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Abstract

Documentary linguistics is a recently subfield of linguistics. It is a
multidisciplinary approach for studying language and culture that aims for cooperation
with the community of minority and endangered language speakers (Himmelmann,
2006). This approach promotes the collection of language field data and tries to link
mainstream descriptive linguistics to other language - related disciplines such as
sociology, anthropology, and critical discourse analysis. The main practice of this
approach is called documentary activity, and its product is known as language
documentation.

This research paper aims to introduce documentary linguistics and
ethnographic discourse analysis in order to study how language and cultural artifacts
are combined together in order to present and construct ethnic identity using
Tai Song/Tai Dam as an example. Ethnographic descriptions and language materials
in this paper are derived from field work among three Tai Song/Tai Dam communities,
which are Phai Hu Chang, Hua Thanon, and Koh Rat Pattana, of Nakornpathom
province during January to June, 2011. The analysis shows that Tai Song/Tai Dam
people have attempted to preserve their cultural identity, including their own language
as well as their cultural artifacts under the development policy for tourism and

endangered language revitalization. Also, they are challenging their ethnic identity
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among younger and older generations. This paper argues that rather than assuming
that Tai Song/Tai Dam is a homogeneous linguistic and cultural situation,
Tai Song/Tai Dam language and culture is a dynamic, complex and diverse linguistic
situation. Their language use and their culture are contested and negotiated in order
to construct a modern Tai Song/Tai Dam identity among the younger generation of
Tai song/Tai Dam. As such this example illustrates how documentary linguistics can
make a contribution to the advocacy for the maintenance and revitalization of ethnic

minority languages and cultures.
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