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Regional variation and change of Tai Dam tones

in Southeast Asia

Sopita Thavorn’ and Somsonge Burusphat2
1Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Chiang Mai Rajabhat University

2Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol University

This research paper is an analysis of regional variation and change of Tai Dam tones in
Southeast Asia spoken in three countries: Vietnam, Laos and Thailand. The historical comparative
method in linguistics and sociolinguistic variation were employed as the theoretical framework for this
tonal study.

The research found that most modern Tai Dam speakers have maintained the tone splits

and coalescences, and the phonetic characteristics of tones of the Proto Tai Dam. However, the
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phonetic characteristics of tones in the tone category A of Tai Dam, which were used in Thailand,
have changed almost completely. As a result, Tai Dam can be classified into two major dialects:
Western Tai Dam and Eastern Tai Dam. Only tonal variation of tone 1 (A123) in Eastern Tai Dam is

likely to be completely changed to [242] in the future.

Keywords: Proto Tai Dam, Modern Tai Dam, variation and changes of tones, regional variation
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A B C D
1 3 5 3
o & o X ° o o X
ﬂa’]d(@’])mu/ ﬂa’]d(@l’])“ﬂu/ ﬂmd((ﬂ’])&ﬂﬂ/ﬁ:ﬂ‘u ﬂa’]d(@l’])‘ﬂu/ﬂmd
° & 2 & Ay oA ° &
NRNAANVY ﬂa']\‘](ﬂr](ﬂﬂmug\i (UULauLﬁUG) @l’]@lﬂ“ﬂ%gd
2 4 6 4
P 4 9 9
NRNVUAN naNIeay ﬂa’]d(iﬂd)(ﬂﬂ naeay
Ao oA
(UUL@“L&UG)

TLULITING 5 WhBLFYY
(DudnouUn 33nIanTy3)

(Plungsuwan, 1981; S 1aawulszia, 2541)
[ |

A B c DS DL
1 3 5 3

[324] [15] 219 [15]
2 4 1

[43] [32] [324]

FLULITINYNG 4 WiboiFed (Fniany3)
(Plungsuwan, 1981/ 2524 uazg i LaBalzia, 2541)
naygasf 1
nautasn 1

naxgasn 2 naysias? 3

Augnatulye Audnadfinazann fudnavawds

| | | |

A B c ‘ DS ‘ DL A B o} DS | DL A B C DS | DL

1 1 2 3 1 3 4 3 1 3 2 1

[324] | [55] [11] 3241 | (141 | [32]1 | [14] [214] 211 | [44] | [214]

2 4 2 1 2 4 1 4

B [32] [43] [324] [44] [42] | 2141 | 1421
4 1 4
[324] | [32]
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av AR (3 ° 1 PN ' o a
\‘1'1‘%'3'%ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ??iimqr]ﬂﬂ']‘]:V]ﬂﬁﬂ@]"]l%l]i:L‘Ylﬂvl,‘ﬂUﬂ@i&l‘ﬂ 2 nqum:auaan (o

thuwithwne 39niaias) SananumzaITHgNAnanaINIwg 5

P v o & o o oA ' o
AMNN 5 aﬁﬁﬂaﬂamﬂmwad’:iimqmﬂ%aﬂﬂ’]iﬂ-’leﬂﬂ’lluﬂitLﬂﬂvLﬂUﬂqu’ﬂ 2 ﬂf‘l“@]:"]uﬂaﬂ

3$UU’Jiimﬂqﬂ@T 5 RuBLFY EZUU’Jiimqﬂ@T 6 NUIBLLFLY
(T1A30 BUBNINIH, 2521) (laAian a3, 2556)
[ | [ |
A B c DS | DL A B C DS | DL
1 3 5 3 3 1 3 5 2 | 3
[24] [45] [21] [44] | [49] [22] [34] 10 | 1441 | [34]
2 41 6 2 2 4 6 4
o3 | [1 | BU [431 a1 | 131 | @2 [33]

