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Mother Clanship [Kathoeys]: Art and Science of Hegemony in Kathoeys
Thai Society

Wacharawuth Suesat and Watcharabon Buddharaksa

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze ‘Mother Clanship’ in Thai society through the concept of Gramsci's
political-civil society. In addition, the authors scrutinize the Mother Clanship via a traditional notion of
‘patronage system’. Research methodologies employed to conduct this paper include documentary research,
in-depth Interviews, content analysis, and narrative techniques.

This paper finds that, firstly, Mother Clanship system in Thailand is based on both ‘art’ and ‘science’-
civil society and political society, such as the utilization of physical and mental Kathoeys’ space. Secondly, the
Thai patronage system works similarly to the Mother Clanship in the Thai society. The difference just depends

on the social context.

Keywords: Mother Clanship, Kathoeys, Hegemony, Patronage System, Gramsci
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