduunAnnmsnadedandmenisuanddifiiug “usanudud” aunsaldun
Famneans ieazan “nu” fuse 9 lussrieiiwanindnsthedudasniamdues
doswouuruatnsls Insunanuiisfinnsan “deseuudu” lugiuz “anuiifeoanig
waloslan” Fadufiuiiveandgmiriuaruiunadedanvosussud i
Feuniideliussnuinumfme daunsnazaumudusig 4 18
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WeAnwinavesnséeduiiddenisifunadiodanveusauduisnadeunn
fvhenlueniioweuuny
nuoARN19:walijoulan (Cosmopolitanism) na:n1siwdryntinnuuwaiijodlan (cos-
mopolitan encounters)

WladAyvaaunannznaiiodlan (cosmopolitanism) e A151UANI1S (open-
ness) #OAMULANGN (difference) wazaunainuane (diversity) Sednlngvaneds
ﬂajmuﬁﬁJuﬁvu%uﬁﬁsﬁuiaﬂ (the global upper class) Q"ﬁ'Lﬁuﬁaqvl,uﬁmgmmLtuumﬁum
(western ideals) Wagilninens (resources) 3ufanuiRUsIsYU (cultural capital) Tuns
WluTidausiuav “enumannuanevesinusssn” (multiplicity of cultures) uagviaenas
(forge) ¥t BuavanBduTusiNg 9 Suurludnuuedunsuuny nyuLosI LuafAn
amznaledlanisgilouinfuauazBesiunguauidy “ussn” (working class)
iosnnduiisuilaeiluiussnufenguauiliannsandeune (non-mobile) uaz
QﬂWUSUWﬂWSBQJﬁUﬂ?WJJL‘ﬁuﬁaﬂau (confined to the local) (Hannerz, 1990)

agslsfionu TanAdad (globalization) loviligauanunsadnedilaiies “dudn
Sanss3u (Cultural Commodity) Wil uadesaulde “maden” fvarnuangluns
UM smmﬁfl,mmLmewimmamamaaumsﬂm warlsilfumudiunh (non- elite) ﬂa’lEJL‘lJu
wmmusamumimaaumasumwuw (spatial flows) waniflé Hegiitaiauiian fe
nsiivtureensavossu YR (labor migration) SrunsuwAUsENIIUsEINA
(Yeoh & Soco, 2014)

mnueshunufnwieafusndannznadedan ﬂaaﬂ’uiﬁﬁmﬁmiﬁﬂwmaw
mmLﬂuwamaﬂaﬂmmm‘uu‘l,uﬂammjul,lﬁmu (working dasses)Imﬂwmimmmimaau
§16071U97R (transnational mobility) '1/1memﬂﬁuwuamamumummumﬂmanuimmaq
Tamiined lundveaunpnnmewadiodanuudius s (working class cosmopolitanism)
fiauusnsnafuegrannifunmenadiedanvutuii (elite cosmopolitanism) Tnetamy
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og19BamseSuIeh mau‘waLﬁaﬂaﬂﬁuu%uLLiwuhﬂﬁuaafjﬁﬂ'ﬁLﬂuwaLﬁaﬂaﬂﬁaasﬁuaaj
fuuinusssuuazuasegiafilegieunduuusutuh usnavilsdaneglunsyuaums
°z/am75/,5£/usmf7@°z/ua£/7m/1/°z/1ﬂun§u YIun3Ehedu (course of migration) ) lugiuediiu
Nufvdenszuauntsvesmsinse (contact zones) waruanasuiumusssuiifni
aaugugou (cultural exchanges muLtiply) (Werbner, 1999)

