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Language Strategies Used in the Patriotic Song of Thailand’s National Council

for Peace and Order - NCPO

Phatthira Withawaphinyo

Abstract

This article presents language strategies used in the patriotic song, Returning Happiness to Thailand,
which the Thailand’s military junta, also known as Thailand’s National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO),
used to represent their perspectives in directing and regulating Thai people’s behavior. Through pragmatic
and social discourse analysis, it was found that the Thai lyrics have employed language strategies that foster
reconciliation and assurance of the Junta’s regulations. The three main strategies include 1) lexical strategy
illustrating social conditions and levels of relationship as well as the importance of social and cultural
discourse between interlocutors; 2) discourse—pragmatic strategies that convey the implications of the incident
that occurred previously and the underlying intent and expectation of the sender of the text to assure security;

and 3) rhetorical strategy using vocal features and verses that leave a memorable and lasting impression.

Keywords: Discourse — Pragmatic Strategies, Language strategies, Social Interaction
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