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A study of Mon-Khmer languages in China  
Metcha Sodsongkrit 

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani University  

 

Abstract 
 This research is about the limitation for Thai researchers to access the resources about 

Mon-Khmer language in China, the language which is composed in Chinese. As a result, the study of 

this topic in Thai research is still rarely conducted. According to the literature review, we found that some 

research about the ethnic groups are related with the ethnic group in China which immigrated to Thailand. 

The objective of this research is divided into two points: 1) The ethnographic synthesis that presents 

the data of name, history, habitation, social economy, traditions and culture, 2) A synchronic linguistic 
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analysis which consists of language family and dialect, phonology, word formation, vocabulary, grammar 

and characters. This study found that there are three of Mon-khmer spoken ethnic groups in China 

namely Bulang, De’ang and Wa. They are settlements who live closely to Dai and Jingpo ethnic groups 

in Yunnan. According to the ethnographic and linguistics comparative study, we found both  

correspondences and contrastive points. The contrastive points show the singularity in each 

language. While, the correspondences show that each language is related with the language at the 

branch level. The result of language comparison shows that Bulang language is closest in terms of 

relationship with the De’ang language, and Wa language, was found to be the second closest. The 

relationship between De’ang language and Wa language is least significant. 

 

Keywords: Mon-Khmer language family, ethno linguistics, Bulang, De’ang, Wa  
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4.2   “ ”
2
  

  

 1.  (Blang)   “     

Bùl n y  Ji nzhì   

(Li, Nie, & Qiu, 1986)     

 2.  (De'ang)   “

” Dé’án  y  Ji nzhì    

 (Chen, Wang, & Lai, 1986)       

 3.   (Va)   “ ”

W y  Ji nzhì  ,  (Zhou & Yan, 1995)   
4.3  

  

 (Language hierarchy) 

    
3
     

 1.   

 2.       

 3.   

 4.  
                                                             
2
  3  “  5  

”  Guóji  mínw i mínzú wèntí w zh n  
cón sh  “ ” (

  Zh n uó sh oshù mínzú y yán ji nzhì cón sh ) 

  . . 1953  “

”  . . 1956  Zh n uó 
sh oshù mínzú “ ” Zh n uó sh oshù mínzú ji nsh  
cón sh  “ ”    Zh n uó 

sh oshù mínzú zìzhì dìf n  àikuàn  cón sh  “ ” 

Zh n uó sh oshù mínzú shèhuì lìsh  diàochá z liào 

cón k n  ” ”   
3
     

 (  , 2556A)  (  , 2557B)   (  

, 2558A) 
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4.4    4.3 
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3.     

   

4.   

 4.5   

  

  

 

  1.   

   tian  /t/  

 /ian/     

 /i/ ( yùntóu)  

    /a/  ( yùn fù)   

    /n/   ( yùnw i)  

  2.       . (2531, 

. 95)  “   

 (register)    (clear  head 

register)   (dark  chest 

register)”     ( S ng 

yuány n)    ( J n yuány n)   

 

5.   
5.1    

  “ ” ( Bùl n ) 

 ( D i Zú zìzhìzh u)  ( X shu n  
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   (2546) 

  (2546)   

   

   “ ” (  Dé’án )  

/t’ a: /)  ( Yúnnán) 

 ( D i Zú)  ( J n p  Zú) 

 ( D izú)  (  J n p  Zú)  ( W  Zú)  (  Hàn Zú) 

 17,935    (2546)  

 (2546)   (2545)   

    

   “ ” ( W )  

( Nùsh n) 
 ( Lánc n  ji n )   

“ ” (  w  sh nq )  396,610  

  (2541) 
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  “ ”  

   
   

 
5.2   

  /pla 331/  (  

Bùl n y )  (

 Nányà  Y xì) -  ( Mèn  G omián Y zú) 

( Bùl n  Y zh ) -  (
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W  Dé’án  Y zh )    (

Bùl n  f n yán)  

 1 

   /t’ a: /)    Dé’án  y  

 Nányà Y xì  

“ ” (  Nányà Y xì) -  ( Mèn  G omián 

Y zú) -  ( W  Dé’án  Y zh ) 

   ( Bùléi)  ( Lián )  ( R m i) 

 

 2 

   / a v , r  via , v , a v  l i,pa 
rauk,pa a k/ 

( Nányà Y xì) - (  Mèn  G omián 

y Zú) W  Y zh  1.  (
 B ráokè) 2.  (   w )  3. 