muuwamaﬂaﬂwﬂﬂwmamuﬁuumlmmmu”LUmamwmw (privilege) Lagn1slATu
msmmmmﬂwwﬂswﬂgiwmumumiuﬂﬂmmuauww (consumption of objects
and spaces) JagnrimualagaauanyaTausssy lumanduiy %ummmmunaﬂﬂmwu
\wswghe warnuinusssuielilunsiaundnenimueswaninn (Bridge, 2001) aghdls
Ao Mstredunduriliussnuiunaldduussaunisallval g anuussaw (desires)
WUUBKUAI3USLAA (consumption patterns) nstienunuLed (self- definitions) wayIsnIs
lums3uile (ways of coping) fufausssuuazmnudunavesBuiininividoandyy
uonanil 'vnﬂLﬁanJQﬂmaLﬂuwmmmauﬂumuﬁiimmmmmwauma (Werbner, 1999;
Long, Oxfeld, & Hess, 2004) aqmmuumﬁ]n (embodied) asﬂummu waziluufifinns
Yesdain viaietuluiinusysTu (everyday lives) gosmnilugugadosiiotmis
TuituiineTansssy uadldrosesfunuunnsaainvans lumsuewwipnaenadies
Ian’a'nﬁuéﬁuﬂnﬁh asﬂuﬂivmumﬂ%‘w%ﬁ%aLLﬁLLm'asﬂumﬂ%’%’imﬂﬁw"ﬁu wnuiag
muaaﬂumumuﬁiswmaaﬂau VLﬂﬁiNIE]ﬂ’lﬁﬁ’]MﬁUﬂﬁUquJﬂﬂ‘ﬁLLu’Jﬂ@u@ﬂﬂiUﬂ’ﬂﬂ’ﬁ
TfumaqmavwaLmaQT,aﬂsuaqﬂamusuummaanamﬁmul,mmeaemmm (Mitchell, 2007)

mmuamaﬂwmmﬂmmaﬂwLﬂuwamaﬂanuu Skrbis & Woodward (2013) t@ua31
Shdnwainawledlan (cosmopolitan identity) Ao aaulian’1a (openness) Fuieites
VUssfiuddny 3 Uszns Tiun 1) maadeudie (mobilities) suidunauinaina
duiusiuszwindlamiieu wazaudunaidisdan mnwiuesitmuivivesszuy
gt Tngianzeebs “wietensvudiund” Wy maiumslaeeieady
vhliauannsadunsiumsuueulfnnu i dumsiumadionndeu vievhu
Hadusananvinlvigaudnluifedosivasifonitinguesiuslan (consumer objects)
fduRusunszraunsnatafunadioslan viedntemnis fe TanATaléviliiausssy
nanendudndn (commodification of cultures) {iAN15LARDUENEUDILTHN ULaENTHENS
FIWAINITATNYAAMIVATEFAD 2) anTTanInBedeyanualniadmusssy (cultural
symbolic competencies) asitaglinailodanausandeulmnelulan Yansssuld
WU TinurUeINsaLTUIE&UN1Y (cosmopolitan skill of code — switching) Fadioléin
Wurthwenistiutmusssy way 3) miLﬂudquwﬁaﬁUﬂmﬁﬂﬁ'@uuﬁiiuLtuuﬁuﬁlaﬂﬂi
TAUSITUABY (inclusive valumg of other cultural form) YR WaLuadIaﬂﬁ]vmaﬁ
L‘Uﬂﬂ’JN‘Wimﬁ‘ULE)’]’JGLJUES?JJ@U 7 videwenuTlazvhanuduneiugau Sngdwes way
anuiifioguoniugiu viewAvedmules
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wonanUsziiudnadiu Skrbis way Woodward §3lanuddivasigenia “ms
wdgytihuuuwaifiaslan” (cosmopolitan encounter) @sl4fa3uneiun (zone) uaznsl
wmmmiﬂgauwm mammmaﬂuiumwﬁmaﬂumaﬂumau visowsiuaing wnn1sal
UAZAN NI TAUSTTULANAINDINVDINULDS ummmimaaammauam ﬂ’liLN“UEUWL!’ﬂ,u
amszuzmﬂmammuamqmuﬂﬂmLLaSLUuaamag‘LummUimnu Fsifiuudrenagunde
WazARUT95IINAIN WU AuRd waze s lunsdlvesewnsiieiludsiiasounu
onndy wazszAuANIdanveAudienmLANG1g fedu HaaesviuTaesi
msuaniUasumeTansssuntuldluiinusssriu Wy maveassens Wievhomnsiille
amnshuiausssusies dananisadudnmiaesvaumsaliuunadiodanagauriase

