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The Background of Maya Devi's Dream in recognition of Thai Buddhist

Chanin Phongsawat

Abstract

Maya Devi's Dream is well-known among Thai Buddhists. However, research into the Tipitaka
reveals that there is no mentioning of such dream; thus a question arises: How did it become part of Thai
Buddhism’s canon? Moreover, it is strange considering that numerous canonical Buddhist texts on the
subject of the Buddha’s biography never fail to mention it. Since some of these texts were written before the
Venerable Buddhaghosa’s translations of pervious commentaries and the composition of his own
commentaries, such as Buddhacarita, Lalitavistara, MahaVastu, and Nidanakatha, it's possible that Maya
Devi's dream was influenced by these texts, that these texts influenced the Buddha’s biography texts written
in Thailand, such as Samparavipaka, Sampinditmahanidana, Buddhanuparivatta, Pathamasambodhi (written

in Lanna), Jinamahanidana, and Pathamasambodhi (written in Bangkok).

Keywords: Maya Devi's Dream, The Buddha'’s biography, The Commentaries, The Tipitaka
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