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Forms and functions of lexical hedges in Thai research articles

in the areas of sciences and humanities
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1Chulalongkorn University Language Institute

2Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University

Abstract

Hedges such as Ya:tca? (maybe) khﬁ:nkhgzr] (somewhat) kha:twa: (speculate) are forms of
language that are commonly found in Thai research articles (RAs) and can help reduce the degree of
certainty, or the degree of confidence, in expressing propositions of utterances. This study analyzed
and categorized lexical hedges, and their functions, in the discussion and conclusion sections of Thai
RAs in the areas of sciences and humanities, including RAs from the areas of education and linguistics.

The results show that Thai writers use hedges which can be categorized into groups of helping verbs,
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adverbs, verbs and nouns when interpreting their results and giving recommendations for future
research. Moreover, hedges are found less in Thai scientific RAs when compared with humanities
RAs. However, the number of hedges in linguistics RAs is much higher than those from the field of

education. This study should be beneficial for future studies on Thai academic language.

Keywords: hedges, hedging, research articles, form and function

1. UNI

madeaii (hedging) lunadtmamsiiaaarinninuesdasdniannutula
lunisnanideasdn (Markkanen & Schroder, 1997) gﬂmmﬁiﬂuﬂ’mﬁmﬁa (hedge)
W f1in 21992 ludondiiin “wier9esTeufinazaing axtosannusiulalumng
ri”aaﬁwﬁmaaﬁwﬂwﬁ&ﬁaﬂwﬁuﬁamﬁnfﬂ “CNTAUN WU gﬂmmﬁlﬂumﬂﬁmﬁdfu
1%:111:}1"[7195@%1% gﬂLﬁmﬂ'\a (auT ﬂi:ﬁw%is"gﬁmf, 2557) uaz3tln1uusainig
nautnAew (N30l gusiaty, 2533; qnden ilnuawyol, 2541) Foluunanuitezls
fi1in gﬂl,ﬁmﬂ'd anufauT ﬂi:ﬁﬂ%%’gﬁuf (2557) lehiugiaualy

AYa16a% (Crompton, 1997) ;JaafhgﬂLﬁmﬁuﬂugﬂmmﬁm IRANNIHNAAAULD
ﬂ"'ummgﬂﬁawaaﬁaUﬁwﬁﬂﬁmaaﬂvlﬂ wazlauaua (Hyland, 1998) lalhddrnaau

gﬂLﬁmu”avb”'jwLﬂugﬂmmﬁuammsamzﬁumw YTALA% waasinsInudulyle wie

'
= 1 1

anANUTLAATaUGaLTZNA (proposition) W3aTaLRaTIVRITRLANNE UaFINUNFWL
A o A o % . a Ao A
R mﬂmgﬂn_lmm‘wuvl,@LL‘wwmsflmmwsuﬂszmwuwmwmamuﬂuﬂszmmaa
NWTHUNIITINTARALAUL T INF I NN T EUEANNASILUN WD 189959 11NN
NTUEAIANAALAW (Hyland, 1995, 1996, 1998)
mu%”ar«ﬁwmumﬂﬁﬂmLLa:wumﬂ*ﬁ”gﬂLﬁﬂdﬂ”@l%ﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂu’?'ﬁ'u
MBBINYE L% NMIUTINGUBIFINTBIVENNIET could waz might §1N387 suspect K3o
Yo A 6 w 1 t:l' o 1 ;{,o v ‘:' n" £ 1 2
M3lgdIinnal perhaps luaaend (1-2) ndnuna v idugdidosissivaing

ﬂ’J’]&JﬂQN LA30NIDAATZA mmﬁu‘lﬂumsmmﬁa yeN GGE‘JTL@EJ%UY]@]’J'] 1298

(1)  This insertion, which we suspect the membrane anchor, could associate peripherally
with the membrane or might span half the bilayer... (Hyland, 1995)

(2) Perhaps the most persuasive aspect of the prostaglandin hypothesis was.... (Varttala,
1999)
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2008) LAzFEINYIFNEAT LT% GIWNITUANE (Thomas & Hawes, 1994; Varttala, 1999;
Petchkij, 2016) Waze T3 NeUazNIN (Butler, 1990; Hyland, 1996) 1duau wonannit
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2008)
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AITNINAN AR FUTET U (LT it is possible to...) (Hyland, 1994; Sukhanindr, 2008;
Clemen, 1997) n'ﬁﬁ'@]ﬂimmaogﬂLﬁmu‘”\mmﬂaﬁﬁmﬂfnmw % NN38198909%N 38
YNuam (Markkanen & Schroder, 1997; Hyland, 1995) LLa:msa‘i'@mamewmwaa;s‘ﬂ
B9l 1w é]”mﬂumjuﬁwﬁﬁmwmmyuanﬁ'ﬁ July éAfanaumansuanis smann
LLa:ﬁﬁﬁﬁmwwmmma%’uLLﬂ\‘igj” (aUM Us:ﬁﬂﬁ?gﬁuf, 2557)

mnmsﬁwmmﬁaaﬁuwmwﬁgﬂLﬁmﬂaﬂﬁﬂgluuwmwﬁiﬂmwﬂ'ﬂm“}j'uﬂ“u
asziinldannmsle @1 21992 araan 1nle was Hree ludregsdeluil Asiusw
ANNNUNANAITLNWEUATNFAT (A.) MEIENEAT (0.) UaZINeneaas (2.) Mui1eu

3) MSsudnlnadinesduasnuyszloamlawlans 4 uuuuazfaindrfuuuin
a o] 4

wanitaan 4 wuuiidszloadaulumanuialhennsol @.)