 ( W )
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( - ) ( ) 
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 3  -  

 

  

1.   /p, ph, m, f, v, t, th, n, l, t , t h, , 
k, kh, , , h/  

2.  

2.1    /m, n, 
 , /  /l/ 

2.2    /b, d, r, g,  
d /  

2.3   / / 

3.  (  f 
)  

5.3.1.2   (B) 

 (D)  (W)   
 

 4  -  

B D W B D W B D W B D W B D W 
pl pl pl phl phl phl  bl bl kl kl kl khl khl khl 
npl   nplh     bhl nkl  gl  nkhl ghl  
 pr pr  phr phr  br br   kr kr  khr khr 
        bhr  gr gr   ghr 

       

1.  /pl, phl, kl, khl/    
2.    

 2.1   /pl, pr, phr, br, kr, gr, khr/   
 2.2  /l, r/   

       /l/  /r/    
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3.    

 3.1   /npl , nplh , nkl, nkhl/ 
 3.2   /gl, ghl/ 

  3.3   /bhl, bhr, ghr/  
5.3.1.3 ( )  

  “ ” (

Yùnw i)    
 

 5  -  

 

  

  1.   /-k, - , -h, - /  

  2.   /-p, -t, -m, -n/  

  3.   /-l, -l, -r/ 
5.3.2    
5.3.2.1    

 
 6  -  

 

   

1.   /i, e, , a, , u, , /  

2.  / /   

   

3.  

  /i, e, , a, , u, u, , /  /i, e, , a, , u, , /

 5.3.2.2  /i/    
 B D W B D W B D W B D W B D W B D 

 ie    ia  ia ia   i  iu iu iu  io io  i  

       ia   i    iu   io   
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5.3.2.3   /i/   

 
5.3.2.4  /a/     

  B D W B D W B D W 
 ia ia ia ua  ua   a 

    ia   ua   a 

          

5.3.2.5  /u/     
 B D W B D W 

  au au au u u  

    au    

  a:u     

5.3.2.6  
 B D W B D W 

 iau iau iau uai uai uai 

    iau   uai 

    

1.   /ia, iu, ai,  i, oi, 
ui, i, i, au/  /iau, uai/    

2.   

  -   /io/ 

-   /ua/  

-   / u/  

3.  

  /ia, i , iu, io, ai, i, oi, ui, i, i, ua, a, au/  /iau, uai/   
4.     /a:i, :i, a:u/ 

5.    

-  /ie, ei, i/  
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-  /i , i/  
-  /i , i, a/  

5.3.3    
  
 

 7  -  

B    35 (  ), 33 (  ), 331 ( ), 21 ( ) 

D  

 
W 

  

   

  

. -  / /  

.  –p –t –k  / /  

.  –    / / 

5.3.4     
 

 8  -  

 B D W 

 +C+V+C* +C+V +C+V 

 /ka 1/ “ ” /ka/ “ ”  /ka/ “ ”  

 +C±C±C+V±V±V±C +C±C±C +V±V±V±C +C±C+V±V±V±C 

 /nphlaik/ “ ”  /k’ iaih/ “ ” /kriauh/ “ ” 

*  (L  Dàoy ng, Niè X zh n, 

& Qi  Èf ng, 1986)   /+C+V+C/ 

 +C     / /    

 /+C+V/   / / 

 

   /CV/  

   
  /+C±C±C+V±V±V±C/  

 /+C±C+V±V±V±C/  
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 9  -  

 

   

1.      

2.  

    

3.    4  

   

4.  ( )   3  / , h, /  

 11   9   

5.   

(    

) 

5.4  
    

-    2   

      
  5.4.1   

  5.4.1.1 4 -   

 

 ( )  ( )   ( ) 
     

   .  

 9   (1)  (2)  (3) 

 (4)  (5) 

                                                             
4
  ( , 2557C) 
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 (6)  (7) 
 (8)  (9) 

 
 .   

