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กกกกกก
กก∗∗∗∗ 

 ก1  2 

 1   
2  

ก  
 กก   

 
กกกกกก

ก   กก  
กกก กก
 2   กกกก กกก กก
กกกกกกก กกก
กก ก
ก  กกก
กกกก ก
กกก  กกกก
กกก กกกกก 
ก กก   () ก 
() กกกกก กกกก 
 กกก กก
กกก
ก  

 ก ก กก 

∗   ก    ก Liberal Arts International Conference 2015:
Redesigning the Landscape of Southeast Asia  6  2558   
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A Study of Tone Assignment in English Loanwords and 
Spelling System in Thai

Nawasri Chonmahatrakul 1 and Chutamanee Onsuwan2 

1Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University 
2 Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University 

Center of Excellence in Intelligent Informatics, Speech & Language Technology 
and Service Innovation (CILS)2 Thammasat University 

Abstract 
This paper provides some observations concerning Thai phonemic tone assignment in 

English loanwords based on various sources: the Royal Institute of Thailands loanword rules and 
regulations, previous phonological analyses of the observed patterns, and our preliminary data 
collected from Thai informants and large-scale written corpora. For Thai, there are two general 
approaches for spelling English loanwords: using the closest alphabet equivalent and tone markers 
reflecting the actual pronunciation, and following transliteration/transcription systems sets for Thai, 
with no specifications for marking of assigned tones. It should be noted that phonemic tone 
assignment/adaptation of loan words from non-tonal languages has been a focus of linguistic 
research. By and large, it was found that tone assignment of loanwords in a tonal language (and also 
in the case of Thai) is consistent and systematic as it is shaped by the languages sound system and 
perceptual patterns. From our data, we found that loanwords with the assigned high tone tend to 
create the most inconsistent spelling patterns, and those with the assigned mid tone the least. The 
current transliteration systems, which in some cases create written forms of loanwords that do not 
match with the pronunciation, could lead to inconsistency and confusion among language users. 
Loanwords with the assigned falling tone or high tone, which according to the spelling systems are 
not required to have any tone markers, were found to have a large variety of spellings. To 
standardize the spelling system of tone assignment for English loanwords (and loanwords from other 
languages), and to make it compatible with current language use, it is recommended that language 
surveys, questionnaires, and linguistics research be implemented. 

Keywords: Thai tones, English loanwords, Thai tones in English loanwords 
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1. 1

กกกกก
  กกกก    ( ก,
2558, . 4) ก (ก) 
 

   ก
 ก  ก
  ก 
    (loanword proper)  
(loan blend)  (loan shift)  (loan translation;
calque) (, 2557, . 272)
กก    กก

 ก กกก
ก ก .. 2554 
กก 600   (
ก, 2558)

กกกกก
 .. 2484 (กกก ,
2485) ก .. 2532 กกก
  ก 8  .. 2535 กกก
กกกก  กก
กก ก
 (, 2532, 2535) กกก
 (ก, 2558)  .. 2546 
กกกก กก
 กกกก ก
กกก ( ก, 2558)  .. 2552 
กกกกกกกกก

1  . ก กกก
 .ก ก (NECTEC) ก InterBEST  ก
 กกกก 
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1. 1

กกกกก
  กกกก    ( ก, 
2558, . 4) ก (ก)  
 

   ก
 ก  ก
  ก 
    (loanword proper)  
(loan blend)  (loan shift)  (loan translation; 
calque) (, 2557, . 272) 
กก    กก

 ก กกก
ก ก .. 2554 
กก 600   ( 
ก, 2558) 

กกกกก
 .. 2484 (กกก , 
2485) ก .. 2532 กกก
  ก 8  .. 2535 กกก
กกกก  กก
กก ก
 (, 2532, 2535) กกก
 (ก, 2558)  .. 2546 
กกกก กก
 กกกก ก
กกก ( ก, 2558)  .. 2552 
กกกกกกกกก 

1  . ก กกก 
 .ก ก (NECTEC) ก InterBEST  ก 
 กกกก 
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กกกกกกกก
 .. 2558 (ก, 2558)   

