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Curse Words as Holy Words: A Case Study of Kanoknakhon

Patipan Upayanugul

Abstract

The aim of this study was to analyze the composition of curses in various dimensions that appeared
in Thai literature including cursers, curses, factors in cursing and being cursed, the content of cursing words,
the consequence of cursing, and methods or conditions for salvation from the curse. Data for this study was
taken from "Kanoknakhon". The results showed that curses were a discursive tool for people holding
"authoritative power" to prevent, suppress, and punish those who behaved against social morality, ethics,
ritual, and norms. The curse words appeared in Thai literature served as “holy expressions” or “literature of
power” that could bring harm to lives of characters in the literature. The characters being cursed would
therefore receive misfortune as a consequence. Curses played an influential role in plotting the storyline as

the origin and the end of the story, as well as the start and the end of characters in the literature.

Keywords: Curse Words, Holy Words, Kanoknakhon, Thai literature
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