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Dynamics of Tourism Destinations in Phitsanulok Province
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Boonyasarit Aneksuk 'and Wasin Punyavuttrakul z
" Department of History, Faculty of Social Sciences, Naresuan University
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Abstract

This article aims to present the dynamics of tourism goals between the year 1957 to 2007

(B.E. 2500-2550). Based on the aforementioned aims, the article explains tourism in Phisanulok
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province in the following dimensions: the exact tourism approaches as well as the conditions and
contexts advocating its potential as a tourist destination. The study reveals that the tourism goals of
the province have been generated since 1977 (B.E. 2520) under the umbrella of the strategic plans
of tourism development No.4 concerning cultural tourism and eco-tourism issues. Previously, tourist
attractions were part of the changes attempting to turn Phisanulok into a hub of politics,
transportation and trade in Lower Northern Thailand. Therefore, the tourism goals are still vague.
Furthermore, with the tourism policies of 1987 (B.E. 2530)—under the conditions of external-tourism
investment and Western popularity, the artificial-tourism trends were expanded in the province. As a
result, it implies that globalization plays a crucial role in determining the tourism image of the
province—being varied in accordance with the external investment and popularity, consequently

creating, until now, unclear tourism goals for the province.

Keywords: Dynamics of Tourism, Tourism Type, Tourism Product, Glocalization
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