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The Death of Lin Biao in 1971: the End of an Ambitious Leader

or a Victim of the Cultural Revolution?

Sitthiphon Kruarattikan

College of Interdisciplinary Studies, Thammasat University

Abstract

The death of Lin Biao, Vice-Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party and Defense
Minister of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), who was the rising star during the Cultural
Revolution in 1971 is considered one of the great mysteries in the political history of modern China.
The official version of PRC history portrays him as an ambitious leader who tried to stage a coup by
assassinating Mao Zedong but failed. However, this article aims to shed new light on him by arguing
that he was a humble leader whose death was a result of, first, his family’s roles that led to the conflict
with Jiang Qing’s faction and, second, the difficulties he faced in maintaining a proper relationship with

a highly-charismatic leader like Mao Zedong.
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