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Abstract

Language serves as a crucial tool for fostering and enhancing good
relationships among individuals. It also signifies the user's endeavor to
mitigate potential problems that could impact interpersonal connections.
Currently, the use of disclaimers by Thais is a prevalent linguistic
practice observed across various media platforms like dramas,
television shows, radio programmes, and social media. However, using
disclaimers in Thai has been noted to evoke diverse perceptions and
effects. Hence, this study aims to explore the functions of two types
of disclaimers preceding criticism utterances which are “| don’t mean
to..., but...” and “Don’t blame me for..., but...”. Through semi-structured
interviews with 30 Thai participants from different social backgrounds,
the research findings reveal the multifaceted functions of disclaimers
in Thai. These functions include, for instance, mitigating threats,
cautioning the hearer about potential negative outcomes, and
distancing speakers from the responsibility for any adverse
consequences resulting from their criticism utterances. Moreover,
the disclaimers in Thai can also be used to emphasise the speakers’
genuine communicative intents, contingent upon linguistic and social
contexts, particularly the language user’s role in the immediate
interactional situation. The present study highlights the constraints of
the existing theories and data collection methodologies employed in

examining and elucidating the use of disclaimers in the Thai language.
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