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Abstract

This study investigated the influence of topic, gender, and conversational
role on the use of minimum responses in Thai. The sample consisted of
20 undergraduate students aged 19-21 years, forming 5 male-male and
5 female—female conversational pairs. Speakers in each pair watched
2 video clips (featuring general and thriller topics). Then, he/she narrated
the story to the conversation partner and exchanged their opinions on
what they had watched. Statistical analysis of the total number of minimum
response occurrences (199) during their opinion exchanges showed that
the difference in the number of occurrences from the two types of topics
was near statistical significance (p = 0.05). However, the difference in
the number of occurrences between conversation partners of different
genders and between different conversational roles was not statistically
significant. In terms of form, the participants most frequently used the
responses “um” and “chai”. The minimum responses produced by the
participants fulfilled seven communicative functions: expressing awareness
and understanding, expressing emotion, expressing agreement, repetition,
confirming information, completing the interlocutor’s statement, and
summarizing or interpreting. The absence of significant differences in
the three examined factors suggests that the frequency of minimum-
response use among the participants was relatively stable and can be

considered a key component in Thai conversational interaction.
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