กกกกก
ก 2  ก กกก
กกก กก
กกก 
กกกก   ก  
กกกก
ก (, 2532, 2535, 2542, 2554)  

ก กก .. 2550 
กกกกกกก
  rating ก  กก
 2   fax ก 
ก  ก (, 2550) กก .. 2555 ก
กกกกกกก
กก  กกก  
     ก  ก ก
ก     ก   
กก  กก  กก (, 2555) ก 
กก กก
กก (, 2555) 

กกกกก
กก กกก
 .. 2525 กก
กก กกก
 กกกก
ก กกกก
กก 
กกก  
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ก (InterBEST) ก
 (NECTEC) (Kosawat et al., 2009) กก
ก กก
    

2. กกก (tone assignment) 
กกกก

กกก  กก (
) กกก 
กกก (Kang, 2010)  ก
กก  bar  pa (Wu, 2006) ก
กก  letter  lettha 
(Yip, 1993)  กกกกกก
ก ก
 กก (Gandour, 1979; Bickner, 1986; Kenstowicz and Suchato, 
2006) กก ก
ก 

กกก 
กกกก กก
กก กกก 
กก   (Wu, 2006) 
 (Leben, 1996; Kenstowicz, 2006)  กก
กกกก 
 ก กก (ก) - (
 ()   
 /m/ /n/ /ŋ/ /j/ /w/  () ก
กก) กก (Gandour, 1979; Bickner, 
1986; Kenstowicz and Suchato, 2006; ก , 2556) 
 Gandour (1979)   
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 1 กกกก ก
Gandour (1979)

กก กก
 bill ก [bin]  cone ก [kʰo:n] กก ก
กก  ก
ก  car'toon ก [ka:tu:n]  do'main ก
 [do:me:n] 

กกก กก 
 ก (ก) 
ก  lord ก [lɔ̀:t] board ก [bɔ̀:t] ก
 กก  tulip ก
[tʰiwlp̀] 

กก กก
  กก  'rugby ก [ɾaḱb:̂]  'battery
ก [bɛt̀tɤ:ɾ:̂]

กก กก ก
ก 
(ก) กกก   block 
ก [blɔḱ]  tank ก [tʰɛŋ́]

ก   กก 
กก 
ก   tennis  
กก   net กก
กก (ก , 2556)  ก
กกกกกกกก

 





   
   ก
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 1 กกกก ก 
Gandour (1979) 

กก กก 
 bill ก [bin]  cone ก [kʰo:n] กก ก
กก  ก
ก  car'toon ก [ka:tu:n]  do'main ก
 [do:me:n]   

กกก กก 
 ก (ก) 
ก  lord ก [lɔ̀:t] board ก [bɔ̀:t] ก
 กก  tulip ก
[tʰiwlp̀]  

กก กก
  กก  'rugby ก [ɾaḱb:̂]  'battery 
ก [bɛt̀tɤ:ɾ:̂]  

กก กก ก
ก  
(ก) กกก   block 
ก [blɔḱ]  tank ก [tʰɛŋ́]  

 ก   กก 
กก 
ก   tennis  
กก   net กก
กก (ก , 2556)  ก
กกกกกกกก

  


 
 

    
   ก 
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ก ก ก
กกกกกกก 
 กกกกก
กก   

3. 
กกกก

กก
กกก 
กก 2   ก กกกก
กก ( ก, 
2556) กกกกกก
 1-4  50   25  
 25  กก
กก กก 1  2  
 40   ก ก   
ก 10    

กก 40  ก game, 
bow, fuse, cheer, term, diesel, screw, chlorine, balloon, protein, suit, serve, watt, flat, 
clinic, concert, cubic, mosaic, granite, phosphate, counter, quota, coma, gypsum, kiwi, 
solar, rugby, open, hockey, guitar, cake, plug, shirt, sauce, tank, check, knot, cookie, 
tennis, bonus 