3. Tayauazisn1339e

3.1 MsusIuTINT ey

1. ﬁﬂmmmﬂmazmﬂﬂﬁﬂuLLﬂmLﬁmaﬁmqnﬁmugﬁmﬂmmmmvl,m‘hﬁw“ﬂ
Tudsanalnoflaimsdnsanug LLazLﬁuﬁagmﬁlmﬁuIﬂmﬁanﬁuﬁﬂuﬁ’umu 2 fin
Ieun Indrdutuwaaniu Fnianoys iudaunummindlunguaziuan \lagan
msﬁﬂmﬁmumwud'\Lﬂuﬁu"Lm‘iﬂmTam”@ﬁﬁmimﬁlwuﬂauﬁm‘fumﬂﬁqm Snvahn
aanafigaliesdnsannands LLaz’?mﬁzﬁmmvlwﬁﬂuﬂ@:umi’uaan (U%un
nua 3InTaLag) fl,unmﬂvﬁ]@ﬂulmjﬁnﬂ% mwy;ﬁm‘ﬁ'l,ﬂuq@Lﬁﬂ‘ﬁay]ammvlm‘h
finaludszinamssasgUszr il lasdssmmuanualulsamamminszasaaion
Boau et

mnndiszinammsnsglssmidlagdsemmuan 9 fw ldud

1) up2918892279 (Xiangkhoang) (thuidaaifion thuaiaglase 1839w (Muong
Khoun))

2) WURINY (Houaphan) (LNulwunas thuaua s Lidaddeada (Xiangkho))

3) UWUIWIENA (Phongsali) (thumdn 1idaslud (Muong Mai))
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4) LL’U’N%&I’N&’]WI (Luang Nam Tha) (ﬁm%uaaﬁ’; RILRGH (Muong Sing), 1%
iuin thuds thuseloeld iesnaradiim (Muong Luang Nam Tha)) daiduanuas
Andnuluinuwes L-Thongkum (2002)

mwnndlszmnamminsidaufiouioauy 17 u ldun

1) 392aL88uting (Yen Bai) (Hwn19uw tladnaa (Muong Lo))

2) swiataouliouy (Dien Bien Phu) (tFunadl thuunsoan thunuesle
1A 11udNa11 Wasun/ wag (Thanh)) Faduanaziuiinuluiusas L-Tongkum
(2002)

3) INIALBUAT (Son La) (Uwsinan 1iagsag (Muong Muay), Tnwiun Trmdes
thusugs Triudesias truanssn tiuas tiugns thuid thud ugy Liasduan
(Muong Son La) Gotuauaziuinuluiiuas L-Thongkum (2002)

mstueRuAssulwdasAuaonsesRasonsanaufidudunanawnan
mdﬂﬁxﬁmamﬁm:ﬁuﬁﬁpjfw“ﬂmmvlmﬁﬂagjaﬂ'ﬂwmuuu 1w Awlneiuzranaatinm
SITY

2, ﬂ”ﬂLﬁaﬂﬁuaﬂmmﬁu@msj ludsznasnmsmszasanfisuioauwy Uszina
mrsasgusiylasdszmauan usslulsznalng Usziness 20 au argasud 35 3
Fuly im;juaﬂmmwgamm‘hmu 60 aw Juanmmaziduiwamoniainangafild

< a

A =& o A a & a wn o
L‘W@Lﬂ‘]_|°l|E]HNﬂ']iLL]JiLL@Zﬂ']iL‘]JNU%LLﬂﬂGLﬁUU'Jiimqrﬁ] I@]Ullﬂlmall‘]_l@]‘ﬁﬂﬂﬂa ﬁduaﬂm‘m

v @

nnavazdasyans indudunwud iRauszidule w f{uﬁ'agmfuq NaduanmNAL
ardasiiadpazlumsanifosagluaniwarudiuauysal sanifoaladaiau uazlinaw
inlafazaazalwanusnie

3. a%”nLﬂéadﬁa%’wfdﬂi:ﬂam‘fwuuuﬁﬁmﬂi:i"ﬁmmﬁuanmmm‘i‘mm:
TUMIAE NIV TR TZ U T T NA LA ENAN ¥ UV ILFEIITIUYNG (tonal
characteristics) §8M1TN4 LATATIVFAUHANTUATIZATNAN BULVDILTLIITIMY NG
@‘hﬂﬁﬁmimanaé’wmam%ﬁﬁmmu&iuﬂﬁLﬁiagmmﬂma:mnﬂﬁﬂuLLﬂaaLﬁﬂa'mmqﬂ@i‘
(AaulasanmenIdmaseuLiuIITIgNGLad Gedney, 1972) Usznaudiumonism

