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Abstract 
Hedges such as a:tca  (maybe) kh :nkha:  (somewhat) kha:twa: (speculate) are forms of 

language that are commonly found in Thai research articles (RAs) and can help reduce the degree of 

certainty, or the degree of confidence, in expressing propositions of utterances. This study analyzed 

and categorized lexical hedges, and their functions, in the discussion and conclusion sections of Thai 

RAs in the areas of sciences and humanities, including RAs from the areas of education and linguistics. 

The results show that Thai writers use hedges which can be categorized into groups of helping verbs, 
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adverbs, verbs and nouns when interpreting their results and giving recommendations for future 

research. Moreover, hedges are found less in Thai scientific RAs when compared with humanities 

RAs. However, the number of hedges in linguistics RAs is much higher than those from the field of 

education. This study should be beneficial for future studies on Thai academic language. 

 

Keywords: hedges, hedging, research articles, form and function 

 

1.  
 (hedging) 

 (Markkanen & Schroder, 1997)  (hedge) 

    “ ” 

 “ ” 

  (  , 2557) 

 (  , 2533;  , 2541) 

    (2557)  

 (Crompton, 1997) 

  (Hyland, 1998) 

  

 (proposition)  

 

  

 (Hyland, 1995, 1996, 1998)  

   could  might  suspect  
 perhaps   (1-2) 

 

 
(1) This insertion, which we suspect the membrane anchor, could associate peripherally 

with the membrane or might span half the bilayer… (Hyland, 1995) 

(2) Perhaps the most persuasive aspect of the prostaglandin hypothesis was…. (Varttala, 

1999) 
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   (Martin-Martin, 2008)  (Bonyadi et al, 
2012)   

 (Vassileva, 2001)  (Khamkhien, 2014; Sukhanindr, 
2008)    (Thomas & Hawes, 1994; Varttala, 1999; 
Petchkij, 2016)  (Butler, 1990; Hyland, 1996)  

    
 (Vazquez & Giner, 2008; Nivales, 2011; Varttala, 2001) 

 (Hyland, 1995, 1996, 1998; Martin-Martin, 
2008)  

  (Darian, 1995) 
 

 
 

     
  (Hyland, 1994; Varttala, 1999; Sukhanindr, 2008; Martin-Martin, 2008; 

Khamkhien, 2014)    
  (  it is possible to…) (Hyland, 1994; Sukhanindr, 2008; 

Clemen, 1997)   
 (Markkanen & Schroder, 1997; Hyland, 1995) 
   ‘ ’  ‘ ’ 

 (  , 2557) 
 

        
 ( .)  ( .)  ( .)   

 

(3)  4 

 4  ( .) 

(4)       

  

 ( .) 

(5)  

   

( .) 
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 (2557)  

 4  

     

 

 

   ‘ ’      

‘ ’        
      (2557)  

   

   (2533) 

  

   

       …   

  …    
   (2541) 

 (Grice, 1975  , 

2541)        
       

 

 

 

  2 

  

 

2.  
2.1  

             

(Lakoff, 1973)  (cognitive) 

   “Penguins are 
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birds.”  

 “Penguins are considered to be birds.”  are considered 

 

  1975  (Fraser,1975)  

   must 
 “I must advise you to remain quiet.”  “ ”  

 must   

  must 
  

 1984  (Widowson, 1984) 

   

  (Dubois, 1987  Markkanen & Schroder, 1997) 

  

 (Crismore & Farnsworth, 1990) 

  1994  (Hyland, 

1994) 

  

   

 (Hyland, 1996) 

  (Hyland, 1996; Brufee, 1986) 

  (Myers, 1989; Markkanen & Schroder, 1997)  

2.2  

  

 

 (Hyland, 1998)  (Crompton, 

1997)  (proposition) 

 (Crompton, 1997; Hyland, 1998) 
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  (Crompton, 1997) 

 

  

      

    (3-5)   

 

 

  

 

3.  
3.1  

 5   

    

   (Hyland, 1994, 1995, 1996b, 

1998; Martin-Martin, 2008; Yang, 2013)  (Martin-Martin, 2008) 

 (Gillaerts & Van de Velde, 2010) 

 

 85  

 

   

 

72,691   (30 / 21,022 ) 

 (22 / 24,516 ) 

 (33 / 27,153 ) 

 2547-2558 
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3.2  
    

 (Crompton, 1997) 

  

  

 

   

    ( )   (6-7)  ( ) 

 

 
(6)  ( )

 ( .) 