กก 2 ก ก
กกกก ก 
(InterBEST) ก (NECTEC) 
ก 9 กกก (genre) 
   ก ก  ก (Kosawat et 
al., 2009) ก (
ก  .. 2542)  47  กก   (
ก กก 1 
กกกก)  
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 47  ก     ก  
 ก  ก ก  กก  ก ก ก  ก 
ก กก ก   ก  ก ก  ก ก ก
ก  ก       
ก  กก  กก
กก   กกกก
ก (grapheme-to-phoneme) (Thangthai et al.,
2006) กกกกกก
 กกก

กก 
กก ก 
กกก 

4. กก: กกก 
กกก  ก  

 กก  
กก  กกก
 ก กกกก
ก ก   กก
กกกกกก ก 

กกกก  
กก  
กก  ก 9 
  

4.1 กก
กกกกกก 

กกกก
   granite กก ก 
 กกกก 8  (
ก, 2556) ก ก ก ก ก ก ก ก 
ก
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 47  ก     ก   
 ก  ก ก  กก  ก ก ก  ก 
ก กก ก   ก  ก ก  ก ก ก 
ก  ก        
ก  กก  กก
กก   กกกก
ก (grapheme-to-phoneme) (Thangthai et al., 
2006) กกกกกก
 กกก 

กก 
กก ก 
กกก 

4. กก: กกก
กกก  ก  

 กก  
กก  กกก
 ก กกกก
ก ก   กก
กกกกกก ก  

กกกก  
กก  
กก  ก 9 
  

4.1 กก 
กกกกกก 

กกกก
   granite กก ก 
 กกกก 8  ( 
ก, 2556) ก ก ก ก ก ก ก ก  
ก 
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กก กกกกกก
ก - กก  กกก 
กกกก ก 
ก กก ก กก
กกกก - (ก , 2540)   /s/ 
ก     /f/ ก     ก
กกกกกก
ก   fax  ก 
 nightclub   

ก   กก
กกก  กกก
กก   

 2 กกกกกก -
 (กก  ก 9 

 (Kosawat et al., 2009) กกกก
 ( ก, 2556)) 

  

  (58)  (14)  (4)  (10)  (10)  (2)
( ก, 2556)            

  (80)  (2)   (10)  (4)  (2)  (2)
( ก, 2556) 

ก 

ก (40)  (16)  (4)  (2)  (2) 
 (2)  (2)  (8) ก (4) ก (2) 
 (2)  (2)  (2) ก (4)  (2) 
 (6) 
( ก, 2556) 

 
 (13)  (3)  (3)  (ก
)          
(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

  16  1 (ก   2559)
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กกกกก - 
กก ก กกก
 กกกก
กก - กก กก 
  กกกกกก
- กก 

 3 กกกกกก -
 

ก
ก (9)

(Kosawat et al., 2009)


 (9)

(Kosawat et al., 2009)


 (5)  (2)

(Kosawat et al., 2009)



 (68)  (16)  (2)  (4)
 (2)  (2)  (2)  (2)

 (2)

( ก, 2556)



  (68)  (10)  (8)  (6)  (4) 
 (4) 

( ก, 2556)

กก กกก  ก
ก กก กกกกก ก   
กกก ก กก
กกกกก     
กกกก กก 
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กกกกก - 
กก ก กกก
 กกกก
กก - กก กก 
  กกกกกก 
- กก   

 3 กกกกกก - 
  

ก 
ก (9) 

(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

 
 (9) 

(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

 
 (5)  (2) 

(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

 

 (68)  (16)  (2)  (4) 
 (2)  (2)  (2)  (2) 

 (2) 

( ก, 2556) 

 

  (68)  (10)  (8)  (6)  (4) 
 (4) 

( ก, 2556) 

กก กกก  ก 
ก กก กกกกก ก   
กกก ก กก
กกกกก     
กกกก กก 
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กกก  ก (41) ก (9) ก (86) ก (38)  (5)  
กก ก

