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Abstract

This research aimed at analyzing origins and types of epithet formation of
Thai stars. Data were collected from www.sanook.com and www.mthai.com from
2010 to 2018. A number of epithets found during this period were 90. They were
analyzed and the findings were presented in a descriptive method with statistics.

The research indicated that the origins of Thai stars’ epithets can be categorized
into eight types: performance or careers, words describing characteristics of referred
stars, names, achievements, behaviors, places of birth, status, and body parts. The
type of origins of Thai stars found in the highest frequency was behaviors whereas
the type of origins of Thai stars found in the least frequency were places of birth
and body parts. In terms of epithet formation, there were three types, namely epithets
formed by one origin, two origins, and three origins. There were 27 epithets formed
by one origin, and they were sub-classified into 5 types. Regarding epithets formed
by two origins, there were 60 epithets, and they were sub-classified into 12 types.
For epithets formed by three origins, there were three epithets, and they were
sub-classified into 2 types. The most epithet formation found in each type was
1) epithets created by the stars’ behavior 2) epithets created by words describing
characteristics of referred stars and their behavior and 3) epithets created by the
stars’ performance or careers, names, and achievements respectively. Considering
three types of epithet formation, it was found that the epithets formed by two
origins occurring in the largest proportion whereas epithets formed by one origin
and three origins were ranked second and third respectively.
Keywords: Word Origins of Epithets, Types of Epithet Formation, Epithets, Thai Stars
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