nsaswnuiduduludnanuniveandasanuluuotensiSes su nous au
VaJ AMSU dinsnd’
The Construction of Otherness in the Identity of Conjoined Twins
in Darin Strauss’s Chang and Eng

3387 ANUNLNILA
Y Wiriya Dankamphaengkaew’

Received: September 25, 2019
Revised: November 20, 2019
Accepted: December 6, 2019

e e s s e e s e s st s s s s s ses s s s s 00 ee
unAngo

uneAfoidesiiinunsaennududulusadnvaivesudaiindu luwdee
503 9% woud du (Chang and Eng) 183013u @314 (Darin Strauss) IngAiAs1eiN1Y
NTEUMLIRALEINSTLINTAANANTG 9InN1TATIERANRR N1NTET WavAIL
Fuiudsewinsasamdndadunufinsiufavasduiifisnmeuninuit nieees
Hinauelidiuin mududulusndnualvosurdniafudunansnannsldaumne
$enevetulafiafuRunsTUILTAYANRin B sdydnvaluasidanisunmefiviali
é’mé’ﬂﬂﬂiﬁumumamﬁ’uaaﬂumwLqumaqﬁ@mzﬁﬁaﬁqﬁa%ﬁ%ﬂaLLaxTugﬂmmmmﬁmﬂﬂa
nesuneiidesnwilinme unanuideriiauenisieszinuanvesiiazasien
du Yumes (Eng Bunken) Miuudnfintu uasUfduiusveaniuuladunaziazasdu 1
fifsemeunidanelidunansenureanisuessamefiinisiunsyuirisina i
Redhdnvalvasafiniu Insunmnddeiiauerudaiion wilenevesandldinng
MsUesNeTeIaRnfumInSEUIUIR I ER TR s e iuansng vilhSeusn i
lidhtuussinguieneiiungnneitusasAnflidudu Snvtsdadenaliyanadena
fiviruaAluniausiesanevesmuesduthluganumetsiuiias “Snw1” Anuuansiema
s1amelndulnf

umeAtedesiiudumilme s dnusseiugSya auiitadin melrmssueiUioudiou anesnus
a3 Pasnsalvninends luide nsihawemududw: dagasidssvaeluwiiogeniiusaie
“TanUsygyen MAdrnssuARUseufiey Angdnysmans unansaiuvTinends (Doctoral Degree
Student, Department of Comparative Literature, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Chulalongkorn University)
Email puib66@hotmail.com ) . ‘

Tunsuynsuatusvdndineaniu w.a. 2554 LAl “duln” Jamnesutonuanafinaenoanuiui
shnfuuaylifniu dmsuluunanuddetuillds uafniu adudmieunluldsenanmzvesula