(7)    ( )

 ( .) 

 

 

 

    

 (Hyland, 2005; Varttala, 1999) 
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 (8 )  (8 )  

 
 (8 )  ( )  

  ( .) 

             (8 )   

     

( )  ( .) 

 

 3      

  1,000  

 

   

    

         

  (9) 

 
(9)  ( )

 

 

4.  
 

85     

    1   
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 1  3  

  

   

        

       

   

 (  2)    
 (5.71  1,000 ) 

 (3.38  1,000 )  
(3.38  1,000 )  

       
   

   
  

 
 

 2  3  

 
 

   

  

 1,000  

  

 1,000  

  

 1,000  

 50 2.04 73 2.68 44 2.09 

 23 0.94 56 2.06 17 0.81 

 7 0.28 14 0.52 4 0.19 

 3 0.12 12 0.44 6 0.29 

 83 3.38 155 5.70 71 3.38 
 

4.1  
4.1.1  

      
    

 ( , 2556, .1402)    
      (10-12) 
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(10)  

 (2.06) ( )

( )  ( .) 

(11) ( )   

 ( .) 

(12) ( )

 ( .) 

 

   “  + ”  

     (13-15)  

 
(13) ( )    

 ( .) 

(14) ( )

 ( .) 

(15) 
( )    

 ( .) 

 

  

      3 

 3  3  

     2.69   1,000  

     

2.09  2.04   1,000   

   

       ( , 

2556, . 223)  (16)  (8 )  

 
(16) ( )

  ( .) 
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 3  3  

 
 

   

  

 1,000  

  

 1,000  

  

 1,000  

 42 1.71 53 1.95 39 1.85 

( ) 8 0.33 16 0.59 5 0.24 

 0 0.00 4 0.15 0 0.00 

 50 2.04 73 2.69 44 2.09 

 
4.1.2  

         

    

   

  ( , 2556, 

. 236)          

  ( , 2556, . 895)   

     ( , 2556, . 441) 

   (2545) 

        

  

        ( , 2556, . 667) 

 

 (17-21) 
 

(17)  ( )  
 ( .) 

(18)   3 
 ( )

 ( .) 
(19) ( )  

 ( .) 
(20) ( )                  

 ( .) 
(21) ( )  10-18 (C 10-C18) 

( .) 
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   ( )     

     ; , 

    ( , 2556, . 617)    

    ( , 2556, . 823) 

     
 (22-24) 

 

(22) ( )

 ( .) 

(23) ( )  

 ( .) 

(24) ( )

 ( .) 
 

  (  4) 

   3  

(1.07  1,000 )  ( )   ( )     

 

 (2.08   1,000 )  0.93  

0.81   1,000       
 

 4  3   

 
  

       

    

 1,000   

    

 1,000   

    

 1,000   

  8  0.33  29  1.07  5  0.24  

 4 0.16 10 0.37 3 0.14 

 4 0.16 7 0.26 3 0.14 

 3 0.12 1 0.04 5 0.24 

( )  2 0.08 1 0.04 1 0.05 

 2 0.08 7 0.26 0 0.00 

 0 0.00 1 0.04 0 0.00 

 23 0.93 56 2.08 17 0.81 
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4.1.3  
  ( )  

  ( ) ( ) 
  (25-28)     

 ( , 2556, . 1370)    

  ( , 2556, . 753)     

   ‘ ’  ‘ ’   ( , 

2556, . 255)  

 
(25)  

(Contrastive Analysis) 

 

( )  ( .) 

(26)      

( ) (  4)

 ( .) 

(27)      (                
)               

( ) ( .) 

(28)               

( )  FeIII-FeII ( .) 

 

 ( )  ( ) 
         

   

( , 2556, . 888)       

( , 2556, . 1343)   

 

  (29-31) 

 
(29) ( )

 ( .) 
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(30) ( )  

 ( .) 

(31) ( )

 ( .) 

 

 (  5) 

 (0.51  

 1,000 )  (0.28  1,000 )  

 (0.19   1,000 )   

( ) ( ) ( )      

  

 
 5   3  

 
 

   

  

 1,000  

  

  1,000  

  

 1,000  

 3 0.12 4 0.15 1 0.05 

 1 0.04 6 0.22 0 0.00 

  3 0.12 1 0.04 3 0.14 

 0 0.00 2 0.07 0 0.00 

 0 0.00 1 0.04 0 0.00 

 7 0.28 14 0.52 4 0.19 

 
4.1.4  

      

   

 ( ,  2556, . 645)          

    ( , 2556, . 1440) 

 

        

 (32-34) 
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(32) 
( )  ( .) 