80 N AANLFLIANAZ 3 ATY TINAITIIRYL 240 61 (80 61 x 3 ATI) AININA 6
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AN 6 smmsﬁwmaamﬁmasimqﬂﬁ (@T\ﬂLLiJaammLmﬁﬂndanssmqnﬁma\a Gedney, 1972; p. 434)

Proto-Tai Tones

A B C DL (D-long) DS (D- short)
Voiceless friction sounds: % an 1ai 1 917 698 | TI0 BNIN | BAQ /N
*s-, *h-, *hm-, *hn-, *ph-, *th-, *kh- | gy w1y | 21 0o wila 1Re | @an & #win 1
Voiceless unaspirated stops: Y 1r 1 w9 9n 11n nu e
*p-, *t-, *k- fum win O i g daa daan | an du
Glottal sounds: 197 1ad i dw | d8des | uea Qn Wa Gy
*?-, *2b-, *2d- luan | 189 e | dro1hu | aen au an Len
Voiced sounds: Joane | widas | 91 Aw 90 L1Rea %N 4R
*b-, *d-, *J-, *g-, *m-, Fn-, Kl Fr- | g 151800 | i laF \an gn VAU AU
. R —
~— ~
Smooth Syllables Checked Syllables
(Live Syllables) (Dead Syllables)

4. mnﬁuﬁagamﬂamu Q”ﬁﬁ'ﬂsliuuuﬁﬁmﬂim”ﬁmm;juaﬂmwnﬁaaaumw
iagaﬁa"lmﬁmﬁu;guaﬂmm lumimmﬁmﬁuﬁagam’mﬂma:m‘nﬂﬁﬂuuﬂmmuﬁm
maa’nsmﬁqnﬁ;ﬁﬁ'ﬂaﬂﬁﬂmw qﬂﬂmi BIBLRAIYINNIIUITNaY LLa’ﬁﬁQuaﬂmmwu@
T I@mﬁﬁ' BRELA LT GHY aﬁw‘f'sﬂmsajm”ummuvlai L%'mﬁ'mmﬁawaamiaatﬁm’mmqﬂﬁ
wia lilduanmmniaridesnmafensingndla nmssaduiindayanisolddnanys

o v o 2 A A v 2 A
IPA WAL WANL R IRl ULATOILUNNLRES
3.2 Myanidoya
a & |a A A A o A

1. JlenzfSoufsumsudsuazmadfsuudasfosasnmen indiudng 9
lasawnzSoufisuldiduinyugndlumsn indudazaudiiaminisannnming
addnang s TAsMIAnEIAENE9ENE (diachronic study) ANLMIAANIIAIEIMEAT
WU aUsi@ lasiiaanuvas Li (1977), L-Thongkum (2002) L&z Pittayaporn (2009)
mﬂﬁzqﬂ@ﬂ"ﬁ

2. '3me:ﬁmmﬂnﬁmﬁsmqﬂﬁmaamm"L‘neﬁ’wi’mﬁun”u’lﬁ%m‘iﬁﬂmm‘m
' o . A = ' a A o o
$7WaNE (synchronic study) Sadunmsdnmlasuasmenlusranandsinieanoden
uduAuansaueudslUlnm kg muusssMsmaasFiaNfa AnTeRanuFUNUS

FERINIAILUIAEN BUNBDS aiimqﬂﬁ AuandInessanluuwispinuno ﬁuﬁag’
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mﬂ”waa;d‘”vy]@ Lﬁ'ag]'i'l;‘M@n'lmvl,m‘i'lﬂaqu‘”u@i'mﬁuﬁag’a'lﬁ'ﬁﬂ”m:ﬁn'lil,l,ﬂi’uaa

a g ' o v o v v «~ o >
'sismqn@?m@mw%avl,u Tuansmelaing wazindayasmulatunssiaunsuanam
(external sociolinguistic factors) fia MIFwHENMIIUNINdanINIzGuliifiants
Wasuudasvasniwinie ld ¥1Ra1TmI3INE28 T20NIN1IEUAEgIULABINUNIT