 
    

   

 (p =prefix, s =suffix, c =circumfix)  
 

 10  -  

 B D W 
 p s c p s c p s c 

( )   /   /   /   

( )      /   /   

( )   /         

( )   / /        

( )   /         

( )   /   /      

( )   /         

( )   /   /      

( )    / /   /   

 

 

 

   

  

   

 

   

       5.4.1.2      

     

   .   
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 B D W   B D W 

 t u  3  t au   h1 iar ia 

 som1 h :m ih  s 1 khrir khri 

 ual2 ar u  um1 m r m 

 sim 1 si  sim  pik 2 ban man 

.   

   

    

     

     

B ta  4 
klau 3 

 tak4 

ton3    
 pha 4 

la  4  
 l k1 l k1    

D pui ta      bo  
bot      

 s k r k     mo mo    

W t a  
kruh    5 

ka  
ke     

 rau  
khau    

 h h     

   .  
   

6   1.    

 2.  
 3.  

  

 4.   

 5.   

 

 6.   

 

  

                                                             
5        

/ t a  kruh/  “ ”  “ ”  “ ” 

 “ ” 
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B ma 2k i 1 
     

“ ” 

lik2 so 1   
   

“ ” 

puan1 lik2 
        

“ ” 

u 1kh m4  
     

“ ” 

sum2t n2  
      

“ ” 

un1  ta 2 
     

“ ” 

D vai va 
     

“ ” 

sim iar 
       

“ ” 

s :  a:m 
  

“ ” 

a:i  ap 
     

“ ” 

t :k moih  
  

“ ” 

pla  d :p 
   

“ ” 

W me  mio   
    

“ ” 

haukhuan  
      

“ ”      

ta h pai   
         

“ ” 

phit lut  
      

“ ”  

m t ai  
  

“ ”     

khau  m 
        

“ ”  

 5.4.1.3 6 
     1, 2 

 3     

  
  

-   

 

 

            
5.4.1.4      

  

   “ ” 

  “  5 

”  

 

  

  

  

 

    
                                                             
6  (  , 2556B) 
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zhèn f     t e 4 fu4 t n fu t  fu 

j ngjì         t i 2 t i1 kin ki t i  t i    

g ngch ng   ko 2 t ha 2 ku  t a  ko  t ha  

nóngyè   no 2 nie2 nu   no  i  

wèish n    vui4 se 2 v i s  vui s  

 5.4.1.5  ( )  

  

   

 

( )     

        
ka 4t 1  ( ) a’pli   dai  kl   
la 4  a 2  k’mai   lu lhek  
vh i 1   d :   gau   
h n4  ha:n  h i  
fan 2    b   k k  

  
5.4.2   

   
 5.4.2.1    
           (1)  

  [S.V.O]  

 S. V. O.  
B 1 “ ” t k2 “ ” som1 “ ”  

D o “ ” h :m “ ” p :m “ ”  

W  “ ”   ih   “ ” s m “ ”  

          (2)  

  [  + ]     
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B pa 4 “ ” en2 “ ”  

D i “ ” n n “ ”  

W pui “ ” an “ ”  

         (3)   

  [  +  

( ) + ]    

     
B a 2 “  ” la 1 “ ” 1 “ ”  

D gia   “  ” n “ ” o “ ”  
W i   “  ” t i  “ ”  “ ”  

           (4)  

  [A+ + ( )+B]    

 A  
 ( ) 

B  

B mi 2 “ ” lo 1 “ ” l 1 “ ” 1 “ ”  

D m I “ ” d a:r  “ ” do  “ ” o  “ ”  
W mai  “ ” lhua  “ ” khai  “ ”  “ ”  

         (5)   

  [  +  + ]   

      

B sim1 “ ” ti 4 “ ” tu 4 “ ”  

D sim “ ”   “ ”  t   “ ”  
W sim “ ” ti  “ ” mu “ ”  

         

  [  +  + ] 

  

     

     

B ti 4 “ ” tu 4 “ ” sim1 “ ”  
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  (6)  

   [  + ]   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  5.4.2.2    

    (1)  

