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Predictability and role relations in Thai honorifics

Songthama Intachakra

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

Exchange of honorifics is regarded as an important linguistic phenomenon in Thai society.
It serves to promote interpersonal harmony among interactants with different statuses, or between
those speakers interacting in formal settings. As a matter of principle, conventionalised use of
honorifics is more often than not encouraged. However in real-life conversation, speakers may not
always avail themselves of these forms. Therefore, projecting accurately whether particular honorifics
will be called for, and which positions in a conversational turn they might be employed, is a very
difficult task. This paper reports on a study that makes inquiries into the idiosyncrasies of honorifics in
Thai, drawing upon two sets of data from formal interactions. Parts of the findings are testimony to
the fact that conventions of honorifics are not adhered to for various reasons, and that occurrences of
honorifics mixed with other less formal speech styles are commonplace in many of the examples
investigated. A working hypothesis | put forward is that: despite breaching traditional norms of honorifics,
speakers indulging in dropping honorifics, or replacing them with otherwise conventional speech, do
so within an allowable unit, which consists of language devices they are deemed appropriate to the
institutional, and other (possible) role relations, they assume and negotiate with the hearer at the
moment of speaking. Approaching how and why honorifics, and their informal alternatives, can co-exist
in this way not only allows us to consider this practice from an objective perspective, but also to
make sense of the management of the often dynamic, and overlapping, social relations through style

mixing most typical among many younger generation Thais.

Keywords: honorifics, predictability, role relations, Thai language
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NULATNY

5. andnsuazagduanisdnm

lu@auq@ﬁmﬂuaduwmmﬁ didwazinansfnsunaflneinulsnéu
Soamsmanmsoile (aaud 5.1) Lm:mﬁnmsﬁmuqﬂﬁgiaumsauﬂmﬂ'\mﬂ"ﬁﬁmmm
agjmsﬂuvamﬁﬁsawfuvléfmm‘”nwm:mmé’mw”uﬁizm’mqﬂﬂaﬁl,ﬂu"l,ﬂ"l,@ﬁmmm6]
(i 5.2)

51 msanan1Iailazasdaga lwliasa

qmjmmuﬂi:mwﬁwaamiﬁﬂmmammmamim:miéamiizwj'mqﬂﬂa
fia msﬁumimaa%mm:gﬂLmumaaﬂswngmszﬁmammﬁLﬁanﬁﬂm Lﬁ'aaaﬁmmiﬁvlﬁ
wWanudunannsndanuaifiung ﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ):ﬁﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬂaﬂlﬂﬂﬁimdﬂﬁuvlﬂﬂixqmﬂuﬂ’]i
mansai wmndmsldmsnlusidmsrufiedulussundusg 8n manngmsived
snumzasfananannsnnelimseldagnelsthe nannsduszuu (Payne, 1992)
RANMIIUNNTIAFTIHAAMIRUNUT (Sacks et al., 1974) RANMIIIUMTIANLAUTAN
Faaal (genre) (Corbett, 2009) wazwanmiang sndudwanansuisadasiudsdu
1309 “Msanansalle® (predictability) lulunsassflunisdon nefinanmslddanen
WAsansnanudevaslimmnlasidliuszannasgumdedinimmsldaaduly
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ARINITNRININARDUAINTZAUNITANANITL AT WA waziitaddradosdlwiAssas
o A & A A A 'y
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TUBUARDALIAN I@]ElLQW’l:E]Ej’IGQGSLuﬂ’]iW“@LLU‘]J@i AL aINILUUM U UHA LA IERININAR
madfsudarnstenInsdaniiduniens (sandedaadlwiiesd) uaziand by

P o ' o A a A = @ .
nenaBsfidoulduanuaslilutidusaineun 4.2.1 iudinuinldatouninag
wABlBA¥1A% g Nszuunsigaesdldifesdnoudawsuwasinulunisine
(Keating, 1998, p. 39; Okamoto, 1999, p. 55, 2010, pp. 79-80; Kim, 2015) NA bnNuazInf
aunsRessveslngmsainsnuaitianuisulaluuidmnisuiniivndnneas
sydanaudifissi miaansnimadnngdasdliifss@laluszaudmialaldiae
A = g o« o ) A o ~
nlsnglunmsnsiidunstadeusmagrumslemeigsauas i

