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Abstract

The research article aims to analyze the weretiger (seua saming) character
in Thai novels, focusing on how the weretiger is portrayed as a symbolic
representation of humans with defilement. This is a documentary research
study based on an analysis of four selected Thai novels, including
Pannawadee’s Beneath the Blood Moon, Tri Aphirum’s Bloodline of the
Tiger, Sirisawaddibud’s Spirit of the Tiger, and Krittanon’s The Demon of
Khao Khwang. In all four novels, the suea saming plays a major role in
the story. A descriptive analytics method was employed. The findings
suggest that these Thai novels regard a weretiger as a representation of
humans with defilement, and defilement itself acts as a main factor
making humans or characters to transform into weretigers. Two principal
variations of defilement have been identified in the novels. The first is
anger, which is held to be a strong destructive force disrupting emotion
regulation, causing the character ultimately to transform into a tiger and
creating havoc in his own life and that of others. The second is delusion,
which leads the character to succumb to various forms of temptation,
including sensual desire and a fascination with occultism. This delusion

causes them to defy moral restraint and transform into weretigers.
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