A

@)  awuTevesyasidusosanun Teyana niatesa’l aanld nald vy Aanvvzaiaten

v

Vi @ o @ & 4 o A = 4
o didwansaiduyaassaglunmsadaliyasawasnnnididuderfidule 9

Wi Iau Afsudanlunsdadasu (n.)
(5) msmqaﬂ”@msm‘[smﬁm ninwulugdgearginreefivslomivazdnlwguningia

2

v C!Z vaa v ' a ' a g a a
VIHFIDNE AT ﬁ’]&l’]iﬂl”ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂmﬂﬂ’]d&lﬂ’ﬂﬂﬁ!m a\‘]NE\W]@]E]adﬂ&]LLﬂxﬂizLV]ﬂ“ﬁ’l@]ﬂE]vLﬂ
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2.1 siinetisluunanaive

A a s =S v

sdisaiildsuanusulafinwanduszazinanaonaisne lugadug waaw

(Lakoff, 1973) lidrdrnaanugdidoaisludauSou (cognitive) Tiddugdnima
= [ d' A 1 1 o “ .

wzasfisnidadszinniiaguiaielitaian 1iu ludszloansdsnge “Penguins are
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birds.” filsznariaastoudiugnsianissadszianldinuniudunnofionits udnan
N&12791 “Penguins are considered to be birds.” NALEAS are considered LRINNAINU
ﬂquLﬂ%ﬂlﬁﬂ”ﬂﬂi:waﬁ@uﬁﬁqunﬁmﬂuuﬂ @iam"l,ﬁﬁ;jfﬁwLLmﬁ@frﬂuaaLaﬂawvlﬂlﬁLa:
Aanswamndoganagnadoiios lud 1975 tsiwas (Fraser,1975) lensnafoning
maagﬂLﬁmﬂ“ﬂumsammwfuﬁmamaagy‘wj@ W% NSITFINSENUBNNNAT must L
#108197191 “ must advise you to remain quiet.” %38 wnduiudasvanligouioy” 7
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Tumsnaadosdinle
Tuf 1984 Fomaw (Widowson, 1984) ﬂa"n’j']gﬂLﬁmﬂ'\iﬁmmz«‘i‘m”ng@iaa’mlﬂsu
MM mwneddoudaadoulasiitafisnnunenis ﬁugmmmi WAZMIADUEWDS
datandvadddudy daangiad (Dubois, 1987 819f19l4 Markkanen & Schroder, 1997)
"L@TﬂsmﬁdmiﬁwwgﬂLﬁmtﬁ'ﬂumiiwmmwamﬁﬁ'ﬂmﬁwmmamf LaTAIFNBTUAY
WASuaL8sn (Crismore & Farnsworth, 1990) uaadwgﬂtﬁmﬂ“@"ﬁ'sUiﬁﬁfﬂ’iﬂmmam‘
Foumsnuisamednmmandleadnasziass T aundu uazlud 1994 lauaus (Hyland,
1994) ﬂﬁmﬁaumfméwﬁtymaqﬂLﬁmﬂ'a'i'nﬂuﬁﬂmmﬁﬁwmiamwﬁu%amﬁmms
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izwjn@,ﬂsuﬁuﬁauﬁwLﬁiaaﬂmsgnﬁ'@mmawaaﬁﬁwﬁuﬁmdnfu (Hyland, 1996)
mma@uﬁmmmﬂﬂﬂﬁmaaﬁaﬂﬁﬂfmﬁiamﬂﬁuﬁnﬂ%a@iasaaﬁ'uﬁém’lﬁﬂau%’u
iaﬁuwu%%aaaﬁmwflmie] ﬁ@ﬁmuﬁwé’aﬁ%aua (Hyland, 1996; Brufee, 1986) n13
memwaJqmwvﬁaa'auﬁfamiammﬁaamm”umsﬁwmﬂaaﬁmwjl,aml,a:‘*ﬁm%"ﬂm
wineuauTeIinIsuAuau g MiieaTos (Myers, 1989; Markkanen & Schroder, 1997)
2.2 mﬁLﬂi’n:ﬁgﬂLﬁmﬁ'ﬂuuﬂmwaﬁﬂ
ﬁfﬂ%ﬁ'mmﬂmuﬁﬁﬂmgmﬁmu”ﬂuuwmm%“ m"lﬁﬁm’mgﬂl,ﬁmﬁ\‘u,ﬁaL'ﬂuLmea
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yasdoaffing (Hyland, 1998) gﬂmmﬁaammfuﬁmamiaﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁnﬁm (Crompton,
1997) gﬂmmﬁam:ﬁumww”ﬂwao@%miaﬂizwaﬁ (proposition) #3aa NI %3

o o A a o A
284988861 (Crompton, 1997; Hyland, 1998) Fan1sAns 1A= luTsninniduuuingg
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