5.2 AMNANNBSITIUNLIN

nNan1398 luassnhurasliiindsnsladesd lwiAusalunanons s I unIIny
wanmsledesdliiiss@ausuuunulunmen ng wdnszRansandsingmsalasndn
luyuwas Y3740 (objective view) luuslanazilinamainsnvasmaisudasdlifinsd

o " Y v l:l J v A ~ U e
wazmymnuaununlnddrsanudilannili filoududionugn (Cook, 2008,
pp. 9-11, 2011, pp. 3658-3659) HTITUAIT il ududasdianzinaasuiannim
lunuudeg ywldismslailsdesdliifiesd lavlddadunouandagna (external
factor) (8711 eNuTuMINIVBILTUN MudInmidiauasgaunu) Lazllsslauninans
ﬂ”%ﬂg; Dueu) iduinmsiringy tesanazdinabiaanulaudiissin nslenisn
laddwldauszauanauduniens wazanuaudsnauandug) iuisaf luinanzay

v 1 ) ¥ a ‘§/ U v { Qs
Qmaua’[maam UnngnmsalguitenaifadunizanaudesmIneidwaNazuaadsan
luanwmedns g nnifazsdwnnzdndinavesdatuneuaninesadtnaded nsau
a Xad > o i L. A @

ANUAARINNNNNN B NIFTIIBAANBTIVINIRIAN (social constructionism) FITWANNTT
fa Smmmﬁa’iﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬂLﬁ'ﬂﬂl*’ﬁﬁmwﬁaﬂa:ﬁaumwa‘”ﬂmﬁmamu ANANHDILU
A v o A da o o A A Av o ¢ ' A Aw v X A
ndlldidusindadwannnaunazlinyjaunusisuall udiduiengwaairilunia
@iaiadﬁuﬁimauﬂuwm:ﬁm‘iﬂﬁﬁwﬁuf@‘hLﬁuag (Holmes, 2003, pp. 88-92; Coupland,
2001; Agha, 2007)

YluwnaiTaINIaIeaanBaNIFI AN RRINITDINNIa TUN N LT e

o a Al o A A A 9 A v A A 1 a
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A = AN o ' o o A a A
mams) Ndsnglumsfinsnaisilasgsdandioasan miodsdula men lnaidunim
ﬁﬁmiﬂa%mw11é‘ww‘”uﬁizijqﬂﬂaﬁﬁﬁmwmn%mﬂm%muué"s wazvutduisaslnd
A A Av €do v o A A o e o gd
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a ' a A A ~ v A a A @ '
unumauudagiana nadnnanisie dasdudvunfizanglsnsuoyladu
a X A ad |awmda A o ' L ' a a
memaiRnandn wszdaduwiflfjuansuduwisesivegradugtauinninluada (o
nassunIseulutuiion uaznad jaunuiizninddniaseninagiu-glduinsluy
=) o J Q;: ] dl s I3 & a lﬂq/ v
waenImIAN LT wAUIEININTY TIUNINTEUNIRIBTE B UNasIhatddawdali
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g 4 = o Lrd ‘dl a 1 tﬂl
azaIndu) yananisanadanuduwusiiduniimadu “Aud-ana3d udilioaunun
AU819178 WANLYID1IRBINITUIIVINANTREENINHaUAATE Fnavaniadidu “has”
a “ ” 7 o] A A ‘SI : “ ‘sl” “ 1y a [ 2 H
wia “9n” 1719 uazuednnsdi Junminmafandug uiu W “ud” wis “gdnlng
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A doa a P v o € a W7 . A <
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Tanauenldmeannuldldiang
anuFunusiiiunumAdnglunsd jauwusaadeyafidunisifou
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A o o A ' = &
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= v a v a v A Y ' { &
FausasnnuauRuESIununluuoy §lWuIn-iunimey i $enden 2 e
wasuiansldluansueduild ouunw anadunusidunommduldlealu
- A va A A e A e S T S
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LLamé’@lé’ﬂwmﬂu@jmmé’uw”uﬂmulﬂ 817 luwa2ad19n 10 WonImvwaunuInlug
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A

AN UAKLBIAIEMTTONAKLEITN “W” LLa:L%'ﬂﬂ;‘JTi'ammum “an’ ALUUIINNLANIN
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“ o &a A A a . Y 'V a S eve Ao oA
ANMURUANBDLTIUNUINLLUNIILRBNDY 9 aﬂaﬂqduaﬂluﬂ@]aiﬂu auvL@LLﬂ W-1ad” i