A A a & °
wWasnwlasnanatiaduluniw Indrluauwaa
3. ’imsw:ﬁé’wé’nwmwmLﬁmﬁimqﬂﬁﬁammwkl LRZATIIRDUNAT kAN
a 6 v ada r :ﬂ' a
MIAATERMILITNINInaaneaaslasltlUsunsuaduiies Praat
3.3 MIRUEARDTOYA
° A & A A &

1. mmuawamsamewmsl,l,ﬂsl,l,azmuﬂasuuﬂaommaﬁmqﬂmzuamlu
EﬂLLuundamssmqn@i’ﬂnaa Gedney (1972)

2. aﬁﬂﬁﬂLL@:@JNamﬁﬁ'smauﬁﬂmamil,l,ﬂst,l,a:nmﬂﬁsuuﬂamﬁsa’mmqn@i‘
lummindranundnmaluedeaziwesnidssldndgwasgludszinamminsgdiay
foulsauu (nﬂm"lwﬁwﬂagﬁuéfuﬁnﬁﬂ) ﬂi:mﬂmmam‘?’gﬂsrﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂi:**m“ﬁuma
wazthizindng (Mwinddagiuensw)

4. uan1vBUAzNIIENYNA
44 WawimIzasssmynd s indraafagmsninaidegiinlwaiis
% = ¥
AL IwaaniBesle
mmndrfiudrsg Mdwiuiiivdeysvesnuidoi ldun Inddszina
smnsgsaniouisawn (M Indrdatuduiniie) Indndszinamoimdg
sz s lasdsemouaninasludszinalng (mmvl,mi']ﬂa'»gﬁuawm) INauIN1INNg
wENEBITIUEBIUAE AN BT NERANANIINMI Inda udnAud afiudulng

Jwdaunlananoni a;ﬂvlﬁ@]”amwﬁ 7-8
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il 7 apUanansacensimgnanannm ndludssnamnssmizseuiouivawy
(nﬂmvlm‘i’lﬂﬁﬁgﬁuﬁuﬁ’lﬁﬂ) uszdszinaasImsgdszniylasdssmmuaa

(nmﬂwﬁwﬂa@ﬁuawyw)

Inddszinasmymsgsinniisuivawy Inédszimasmsnsy
' a > a =1 . > a G a
n@mammmumnuwﬂ WnIaALdawINY Uszrsylosdszmua
LRzIIRIaBuaT (Wasisuaziilaaduan)

A B c DS | DL A B c DS ‘ DL
1 3 5 3 1 3 5 3

22] | 241 | 31} [24] 22] | [34] | [317] [35]
2 4 6 4 2 4 6 4

[44] | 33 | [43] 33] [44] | 33 | [43] (33]

2NN 8 a‘gﬂé’ﬂé’ﬂmmwamismqneﬁﬁé:"ﬂmmvlwﬁﬂuﬂs:mﬂvlwsJ (mm"lwﬁwﬂagﬁuaw HW)

Inédrdszinalng
ﬂﬁju‘ﬁ 1 NFuAzINAN ﬂejuﬁ 2 nguaziueen
(Buthwiainsu PINIaTTYI) (Buthwmthnune sansaiae)
| | | |
A B c | os | oL
A B c |os | oL
1 3 5 3
2 1 3 5 3
[23] [23] [21] [25] ?
[242] | [25] 314 [25~35]
2 4 6 4
2 2 4 6 4
243y | 331 | 313 [33]
[44] [33] [43] [33]
[23] | I

nnmIsgdanansuzranTIMndnanmm ind ludssinaasuigasaniion
Reauwu (n'lvamﬁﬂﬂa]a;u”uéTuﬁﬂLﬁ@) ﬂs:mﬂmmimﬁﬂs:m%ﬂmalﬂsw’mum'm,a:
dszinalng (mm"l,mﬁ']ﬂm;u”uawmw) LLa@ﬂﬁLﬁudnﬁmqﬂ@i’mm"lm‘hﬂszmﬂmm'm{g

