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Children and Childhood: Historical Perspectives Reconsidered

Phakin Nimmannorrawong

Abstract
This paper aims at discussing intellectual perspectives on the history of children and childhood in an
International and Thai historical discipline. It is divided into two parts. First, the paper outlines a background
and debates in the international historical scholarship. The two chief, if not central, debates needed to be
singled out include (1) whether people from different societies distinguish the child from the adult and (2)
whether childhood is a human nature or cultural constructs. The paper also argues for the possibilities

studying history of children and childhood in an interdisciplinary manner by pointing out some merits and
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challenges of recent historical approaches, namely “World history” and especially “Deep history”. The second
part elaborates the current state, debates, and limits of the history of children and childhood in Thailand.
While a nationalist ideology, regarding children as “the future of nation,” has nourished people’s interest in
children and childhood; it is that of Thai historical literatures which is comparatively little. Children and
childhood have only played minor roles in other strands of history. Few others directly concerning the issue
have focused merely on the role of state and nationalism. In its effort to overcome these hurdles, the paper
concludes by contending that both (1) considering three meanings of the term “dek” [Lﬁn]; physiological,
philosophical, and social-relational as an analytical framework and (2) taking deep history’s assumption and

methodology into consideration, might be very useful and beneficial for future research.

Keywords: History of children and childhood, Deep history, Thai history, Childhood, Philippe Ariés
1. 1N3%0

“Infants and children have a rich history that spans not just centuries, but tens of thousands of
years.”- Anthony Volk (2011, p. 470)

“[C]hildhood is a unique stage of the human life cycle, a stage not to be found in the life cycle of any

other living mammal.” (Bogin, 1997, p. 64)
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