(33) ( )

      ( .) 

(34) ( )

 ( .) 

 

 3  (

 6)   

(0.44   1,000 )  (0.29  1,000 )  

(0.12   1,000 )     

   
 

 6  3  

 
 

   

  

 1,000  

  

 1,000  

  

 1,000  

 3 0.12 12 0.44 5 0.24 

 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.05 

 3 0.12 12 0.44 6 0.29 

 
4.2  

 

 6    

  

  

  

 

  

     (35) 
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(35) ( )  

 5  … ( .)  

 

 

 

 

   

   

     (36-38) 

 
(36)    3 

 ( )

 ( .) 

(37)        

 ( )

  ( )  

( )    

(Paul)      (Bell)     ( .) 

(38)    

 ( )

 ( .) 

   

 

 

 

  

      (39) 

 

 
(39)   ( )  

    (2549)  

2   ( .) 

268-60_in.indd   188268-60_in.indd   188 12/29/16   12:17 PM12/29/16   12:17 PM



189

วารสารศิลปศาสตร ปที่ 16 ฉบับท่ี 2 (กรกฎาคม - ธันวาคม 2559)

JOURNAL OF LIBERAL ARTS 16, 2 (JULY - DECEMBER 2016)

 

  

 

  (40-42)     
 

 
(40)   ( )

 ( .) 

(41) ( )

 2  ( .) 

(42)     

 

  

 ( )  

( .) 

 

 

 

  

(43)    

 
(43)  20  

 

( )  ( .) 

 

 

 

 

  (44-46) 

 
(44) ( )  

  

( .) 
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(45)  ( )

 

 

( )  

( .) 

(46)    

   ( )

  

 ( .) 

 

5.  
 

 2     

 4 

            
  ( )        ( ) ( )  

      
 

 (Hyland, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1998; 

Martin-Martin, 2008) 

 (Darian, 1995; Martin-Martin, 2008) 

 (Hyland, 2005)  

       

(2557)         

 

  

     (2557) 

   
 could  

(Varttala, 1999; Hyland, 1996, 2005; Prasithrathsint, 2015) 

   

   

 (booster)  
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  (47-49) 

 (2556, . 1218)   

   5  
 
 
(47) 

 ( .) 

(48) 
 ( .) 

(49)                

 1.00-1.015  3.50 ( .) 

 

 

 

    

  

( )  ( )   

         

    ( ) 
     (25)  (28) 

      

         

( , 2556, . 307)  

 will  (Hyland, 1998)  will 
 

  

  

 ( )   

     

 ( , 2556, . 240)   (31) 

 …  ( ) 
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     ( , 

2556, . 241)        

( , 2556, . 754)  

 (50-51) 

 
(50) ( )

 ( .) 

(51) ( )

( )

    

( .) 

 

 

 

 possibility  (Hyland, 1996, 1998; Martin-Martin, 2008; 

Petchkij, 2016)  

  

 

  (3.38   1,000 ) 

 (3.38   1,000 )  

 (5.71   1,000 ) 

 

Vazques and Giner (2008) 

 

 (Nivales, 2011) 
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 4     

  (Varttala, 2001) 

 3   

 

 

  

 

 (Vazques & Giner, 2008; 

Nivales, 2011; Varttala, 2001) 

 

 

 

 

 (2.08   1,000 )  2  

 (0.93   1,000 ) 

 (0.81   1,000 ) 

 

  

     

  (Kreutz & Harres, 1997) 
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 6   1)  2) 

 3)  4) 

 5)   6) 

  6 

  2, 4, 5  6 

 (Petchkij, 

2016)  6 

 

  1 

 

 

 

  

 

 (Hyland, 1996) 

  

(Prince, Frader, & Bosk, 1982) 

 2  (Khamkhien, 2014)  

 

 

 (Hyland, 1996) 

 (Hyland, 1998)  

 3 

  (Prince, Frader, & Bosk, 1982; Hyland, 

1996, 1998)  

(Markkanen & Schroder, 1997; Vazquez & Giner, 2008)  

 4 

 6 

 (Hyland, 1996; Markkanen & Schroder, 1997) 
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  5 

 (Hyland, 1996)  5 

 (Jensen, 2008)  

 

   (Clemen, 1997) 
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