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Abstract

This research investigates the cultivation of Confucius’ Five Constant
Virtues (11%) through lessons in the 12-volume Huawen Duben (#E3CREAR)
series of primary Chinese textbooks used in Thailand during the 1960s—
a period when the Thai government imposed strict control over Chinese
language education. The study employs Fairclough’s (1995) framework
of Critical Discourse Analysis as its analytical approach. The findings reveal
that the Five Constant Virtues—Ren (1), Yi (), Li (&), Zhi (&), and
Xin (f5)—appear in 144 lessons, accounting for 50 percent of the total
lessons in the series. The textbooks for Grade 1 emphasize cultivating
Ren and Li, while those for Grade 2 gradually incorporate all five virtues.
Notably, lessons focusing on Yi are particularly prevalent in Grades 3
and 4. The study highlights that, beyond language instruction, the
Huawen Duben series also served as a medium for instilling Confucius’

Five Constant Virtues in young learners.
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