Y a a a o v A a [ v A & A ' A a
ﬁdﬂ&l%ﬂ&lL'JEI@]%"]NYHN%']@]L@EI%LUEJ‘H;‘I{:J JWRIALDEUUNY (LUBINIY, LUDILDTURT) LA
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JIAIALTUN i’smgavlm@'hﬂs:mﬂmmam%’gﬂi:m%ﬂvlmﬂﬂi:mwma @adunmine
ﬂ?}@u"’uawaw) Safwawinsvenmugnadulimuszumimugndmming (Gedney,
1964; Fippinger & Fippinger, 1974; L-Thongkum, 2002; Burusphat, 2012) ﬂz\‘imiLLUﬂLﬁm
THLFUIUUY ABCD123-4, D=B UadNANBMAZYDIITTUYNG

é’m%"uvlmﬁﬂtﬂqﬁuawUwiuﬂs:LﬂﬂvlﬂﬂiﬁwaLflu"[ﬂmu‘ﬁ;ﬂ”’?aﬁ'ﬂvlﬁ'cﬁ'@mjuvﬁmuﬁu
lavutsaanidu 2 ngu de Indnguaziuan (udspiliden nd A unaieniu
Wiy ndudauny) LLa:vLm‘i’ma;mlzfuaaﬂ (Aunthuwinmwe sansaias) Tag
RNTMINITIUYNAVAITEI A ﬁﬁé’ﬂé’ﬂwmwaui%m’sﬁmqﬂﬁl,mﬂ@mﬁ'u it Inen
NEUAZIUAN (Buwthuwansu IRTANTYT) 1IIUYNG A123 wiesnansdn-du [23]
§aAASBINLINWITVEI L-Thongkum (2002) 7ifiFsulsszninadoanansdnszauay
Foalun e Indnasduiuieanandn-du 22~ 23] ﬂi’mgfuuﬁa WAZITTUEYNG Ad
Dwosnansen-du-an [243, 232] nmﬂﬁmuuﬂawamsimqﬂﬁ A123 inaralasudning
NAMITIUYNATEI Al lum'mvlwﬂmmgmsﬁﬂ“ﬁﬁmnma@‘ﬁ(-mn)—‘fu [24/ 214] %38
mm"lmUﬁ'qu?%ﬂﬁﬁmﬂma-@m-%u [313] (WAryann atjiin, 2556) niaenvaziiu
Mg WTesaunil (Osatananda, 1997 &19fislu Wausad dasiamwn, 2546) 1
TIUYNGTI AT T dudesdn-au [24] wwidsan lwarsmgnd A4 fianadufiugiuldi
%"uSwﬁwammﬂmmm};mémFJmé’uwﬂmmﬂﬁuﬁaﬁmﬂqﬂ@ﬂuﬁaa A4 T Rs(Na4)
ga-’fu-@m [453/ 343] (audasanioaial dasiauina, 2546) mstasuudasvoaides
aiimqn@]‘luﬁaa A @Inan maa’awasl,ﬁ'mmqﬂﬁluﬁaaﬁ Lﬂsﬁ’mmgm@’i‘ WWeamuauuag
awlddn dulndnguazinean (Buthuwthrmne 3amiaies) snsamemsueniies
MuFsandauivnuidvvaslafion 0117 (2556) walldnansmzyadfoarsimgnd
A123 (wdgsnanadn-du-an [242] WaITTANG A4 LTWLFBIGITTAU [44] 23T0ENG
A123 Mduldus [242] saandasnunuissvesmiase aiunTiu (2521) lunuisoi
é’uﬁwgmd’]Lﬂmﬁmqﬂ@i{ﬁ"lﬁ%'uSm’?wammﬂmmmjummmum:ma (CREIGEN
(Brown, 1965; Wiu3tk 8ATIAWING, 2546, w. 824) “?'1'aa@ﬂﬁaan”uﬁ;d”ﬁﬁ'ﬂvlﬁlﬁmzuuLﬁm
ﬁ'umaluﬂ%qﬁuﬁa‘lﬁﬁm’mmqnﬁnma(ﬁw)—ﬁu-mﬂ [342, 232] fidnglutes A23 uaz
mmJﬁwuﬂmsﬁﬂénawdawalﬁanmqnﬁuﬁaa A1 ﬁmUﬁ'mmqﬂ@iﬁ,ﬁmrTuanéismLﬂaa
luéhe

miL'ﬂﬁimuuﬂawaammvl.mhﬂ?]ﬁ;ﬁuﬁwuﬂluﬂi:mﬂvl‘nm&aaaaﬂﬁjwﬁimmwwz
nguaziuanialainsigndtes A ﬁw‘"@ummimmL?fﬂmiimqﬂﬁammwﬂﬂﬁwﬁLﬁu