กกกกกกก  
กกกก - กกกก
ก 

 ก
กกกกกก  

4.2 ก 
กก ก กก

ก กกกก
ก 
กกกก (, 2558) 
กกกก
ก  ก  กก ก
ก       

กกกก
กกก กกก
ก ก ก 
  

 4 กกกกกก
ก 

  

ก 
ก (20) ก (2) ก (2) ก (54) ก (22) 

( ก, 2556) 

 

 (28)  (64)  (2)  (2) 
ก (2) 

( ก, 2556) 

 
 (14)  (22)   (54)  (8)  (2) 

( ก, 2556) 

  16  1 (ก   2559)
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 


 (7)

(Kosawat et al., 2009)


 (38)  (2)

(Kosawat et al., 2009)


 (2)  (1)

(Kosawat et al., 2009)

กก กก
ก 

 5 กกกกกก
ก

 
  (90)  (10)    ( ก, 2556)

  (66)  (16)   ( ก, 2556)

ก  ก กกก
กกกกก  ก
กก กกกก
ก กกก
ก

4.3 ก 
กก ก กก

ก     
ก ก  

กกก
กกกกก
ก กกก
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  

 
 (7) 

(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

 
 (38)  (2) 

(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

 
 (2)  (1) 

(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

กก กก
ก 

 5 กกกกกก
ก 

  
  (90)  (10)       ( ก, 2556) 

  (66)  (16)   ( ก, 2556) 

ก  ก กกก
กกกกก  ก
กก กกกก
ก กกก
ก  

4.3 ก 
กก ก กก

ก     
ก ก   

กกก
กกกกก
ก กกก
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      ก
ก      กก 
กก  ก   (ก , 
2540) ก  กกกกก
กกก   

 6 กกกกกก
ก 

  

ก ก (94) ก (4) ก (2)    
( ก, 2556) 

 
 (81)   (6)        
(Kosawat et al., 2009) 

ก 
ก (6)  (10) ก (8)  (20) ก (14)   
(18)  (8)  (8)  (2) ก (2)  (2)  (2)    
( ก, 2556) 

ก
กกก กก 
กกกกก
ก
กกกกก 

5. 
5.1 กกกก

ก 
กกก

กกก กก
ก  ก กกก
ก  ก กกก

  16  1 (ก   2559)
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กก - ก (กก
กก) 
กก ก 

กกกกกก
ก  กก
 กกก
ก

5.2 กกกก
กก

กก
กก    ก (กก)  ก 
(ก)   ก (ก) ก
ก  กกก
กกก (Gandour,
1979; Bickner, 1986; Kenstowicz and Suchato, 2006; ก , 2556) 
กก กกก 
กกกกกก 
ก ( ก, 2558)

5.3 กก 
กกก

กกกก กก
กก -ก    กก   
ก ก   กกกกก
กก 
กกกก
ก

5.4 กกก
 

กกกก
กก 
กกกก
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กก - ก (กก
กก) 
กก ก  

กกกกกก
ก  กก
 กกก
ก  

5.2 กกกก
กก  

กก
กก    ก (กก)  ก  
(ก)   ก (ก) ก
ก  กกก
กกก (Gandour, 
1979; Bickner, 1986; Kenstowicz and Suchato, 2006; ก , 2556) 
กก กกก 
กกกกกก 
ก ( ก, 2558) 

5.3 กก 
กกก

กกกก กก
กก -ก    กก    
ก ก   กกกกก
กก 
กกกก
ก  

5.4 กกก
 

กกกก
กก  
กกกก
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 กกกกก
ก  กกกกก
ก กกก 
ก  ก
 กก กกกก
กก กกก
ก กกกกกก
  ก (New York) ก [ก] ก [ก] 
( ก, 2558)  

กก
 ก กก
ก กก กก
กก  กก
กกกก
 กกกกก 
กกกก - 
กกก กกก
กกก  

ก กกกกกก
กกก กกกกกก
ก  ก
กก  ก กก กก 
กกก  กกก
ก (Gandour, 1979; Bickner, 1986; Kenstowicz and 
Suchato, 2006; ก , 2556) กกกก 
 (Osatananda, 1996) 
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