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Abstract

The Thai film Wonderful Town narrates a tragic love story set against
the backdrop of a small, tranquil border town in southern Thailand,
which suffered extensive damage from the 2004 tsunami. This
disaster inflicted significant harm on both the material and spiritual
well-being of the local population, which is still in the process of
recovery. In this context, Don, an architect from Bangkok, develops
a romantic relationship with a local woman named Na. Throughout
their relationship, each character derives valuable life experiences.
Despite their love being ultimately unfulfilled, they continue to face
life with courage. Their love story serves as a reflection of how the
local community, affected by the 2004 tsunami, has adapted and
embarked on new beginnings. The film also portrays rich, albeit
transformed, Chinese cultural elements, illustrating how early Chinese
immigrants integrated into local society. These immigrants, confronted
with the frequent occurrence of disasters, continually adjusted to
their environment by adopting the life philosophies of the local people,
including the concept of the Middle Way, which gained prominence

in the early 20th century.
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