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Abstract

This paper studies the novel Muang Nimit (A Dream Cil‘y)2 by
M.R. Nimitmogkhol Nawarat, first published in 1944. The author explores the
tension between the forces of stability and instability which play a part in the
novel’'s construction of an idealistic society. The study finds that Muang Nimit can
be read intertextually with Plato’s Republic and Thomas More’s Utopia, although
the influence of industrial consumerism sets the idealistic society in Muang Nimit
apart from both Plato’'s and More’s idealisms. The study reveals that the
construction of the idealistic society portrayed in Muang Nimit manifests the
struggle to establish forces of stability over and against forces of instability through
the scientific method and ontological unity/uniformity. Taking on post-war critiques
of science and ontological absolutism, it is also found that the establishment of
stability in the novel can be interrupted and contested by instability, which further

problematizes the debate on the wholeness of being.
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2The author follows Duangrudi Suksang’s transliteration and translation of the novel’s title

(Suksang, 1994)
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% .. among the Utopians all things are so regulated that men very seldom build upon a
new piece of ground, and are not only very quick in repairing their houses, but show their foresight
in preventing their decay, so that their buildings are preserved very long with but very little labour,
and thus the builders, to whom that care belongs, are often without employment, except the hewing
of timber and the squaring of stones, that the materials may be in readiness for raising a building

very suddenly when there is any occasion for it.”
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S their children and a great part of the nation, both men and women, are taught to
spend those hours in which they are not obliged to work in reading; and this they do through the

whole progress of life.”
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they do not look after them, but, if they find them by chance, they polish them, and with them they

adorn their children, who are delighted with them, and glory in them during their childhood ...”
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1O“The real system of science consists in a solidarity of procedure and attitude with
respect to the objectification of whatever is — a solidarity that is brought about appropriately at any
given time on the basis of planning”

11@‘1mﬁ| 83 “[The socialists’] scientific understanding did not include the awareness that
some social groups have vested interests in maintaining the status quo, forces to maintain it, and
forms of false consciousness to reinforce it. Their grasp of reality thus lagged far behind the
historical reality of the development of science itself, which had been largely oriented by the social
requirements arising from such factors, which determined not only what findings were considered
acceptable, but even what might or might not become an object of scientific research.

" .. scientific systematics ... call for orderly organization and presentation of thoughts,
for a consistent structure of topical disciplines, without insisting strictly, from the object’s point of

view, upon the inner unity of its aspects”
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® research is not ongoing activity because its work is accomplished in institutions, but
rather institutions are necessary because science, intrinsically as research, has the character of
ongoing activity.

16The fundamental event of the modern age is the conquest of the world as picture. The
word “picture [Bild] now means the structured image [Gebild] that is the creature of man’s producing

which represents and sets before.
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