  

   
     

B mi 2 “ ” h l1 “ ” mu 4 “ ”  

mi 2 “ ” pin1 “ ” n n2 “ ”  

en2 ‘’ ’ pin1 “ ” na   “ ”  

mi 2 “ ” h l1 “ ” num1 “ ”  

1 “  ” kh 1 “  ” ka 4 o 2 “  ”  

W mai  “ ” hu “ ” d  m  “ ”  

mai  “ ” m h“ ” m  “ ”  

an “ ”   m h“ ” pa ti  “  ”  

mai  “ ” hu “ ” laih “ ”  

e “  ” uh “  ” kah m h “  ”  

 

     

 

 

 

 

      
B pap2 “  ” t hu 1“  ”  

ph l ka 4  “  ” qhak “  ”  

D gia  “ ”  mai “  ”   

poh“  ” r  “  ”  

W si be  “  ” khrau   “  ”  

tai “  ” pai   “  ”  
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D m  “  ” m i “  ” ha:u   “ ”  

i se “  ” m i “  ” muh “ ”  

se “  ” m i “  ” s :n “  ”  

a  “ ” m i “  ” i ha:u “ ”   

m  “  ” j i “ ” bai “  ”  

:      

   

    ( )  

 

   

   a.  

 [  + ] 

  [  + ]   

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 
                                             b.  

   [  + ] 

  [  + ]   

  

 
 
 

    
B t at2 “ ” k l2 “ ”  

t at2 “ ” lat “  ”  

W 

 

k t “ ” i “ ”  

k t “ ” sak “ ”  

    
D jo “  ” h “ ”  

s :n “ ” h “ ”   

    

B t at2 “ ” la  “ ”  

t at2 “ ” lo  “ ”  

W k t “ ” la  “ ”  

 t at2 “ ”  lhua  “ ”  
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6.   
     

     

 11  -  

 B D W  

 

1.  1.  / / x BD 

2.  x x / W 

2.  1.  / x / BW 

2.  x / x D 

 

1.  1.  / x x B 

2. -  / / x BD 

3.  x x / W 

 

1.  1.   x / / DW 

2.  / / x BD 

3.  /l/ / / / BDW 

4.  /r/ x / / DW 

5.  /p, t, k/ / / x BD 

    -  /k/   x x / W 

6.  /m,n, / / / x BD 

    -  / /   x x / W 

7.  /h/,/ / / / / BDW 

8.  /l/ , /l/ / x x B 

9.  /r/ / x x B 

2.  1.  x x / W 

2.  / / / BDW 

3.   / / x BD 

    

D 

 

do  “ ” h “ ”  

vah  “ ” h “ ”  
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 B D W  

3.  1.  / x x B 

2.  x / x D 

4.  1.  /CV/  / / / BDW 

2.   /+C±C±C+V±V±V±C/ / / x BD 

3.   /+C±C+V±V±V±C/ x x / W 

 

1.  1.  / / / BDW 

2.  / x / BW 

3.  / x x B 

2.  1.  ( ) / / / BDW 

3.  1.  / / / BDW 

2.  / / / BDW 

4.  1.  / / / BDW 

 

1.  
     

1.  [S.V.O] / / / BDW 

2.  [ + ] / / / BDW 

3.  [ + + 

    ] 

/ / / BDW 

4.  [A+ +( )+B] / / / BDW 

5.  [  + ] / / / BDW 

2.  
     

1.  [  +  + ] / / / BDW 

2.  [  +  + ] / x x B 

3.  x / x D 

4.  / x / BW 

5. [  + ] / x / BW 

6. [  + ] x / x D 

7. [ + ] / x / BW 

9. [  + ] x / x D 

 
 1.  / / / BDW 

 

/  1.  x x / W 

2.  / / x BD 
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 B D W BD BW DW BDW 

 6 5 6 9 5 2 16 

   (B=6, 

D=5,W=6)  (BDW=16) 

  

(BD=9)  (BW=5)      

 (DW=2) 

  -

 -

  Dissawarotham (1986)   

  “   

 7 ” 

  

 

   

 “ ” (  , 2543, . 124)  

“  

...” 

 ( - )  
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