ot (AdeiddunAnamenadedan waenamdgminuunadiedanile
fnwrin msthediuveusanuiundvadeunniignuesifaauzegluendniliinue
(unskilled occupations) wagdsildadninvatausens wu nMsAnwteenseunuliiinng
fnwn 1dauiasvgia Lifiedevnenieasduius vilvogluanusiduses & fudfaveg
neldtesimadnsadsuaduiuioy uwnmstoiuiumdnduiliuseuimeni
aunsaazauusULUUi 4 Tussiniidefudamiholuenisioseuuny Wi
I;Jmﬁﬂmwumﬂanmﬂmmawsaiwmwﬂiumﬂmumm (Yeoh&Soco, 2014) uenanii
m%m%LLam‘memwww’LummLmawaul,mulmﬂmaLﬂuwummimmma (contact zone)
fasralomdlumsufdiusiussniaussnuiumsdlouniuiausssiianuwn
sefiintushuiuiluiausysr e wsunuiagelinnldduiaiusyaunsal
voamadunadioslan

38NISANTUNISIVE

unAnuiiFeudesndeyaiildannmsifodmuam Tneldnmaiudeyaainms
dun1ealladn (in-depth interviews) uagnsdunwaingsl (group interviews) lvideya
ey (key informants) Thduusanudraminnadlousnsiuam 20 au dmsunisdunivel
\39dn fAsvazlfifteaeunssaunmsaimsthoduiisndinsasauuvesilsitoyaddny
wiavaurounasufniidhuvhelureusdu LLauthﬂ’liﬁﬁJﬂ’]‘lﬂmﬂaﬁJL‘WE)TdE)‘UmlI
mﬂﬁisunuwlmuﬂumiammiﬂummLmﬂmNmammLﬂuaumaqmmmﬂuuswm
uansnai wu nauiimthlismautsudemds nduivimihdiBuuasluiunum
Hudu uenanils dunwalilvideyaimluaitmnuAsdestuusanudumavidioun
o weusinau weda aw wazgusznounslunainan ieasuauiaUfiRnnsds
awﬁaummL?Jmﬂ%ﬂu%’imﬂi“ﬁﬁuﬁmeu%mﬁﬁﬁiaﬂfﬁ'uﬂummﬁ iRdedengvitoys
IﬂEJﬂ’liLaE)ﬂLLUUaﬂI“U (snowball sampling) mﬂmsmlﬂwum%Lwaaqmmmm ey
mmwmanﬁlmauamamum rz’ﬂ,wuamaa'mmLUuaﬂmwamummiumﬂuwumLuaq
wouutuRuANeeiulY Wy Wiy wiheusu-siedu (uATTes) niina
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Anuaren auaau ninuwieAieshy (U13adn) uwssnudmlnguiauney
ﬂsam%’q uaﬂmﬂ‘ﬁ idedafudeyalasnmsdunauwuulifidnsiuiunsluglduinig
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amuwmumamawaﬂ‘uaqm%Lﬂuamummiumumamm ve “Huthifu” (ely
Huumarmasliani “{jmumu”) Fanuituthsuueiiimsdanuussoudumiions
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flusn1seu 9 Wy Suavende Suemsiusau Srunu Sudider weah
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fowemanlne vhgshandndunsliuinimdsnutiomas w']Lawmsuanﬂuumuaam
aunfinsnndadumadyasndn am‘wmﬂmamﬂuuwﬂumm‘hmimiﬁmummmqu
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Lﬂmsuaqﬂuiuﬁmwmsamm wiudsnieienfushve eunseny
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vidonahn nAvuduoy MARUSNzEEY uaznguaNHALTEIIILATLDER) USILUN
draunisineluseau dssudneineuduniediseudnvineulats wadiulnglasuns
fAnwiidnann Weuuaiiusraunsalnsvieululveslifiosndn 5 9 v iteuniles
amnududiusuarenuduresilideya musnnudssiienaifedutuglideya 43
lé‘l%umamaLﬁaﬂa'nﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ%’agaﬁwwﬂuwmmﬁ