AflseneAniu w39 conjoined twins

213813RaUANENS WIneIaEully
U 7 avun 2 Uszanfau nsngIAN-3UAN 2562

es \ \ V4 f
N\ /4 | >



AdAy: ANins Anududu nszuiwiminuiingg sndnvalveawlnfiniu

Abstract

This research article is aimed at studying the construction of otherness in the
identity of conjoined twins in the novel Chang and Eng by Darin Strauss through
Disability Paradigms. By analyzing thoughts, actions, and the relationship between
a disabled protagonist and other able-bodied characters, the study reveals that
Strauss’s novel presents the otherness in the identity of conjoined twins as the
result of defining the conjoined twins’ bodies through the symbolic and medical
paradigms of disability, which presents the identity of conjoined twin as the repre-
sentation of a symbol of evil and a disorder that needs to be treated. This research
article presents an analysis of the thoughts of the protagonist Eng Bunker, conjoined
twins, and his interactions with other characters who have normative bodies, which
reveal the effects of viewing disabled bodies through those paradigms toward the
identity of conjoined twins. This research article argues that Strauss’s novel criti-
cizes the viewings of the conjoined twins’ bodies through those paradigms which
stigmatize and marginalize those who do not possess standardized bodies as well
as render the negative attitude toward their own bodies that leads to the attempt
to “cure” and normalize them.
Keywords: Disability, Otherness, Disability Paradigms, Identity of Conjoined twins
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the destruction of our kingdom” (Strauss 2001: 73) AnAAEIsRULERSIFLAUD
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TngnE¥n3danas1unanaian ““They are a sign,” Rama said. “Don’t you agree?” [...]
“A sign of a blessed nation,” said Rama. “No?” The Emperor paused, swallowed,
forced a smile. “Yes”’ (Strauss 2001: 88) NUNAUNUNTIAUALITIULAIINERTEAIN
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the leader stepped forward and began chopping our bond with the sharp stake. He
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was trying to separate us. [...] ‘Snap!” the boy’s face gnarled in rage.” (Strauss 2001:
24-25) ﬂgﬂ?m“uaﬂﬂamLmﬂmﬁnwaiuquisawaé’aﬂdﬂaLLamﬂﬁLﬁummmﬁam%’ﬁﬁﬁamm
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Ferusueausetnida Wallace 2011; Wu 2012; fiing vaudn 2018) foiu nsusi
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‘i‘émiqsﬂ@iaaEmmﬁ%ﬂmﬂmﬁmﬁLwiwﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁﬂén duusseedn “[.] soon physicians
came forward to suggest methods of separation. [...] to cut the band with a scalding-hot
wire, or to burn it, saw us apart (this seemed particularly prosaic), somehow to
use termites on it, etc. Each procedure would have bifurcated the stomach we
shared inside our ligament, and killed us, of course.” (Strauss 2001: 19-20) Lﬁaﬁu
wazduiunsluisenmanigawsnt winwideadifunisasisasusinelulsaieu
wwisiieduiuinssnmefiuanmesmniuidurenie Sunazdudesueuuiosniea
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PwiAnnanduiausiuniiidenduuazdul i “So it is quite - loathsome to touch,
full of gnarled cartilage below the flesh.” (Strauss 2001: 201) ATUTTYIYFINAIIVOS
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Tuansuesiumedteshuavioliauysal fuvuiidundnitlusneitureuals
il luSadnmnuidesdsnimevemnundulniasinauduiuiissme
7 “laianysal” wisufiataudrdufslumnssiutin uain
My brother liked to tell reporters that he and I thought ourselves complete
and ordinary, and that, when eventually we saw other boys for the
first time [...], it was the separate children who were odd and lacking in
our eyes. But | did not feel that way; even as an infant | knew that the
onlookers came to visit for a reason. | knew we were different, that we
were constrained. (Strauss 2001: 20)
ﬁwwmaa%uuamﬂ%ﬁuﬁmﬁé‘uﬁummLmﬂm'wuaaﬁuaq walldsandlavsenia
ﬂﬁ[ﬂumﬁmmnmq Tumensaiudu wwerihrmuandsiududedesrsetesitanis
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asansviiennuiafesluimeiiiaunivene amnudeiinssmevemuesiesniiuay
Dusanmefiliifisszasddmalidurnanudeiiluiiewasilisulifndaieinis
finusnisonsudsnu Wesninidonadiilasinesinavudsnuiuaudiisnniefiuen
$i199819L97 BUNAII1 “The desire of a female was to me a thing inconceivable,
like the hand of God, a magnificence that would never touch a man such as I.”
(Strauss 2001: 43) WiodunazduRundluidemesnualslsun mnaldwesuiitesaes
a1msenand (Yates) fifownsiuazueniian (Sarah and Adelaide) Imw@aanﬁqv—jﬁ
yhitaulaludtsaes lunadesnfuldnnuauinuenfianuasvaisounsu wiilesan
anmsemeiaatuinldsuneeuindendenlvurerisisuiiosensunnasiioy
wisnufuin Sudmiluluthdnidessndosmsdeuthmuesmuidnilauassusilaiia
AUBONLFANIUAULUN “I was taking my brother with me into the deep of the woods
to hide my tears of gratitude” (Strauss 2001: 102)
mnufanluniauiifineFoussfiuandnsvessiiesdsasiousanunlunudusiug
seinsiitesvesdunayiu Tnsduhagnaninyiuegiauoivinduauiiairsaudun
Tfuuazunsyliinndesnesgua dudinesiinegluanmivienindulidne:
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A1FaNgY Buna1in
Once Mr. Lawrence had had to repeat the word “examine” more than
a hundred and fifty times before Chang understood it, and “help” at
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least two hundred, and | began to hate English not only because it was
an odd tongue spoken by strange — looking men from a land that | was
unhappy to be visiting, but also because of the slug’s pace at which |
had to learn it. (Strauss 2001: 161)
Im&f[,unawiaml,ﬂaﬁaaaﬂ%%?mag’iuﬂwmﬂaw%’gaLﬁml,fJunammsﬁJ Juansn
doansmwissnqulfesnaazameluvnsiisudsnmaniwsngulsindeassinazyaia
agiulszd FsmsFeuimmssnquiliudulsznouddyivhlidunaeiduaueiuiiu
Ffusufnanteenudidavessaedunsldnunsingulfeserueniiufhemiuna
nitla Fafilunanyin “Like most everybody, | am proud of certain accomplishments:
[...] my predilection for reading, which saved me from the manner of immigrant
speech that Chang never lost.” (Strauss 2001: 9) mwmaqauuamﬂwmummmwmsnu
TIzUENINVDINUDINIINTY LLavuaqmLaamaa"luﬁ'mvmmuamﬂ feaziuldainnisnan
mmmeaﬂumu“maﬂﬂuaLmﬂuwmmiﬂﬂm pssfutruuuiiginamnnunsinguiie
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domnunilengunniutusiamduazdasdusimmedafhlisudesassuuniuih
NiNYaITU “With that entire half of his body weakened, he was a deadweight to
my left, and | was forced to carry a leather strap that supported his right foot as
we hobbled along.” (Strauss 2001: 315) nsduthevesiilundilvilindesiion
fusgrafiuguuuy Tasdunanindiveariesfusiazdiistsnefiuususnszdesay
FanlunFoududu “In New York Harbor, my feeble limping brother and | boarded
the twin paddlewheel steamer Northern Beacon. Chang was laid up in our berth,
and | with him, of course. | was healthy for my age. We’ll go together, | thought.
When it’s time for that.” (Strauss 2001: 316) nAUBNIEWIBUTNA1 T axviow
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usseenmesiuliusiunuvesnufinsiiseus sosartyan uazdosiisnneduldu
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‘inma (First Person Narrator) mwaul,ﬂummma m‘[,‘mwmummmmmmwmmm
yadena1vaddy uwax mmiauﬂ,ﬂamswnﬂwmiﬂszmﬂuaqauwmaw Tngerananla

