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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to analyze local identities in folktales
of the Li Tribe in China. 199 stories of Li Tribe folktales, published and
distributed in China, are selected to study. Six aspects of identities
are found as follows. 1) Ways of life: residences of the Li people
have been built from natural materials on Hainan Island, for example,
a boat cabin or dwellings in caves on the Li-mu Hill; professions of
Li people also relating to nature, such as farming of Shan-lan rice,
hunting and foraging on the Five Fingers Hill, planting coconut trees;
and the traditional dress code, for example a male turban, wearing
a necklace or mane for females. 2) Tradition: relating to living and
ancestral beliefs, for example, females wearing tattoos; greeting
guests with Shan-lan liquor; eating betel nuts on the 3rd of March;
distributing food and singing for marriage proposals. 3) Music and
dancing: Li people invented some music instruments from natural
materials, such as Li-le and Ding-dong; local dancing of the Li includes
foot dancing with bamboo posts, and dancing with hawker baskets
of coins, for example. 4) Use of herbs: Li people use herbs on Hainan
Island in many ways, such as using the bark of Bombax ceiba for
wound healing, using herbs for trapping animals, drinking coconut
juice for internal body healing, and using Agarwood. 5) The matriarchal
role: senior women of the Li Tribe would preside in the ritual of
tattooing. 6) Wisdom: how to farm Shan-lan rice is the distinguishing

inherited wisdom of the present Li people.
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