wan1sdvy

msfeduduni: nsszauyuiasegiauaznisiUAsunUamuuuunsuilng
Ujasldlinamdnveiveussnuduniliiezduan Geawu fuye lneanz

asBadionin 3o “win” Wunwdilidesdtnluaiemaulng nwdnualuideau
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fananiunasnanUse Rmansuidonidsmasioyumouasimuniluniauifrousanu
SRy ndlounsuienasu § etrevanidsddein venanyuueduiBauudn dnvas
ddnlnemluvesussnudunafinezgnuesindunguddoslonia (subaltem) Talsl
dnamlumsiadoudne (immobility) Faegiuaruduiosiu wazlifule q nseiu
galamAtnidlavilmanamudululfnndudmiunsedoutredwmivonguaudes
Toma vilussnumaniliflomaazauyuuszinnsg 4 Ingianzesnsdamunaasugia
wagnumsinusssudadanudndudenmandamiiuauusssuifianuuandisannis
frofutmnd wssoudunAnufiouniiteiunvhauludeseuumilideyaiug
Ao Aeumihiiezsimstheiutund aundnluaseusiivesmnindmmuegiionn
dunn vaseunsgnanAfitedlnaiiu uazhisenudeiidulde soniusssuden joa
fensuwisnuivaulungusiiusiftanudaudeiu lufitmneds maudsnusening
ydwugnuazueg vlignAidestulamnioenainthu Wuaiaddaivilides
frefunhauivsemealng nmsiumssmiouiiesas 10-20 Viuundulueeis
gnaun ussnudulvalifeyahidnideandeinmsinngurane vsefigndu shegns
wu nsdlvesaseundmiidosnislignuediiiomiioodoegiuailulszmalne
Jlsiondaimsetneyriflouunlitiengnuedidiowdludhvaznisdiiodiangvune
NAUTING T gnnevesAseUnIIRINaIgNIITIady uaziFeniuduiunils egslsfinnu
AsoUAifansamgnevesviuiiesnld flideyadaulngnaniugidei “wde
Py gdfiesazaunelafifidensiuveneiadutlateddluniséretudi
WvheueIInn n3diusn wietevesgifiteaduaeduiusddyivinliaseuns
Tutsswmadewnilomadefudwvindlulsamdlng Suiinsusuiiusaeumend
Isonenduunuiiovianumnelifigsnitlulssmadiunauarasasmuiasugia Jaglu
wssutumivadeundulnglisususdummuteimunvesisineuandeiuly
munsazind lunsalumiesouuuy Spuravesdednual Sutns WuSuauss Mniiud
167 300 vau 320 v (s19RRUNEA, 2561) BEslIARI “AUAT” wSIURGS
gnedaminueg Jo 23 U wiinouludumunmelutinduvendudiseiuseldsuruss
sofuetil 325 v “.uyldardresuas 325 vmeadu Ll Funen dusmensuAlals
A9 usiazSuaruiaureusA vineutuns SuludledAlddalueas 30 vm...” (nun,
2561) MnNsaeun LML s dsuwUhimeldsuAuswhiuaulne fo
325 vsadu sgnslsinny wssnurmineazlildsuadluduveinisiauaisnia
winssnuyflsunaglfsuiuludni esn Fewhoumin uwarlififunga dvan
wmgafazlildFumussvasiuiivgna Tnsedouds ussnuiwmfvadounozli
Fusgfiauag 13,000 vwsalfiou ndeyavziiuiussnuiumivdlousluamniies
vouunufiduglidoyaddylumiteiansadfmuasgislfinniuanmadieiu
Fesinsnniflendsfidsndlitinoglulsemmioun yuasughafusanuduifsn
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