213813RaUANENS WIneIaEully
U 7 avun 2 Uszanfau nsngIAN-3UAN 2562
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\lewsansnsmesenaniu AnuAasinaraduanudnsauwesedusilutodin dudui
Buna1111 “And though | was but a few months old, I can only assume | would have
craved disunion” (Strauss 2001: 18) ssfufudufifianufienelalusrsnevesny fe
Whildnnsiuntureuwiundsiideussneveanlimefusasdadolniuusmianiu
Tmedulanan “At this time, our connector was about two inches long, and Chang
loved it. He called it Tzon, or ripe banana, and wailed if ever | mentioned severing
it.” (Strauss 2001: 31) leusivasmnldtnrimmsannsene g ufunaniiedu
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Auduuanaulssliavea1duasiio dula1I1 “Chang was crying; | was not. ‘Please
don’t [cut it],” my brother said. [...] ‘Please,” | said. ‘Do it.”” (Strauss 2001: 33) #38
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’Lu‘umzﬁnxm%ﬁaﬁu%ﬂaaﬁu dunanalulain “Come apart! | thought. Come apart!”
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infsuoinualslsunduadousn widuaFednedaruiinriousasvmnsaifiindu
wansnanfiinussendliluunusn Tnemsesiusessmesiiudsly Sudsininerls
Duammilidugiinnuguaaenial “Why is it he never seems unhappy? | asked
myself” (Strauss 2001: 317) SuBuilaidunsvesmumndluTinvessunantinuad
Tundavveaiesiifirestsmeiunnsns lngduariluvasidsindeniiozssusiy
figgn deldEustsnefiuannaresan (“ saw only those who taunted us, [...]) (Strauss
2001: 318) Fvhlinlsifarwguludin lumsnsstudu fuidenilazuosusidufuagas
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Fuiiliussounieeiisumemieunudunazsonsulugudnuaiunnsswessiies Inglu
yaurfidune TN evesmULeIuANes lalany 3ol unesisamenesauundmannitlsl
audsznau (“it was the separate children who were odd and lacking [...]”) (Strauss
2001: 20) mwilizaAsalusramedesiasviousenuluguvesnmduveuluedn
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Usgvanaduan@niiduiuliiufinnuulanussnaiavesnanmeesnn nmsnsevees
éﬂixﬂ’uﬁ‘ﬁiﬁﬁuﬂé’uﬁ’ané’u‘tﬂumauawaﬂL%"aaLLaxﬂfmsuaIwwﬁ’u “My poor brother, | am
sorry for everything.” (Strauss 2001: 319) LLaxmwﬁfﬂfjﬁqﬁwﬁ’zyi?i%ﬁﬂﬁmﬁmmqmlﬁ
AonslitimvesiiednglsifiosmiladyresauduvidoionmuAnauduuidusiue
WA TInsLee fuguiidunainin “Like my brother without care, | told myself, | need
only react to life. That will bring me contentment.” (Strauss 2001: 315) 91nLgN1501
fanan enananlsguseiusliimatunaanssuavdniieafuussvingiuseaneiiung
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A9 1M EVBININYT BUlAUTIBIBRINAINGT1I1 “The physician examined us with a
nod of distaste, and squeezed our band until we cried. He clawed at it, pummeled
it like a Confederate lumberjack trying to chop through a Union log. [...] Next he
circled the bedstead with his hands held out from his sides, and began purring.”
(Strauss 2001: 19) TnsnmussunsuwmdfiiuausouTiusureInIIgnauIoufioy
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