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Abstract

This qualitative research studies Resinicization as a cultural process
of commaoditization in entrepreneurs who are third or fourth generation
Thai-Chinese through examining their motivations for using Chineseness
as the café’s identity as well as meanings given to “Chineseness.”
Data was collected from 3 case studies, by using documentary research,
participant observation, and in-depth interviews. Then it analyzes
data with the concept of the Cultural Process of Commoditization.
The findings show that the emergence of Chinese-style cafés is not
only about consumerism but also a consequence of the historical
context of overseas Chinese in Thailand and the rise of China.
Chinese symbols used in decoration may not mainly signify overseas
Chinese culture, but instead vague Chineseness. Meanings of
Chineseness in brand stories are linked with a membership of Thai-
Chinese family, without necessarily attaching to the mainstream

discourse of nation states.
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