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Abstract

This paper discusses the issue of the importance of autonomy in
Confucian ethics. | will analyze and draw attention to the premise that it is not
valid to question Confucian ethics from the problem of autonomy because it is a
question that comes from understanding human beings that is different from
that of Confucius. When we examine 'Ren', which is the tenant of the
Confucius’s philosophy, by interpreting it as it implies to human ontological
relations, it shows that what is more important to Confucian ethics is the notion

of the self and authenticity. In addition to responding to the attack on Confucian



86  sEnsdalmaas N 14 aduf 2 nIngna- SwaN 2557

ethics from the problem of autonomy, my discussion will also offer more

possibilities in terms of ethics.
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‘A more fruitful strategy, | believe, is to ask whether the elements
commonly found in conceptions of moral autonomy can also be found in
Confucian ethics, without necessarily concluding that those elements that are
present in Confucian ethics would amount to a genuine conception of moral
autonomy. To what extent can those elements found in Confucian ethics support
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“...the nature of man nor in the circumstance of the world in which he is

placed, but solely a priori in the concept of pure reason” !
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“Enlightenment is man’s emergence from his self-incurred immaturity.
Immaturity is the inability to use one’s own understanding without the guidance

8
of another.”
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“With regard to ethical cultivation, culture can be a two-edged sword.
Ethical cultivation involves cultural cultivation of a self. But culture can also be a

source of inauthenticity. 28
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