AdwisTngndazau Aa ey (A1) uazgeszau (*A2) suduwisingndilfouszey
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ammugirﬁﬁauuﬁ’s msa"’@Ln_iona;:ummvl,mhﬂ%]gu”uluﬂimﬂvlﬂﬂaamﬁu 2 ﬂ&jwﬁ
LANENITHiLa LLa@ﬂﬁLﬁuvl@T’hmmsﬁmammsﬁaﬁﬁmﬁmqﬂ@i‘ﬁm']aJaa@ﬂﬁaaﬁ'u
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(ﬁ'uﬁ'\‘lm”@qswwg?mﬁn”uﬁuﬁ'mi’wguws) ﬁa”?'cﬁ'ﬂLﬁmTagaLﬁmﬁwfﬁwudﬁ IR
Ho9 A123 aanifpaidu [313] winavsmynd (313] lasuBniwannmmineanasgu
mm"lmaﬁqu%‘ wWiammnguaissaunit waasiTmssuENEN il AadwHaue Wen
aslumsladadunaiuwiunit 100 Juudn wasan Indnguazinananawigun
Usznalngassusnlud we. 2322 dadunardszunmnin 200 3 mm:ﬁ"lm@hnq’u
m:i’uaaﬂawswmwé’otﬁhmiuﬂi:mﬂvlmﬂﬂ%l,l,inﬁﬁ'am”@awq%‘ WJad w.e. 2432 uaz
AsInFaIfithwm e d1neifosnn sanstaan (el w.a. 2540 9ndasbiaes
iwmmmaamiawzrwLﬁﬂuwmzaﬁugﬂuluﬂs:mﬂvlwU“ﬂaovlwﬁmzaaaaﬂéiwﬁl,lmﬂ@mn"’uﬁ
Laammsnsl,%aﬁfuagumwL°1T&J°1Twuaamaé’ww”amwﬂﬁﬁuaﬂﬁaﬁﬁinﬁmqﬂﬁum A
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T 9 uNuTILEAIARTIMUAZLEUN I Ia NN B ius9TN 2 Indh
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nndszmasssmsgseaafoudoawy (Inddusuiia) mgﬂizmﬂvlm (Indranaw)
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78§ @wan
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4 ;& .
Lﬁmﬁsmqn@fﬂ 1 (A123) naedN-Iu-an [242] vesm s Indrludszinalne

o

nauazInaan (Autnuwilmwa 3Inialas) ﬁmmﬂwaaLﬁﬁaaismqﬂﬁLﬂuLﬁmﬂawm

2aU [22] 1u5ﬂwm:LLﬂi§ai:1u;§u ANANENILNIAULAZ LU HUBNAHIAKIALINWAL

1 =) a o v v cls Qs { a J
wunidmsudsdaszldanudn [242~22] s mﬂ‘*ﬁgﬂLLﬂsLﬁmﬂmami:ﬂu [22] MLAaTW

De

v & . @ o a v H o v a & Aa
uwaaalfiiuigwanisindrdutuuthwinevsaudsasldifosssugnd [22] 18
WanmannmTIsgnamn indaaduegdiluemaamaitgulndaiasazgymell

A Y ' a v a H 4 AV v
wnzlifiouyaud udzidowlylgidornsugndnans@n)-du-an [342, 232] Aldsu
SNTWANNIINITIOMNG A23 [342] BBIMBINGUATINAWNIZLN (A1ILAE) WIDNBN

a A Y o
Tnedwas Sadudatunouanaim (external factor) LN
(F9r93mynan 2 (A2) NA9FITEAL [44] vasmmn indrautugy iendum
o o a a U = a tg/
Urminasmnszasanfiouivawn Tuguannim 2 au Snmsudsidwfomnansge-au
= v & ~ a a e a & v oA
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