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The Roles of Women in Thai Literature : Reflections and Realities
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Abstract

Many Thai scholars who hold Western concepts usually believe that
Thai women in the past were considered inferior to men and played very
limited social roles. However, female characters in Thai literature paint a
different picture and historical evidences also reveals that the status of Thai
women in the past was fairly equal to that of Thai men, the difference was in
the duties which they shared according to their responsibilities. The worth
of human beings, no matter women or men, depended equally on their

knowledge, competence and ethical levels.
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