7 « o ¢ ) a A . o Adana ' v o A o 8 o a a
“@NUFNNUS” (relation W38 relationship) (JuAANReNdant19niNe SaunwanefsanwueaNUNEIAIN
e e i, L& 4 aa o 4
yanafidenulasyin §ud1i1 “Unun” (role) Fanuwanafiduwiznitiu Sanansfiadng (ight) uazwinf
(obligation) fAynaaLnaItuildany wiamanislwasdsd §id (@19 unuimdusianin unuanidude)
(.W3nuLinuny Spencer-Oatey, 2008: p. 15; Merton, 1968: pp. 423-426, 2007[1949]: pp. 449-452) fidisn
A Yo v o ¢ a A A A & o doe o o & A6 ve o
wwanldddn “‘enudunuiidiunuin” luunenaiitlefefisnpinudaunusssdsingmsaiitlunislddasd
iAssdlunmnng

166



ssdalemans U1 16 alufl 2 (nangnaw - Funan 2559)
JOURNAL OF LIBERAL ARTS 16, 2 (JULY - DECEMBER 2016)

“SW-3iE9” uM9 ud-gn” iudu anwudesnisnazd juaauauunumnduibng
uwazaudaInIfzuaasauainauuiughinmw ldhduusinandunyildisa
leaadldinssdaavluunuiannsuiesi(@n)ias(an) (sisterly language) wa
S LEeIual (motherese) (9 Nwokah, 1987; Gleitman et al., 1984 1Judu) ANuFNWUET
BIUNUINULUURRUEI AR Bl nA208190% 9 Bn 1w lualee19n 12 AEnslTtasd
IWifpsdsaunudisonanuuaziannmsfliidunnisug ssnisgidenusunus
Faunumuunnsanduna “Wins-waniuidy’ uaz “@1-naw uazganuaunusnduly
ldaug Bnliluvmdoanu (@nialiinguafiasoadanulu ide, 2012, p. 127)
A A A Ao a ) o =< & Aa
sundgunihauladszmmibfididoundunsasldnnuanisdnmluaiide
uligflEnmannma 2 undstayaazlsmadfsudesdliissdusznainuaunumln
agasasy uawannidanuaszniniy msUsuwdsuianmmnliagmald “wiied
e o4 e 4 L .
#ausula” (allowable unit) (Te9aaudadunanniiad “allowable contribution” 11 Levinson,
A a v A ' i > B a & i
1979, pp. 370-371) i afunelaaadt ‘mngauﬂmmwmmﬂlﬂmam 2 dausad
matu3luanuduiuiiBwnnndenudu ‘@191sd-gnfud” 1drns-gnies “Tun-jutey
“ud-gn” “d-nanw 9ay lunsdjaunusaianu g dhondiuufoudannimazdasazin
ainadn inniaisearluuTunmitemadianiu uszarlilsmwniausaswndnay
A A o ' A @ o & o % ' A
aug Nauduean ldinvevwavasniisfivanivlanu g iudui fwaezldnodaly
wa ad A Y o A = o .
l#anuaznaiinsfamsligannui auesuazmiagaunndaniuznidsangaluniy
Y A A o a va e o oA A A a ) A
saityzu wiafiununniduindenulndBaiduginduniaiaunatinauuiuann hasen
1 :/ o 1 =) v o v Aa oA 1 v o/ 6 di
midwmainaniunlivzildifeglae liisaudluduiaguezasduaimiess
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nuyAnasaUTdnaL IﬂmLa,ww:azmﬁdmnﬁmw‘”ﬂﬁuﬁams@ia@"fwﬂ@mgﬁiﬁﬂdﬂ A
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JUTN (membership categorisation analysis) (Butler & Weatherall, 2006; Hester & Eglin,
1997) WWINALUWIAALTDINIIAMIANNFNNUT (relational work) (Locher & Watts, 2005)
a [ ' A a oA v A o v v A Ao a A '
nlglumalienzdmheivenivldngidowinauatduduummmitingidowgat
andnnmeldinldnmuisanuiulnsvasanuduniszniyaasludayingludagdu
U ] Ql J 1 { [l
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> 1 L
ﬂaﬂﬂ'\in'\ﬂﬂaﬂ“ﬂa&da*
®) mnganndszanm 1-2 Jufl
) MIRgaRNIUNI 2 Junfl
(227) davdnnavlannalalle
(Toya) daudflgnTanaien
(Taya)) dadunaNaLv
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L. sungenzdas 1T
N o eda X o o o A o
Fiayal ... dasdmfedunsaunuwlunsandanis
[aua\
U
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faya- dasanufinaslaslaiauy sl
Taya REGRI R T a PSRN
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