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Abstract

The topic of aging has gained considerable attention from scholars
in various fields as Thai society has fully transitioned into an aging
society. This study aims to analyze the representations of Thai elderly
people through linguistic strategies in primary school textbooks from
B.E. 2521 to 2551, across four different curricula, using Fairclough's
(1995) critical discourse analysis framework. The study reveals that
textbooks predominantly portray the elderly as dependent individuals
needing care from children, frequently emphasizing their physical
decline and reinforcing an image of dependency. Moreover, the
elderly are often depicted as caregivers and moral guides for their
grandchildren, focusing on a narrow aspect of their roles. This specific
portrayal tends to homogenize and limit the multifaceted experiences
of the elderly, failing to provide a comprehensive view that reflects
the diverse reality of an aging society. The study highlights the
importance of raising awareness about these representations,
which may lead to a shift in negative attitudes towards the elderly.
Additionally, it may serve as a guideline for developing textbooks

that reduce ageism.
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