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Abstract 
This article examines several academic works with different methodologies in order to investigate 

the ability of the European Union’s collective identity construction. It asks in particular that after some 

3 decades whether a European identity has emerged among Europeans.   

The findings suggest that national identities, and national affiliation, remain supreme for most 

European citizens. Together, there seems to be significant support for the EU but much less support 

for any specifically defined contours of a European identity. A certain number of Europeans, however, 

expressed their affiliation with Europe second to their own nation, suggesting that Europeans are 

capable of multiple identities, i.e., both national and European identities. 
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 (Schlesinger, 1994, pp. 321-322)  

 (Sonia Lucarelli, Cerutti, & Schmidt (eds.), 

2010, p. 197) 

 

“democratic deficit”   
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(Jolly, 2007, pp. 36-39) 
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Franklin, Michael Marsh, Lauren McLaren, “Uncorking the Bottle: Popular Opposition to European 

Unification in the Wake of Masstricht”, Journal of Common Market Studies, Vol. 32, No. 4, December 

1994, 455-472. 
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5  Thomas Risse, “European Institutions and Identity: What Have We Learned?”, 247-271, 

Karol Jakubowicz and Miklos Sukosd, “Six Communicative Deficits in the European Union”, in Miklos 

Sukosd and Karol Jakubowicz, eds, Media, Nationalism and European Identity, (Budapest: Central 

European University Press, 2011), 11-12. 
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